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SPECIFICATION forming bart of Letters Patent No, 579,381, dated March 23, 1897.

Application filed Augnst 5, 1896,

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, CHARLES W, BURRIDGE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lan-
sing, in the county of Ingham and State of
Michigan, have invented certain newand use-
falImprovementsin Skirt-Fasteners,of which
the followingisaspecification,reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings,

The invention relates to a placket-fastener
comprising a pair of flexible hinged jaws
adapted to be secured to the opposite sides
of the placket and provided with hooks and
eyes for engaging with each other.

The invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts, all as more fully hereinafter described
and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure I is a perspective
view of a garment to which my device is ap-
plied. TFig. 21is a detached perspective view
of my fastener with the jaws opened. Fig.
3 18 a perspective view of the device with the
Jjaws closed and bent into a curve. Fig. 4 is
a cross-section through the device, and Fig.
51is a side elevation of the upperhook and eye.

Adsagarment provided with a placket 13,
to the sides of which my device is secured,
This comprises the flexible jaws C and C,
preferably formed of thin spring-steel, hin ged
together at D at their lower ends. At their
upper ends the jaws are provided, respec-

tively, with the hook I and eye I, struek up |

from sheet metal, the former com prising the
securing-shank a, the curved bend b, and the
outwardly-inclined tongue ¢, havingaround-
ed end d. The eye T consists of the shank
or securing portion e, the inwardly-inclined
portion f having the slot g formed therein,

- which is of greater width than the width of

40

the tongue cand the end portion’. The hook

and eye are preferably secured to the jaws
by means of eyelet-rivets j, and the portion
I of the eye is provided with apertures or
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eyelets %, these eyelets forming a means for
sewingthe jaw tothe garment. Intermediate
between the ends of the jaws are secured one
or more pairs of hooks and eyes G and I,
similar to the hook E and eye F, but prefer-
ably somewhat smaller. The device being
thus constructed and secured to the sides of
the placket, the jaws may be readily closed
or opened to secure or unfasten the garment.
When in use, it does not interfere with the
comfort of the wearer or the appearance of
the garment, as the extreme flexibility of the
jaws permits the garment to assume any po-
sition which it would naturally take if the
fastener'were omitted. At the same time the
Jaws when engaged with each other will effec-
tually prevent the gaping of the placket. -

I desire to call special attention to the fact
that the slots ¢ in the eyes are of greater
width than the tonguesc, which permits of a
movement of said tongues in the slots when-
ever the jaws are bent into a curve, as shown
in Fig. 3. 'This play is necessary to the free
bending of the jaws that they may be allowed
to slide upon each other to compensate for
the greater length of the outer ecurve.

What I claim as my invention is——

In a placket-fastener, the combination of
the hinged flexible spring-jaws O C’, the hook
K secured to one jaw and brojecting to one
side thereof, comprising the shank a, the bend
b and tongue ¢; and the eye I' secured to the
other jaw and projecting to one side thereof
comprising the shank e, the inclined portion
Js having theslot g of greater width than the
tongue ¢ and the end portion substantially
as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES W. BURRIDGE.

Witnesses:

M. B. O’DoGHERTY,
0110 F. BARTHEL.

45

50

55

6o

65

70

75

8o




