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TMrPRovEMENF TN HooP-S?rRF CLAsPS. 

the 8chedule referred to in these letter g EPaterat and rnalling part of the s?rae. 

Be it known that I, M. SAMt UELS, of the city, county, 
and State of New York, have imwented a new and im 
prowed Hoop-Skirt; and I laereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description thereof, 
which Will enable those Skilled in the art to make and 
use the Same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing draWing, forming part of this Specification, in which 
drawing--- ~ 

R'igure I represents a front elevation dif this imwem 
tion. ~ 

B'igure 2 is a horizontal Section thereof. 
R'igure 8 is a plam and a Sectional side elevation of 

my improwed claSp. ? · · 
R'igure 4 shoWS similar wieWS of an old clasp. 
Similar letters indicate corresponding partS. 
This inWelation consistSin the arrangement ofa clasp, 

provided With tubular bell-Shaped guides at its ends, in 
combination With the owerlapping ends of the hoops 
of a hoop-skirt, in Such a, mannel' that the "hoops can 
be freely extended and contracted, and timat. the cow'- 
ering fof Said hoopS is preser'wed againstabrasion While 
.being patSSed through the bell-shaped guides. 
A l'epresentS a h00p-Skint, which is composed of a 

series of hoops, B, Supported by t?pes C. 
TlueSe tapes are Suspended from the Waistband D, 

and four (more or less) hoops, B*, on the top of the 
· · Skirt, do not extend clear round, leawing an opening 
B in front of the skirt, So aS to facilitate the operation 
of putting on or taking off the skirt. 

Each of the loops, l3*, is made in three parts, Which 
are colunected by claSpS (t, Such as Sllown in fig., 4, So 
that Said loopS- can be extended or Shortened, as may 
be desired. • ~ ^ 

In the Waistbaud iS Secured the lifting-cord b, each 

branch of Which paSSes through a hole,c, in one of the 
tapeS C, or in a piece of leather, or other Suitable ma 
terial, attached to Said tape, So that, by pulling the ends 
of said lifting-cord, the skirt, can be raised, and by re 
leasing the lifting-cord, the skirt, is lowered. If the 
skirt is raised, the hoopS B* have to be shortened, and 
??icé |¢¢r'$d, in order to preserve the proper shape, and 
this object is effected by meanS of the Sliding-clasps a. 
The ends of the hQopS* B, below the opening B, 

owerlap each other, and they are connected by fapeS 
C*, which are detached from the Waistband, and Which 
may be properly terrned **lo0Se”-tapes. ~ ~ 
The connection betWeen th* hoops and, the loose 

tapes is effected by claSpS d, which are provided with 
bell-Shaped. guide-tubeS -6, (See fig. 8,) through Which 
the ends of Said hoopS Slide freely. These bell-shaped 
guide-tubes are So shaped that the abrasion of the cow 
ering of the hoopS is effectually prewented, and a hoop 
skirt, is obtained which can be extended or contracted 
at pleasure. '' ? 
The tubular guide-tubeS é are connected to the body 

of the claSp 'd by Solder, or they may be made solid 
with the Same, and they alSO Serve to keep the ends ? 
of the h00pS apart, S0 that no undue frictión is pro 
duced. ? · ' 

Hawing thus described my invention, 
What I (claim as neW, and desire to Secure by Let 

ters Patent, is- * , 
The bell-Shaped guide-tubeS é on the claspS d, in 

combinationa With the hOOpS B and tapeS C*, Substan 
tially as and for the purpose described. 

* M. S.AM[UE}]LS. 
Witnesses: 

W. HAUI'F',' 
B}RNEST B'. KASTE}NHUBBR. 

  

  

  

  


