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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BErRTrRaAM F. BREW-
STER, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Burrton, in the county of Harvey, and
State of Kansas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Coin Trays and
Tills, of which the following is a specification.

This invention has for its object to provide
an improved construction of coin tray and
till which may be used as a tray upon a
counter or the like, or as a till in a cash
drawer and which 1s so arranged that one
may tell at a glance the aggregate amount of
all coins of the different denominations up to
a certain number that the tray or till contains
and which provides troughs for the reception
of coins beyond the aggregate number that
may be instantly determined at a glance as
well as an improved and novel arrangement
of such troughs and adjuncts therefor by
which the coins up to a certain amount may
be readily dropped into the troughs and held
in such an alternate arrangement with re-
spect to each other that coins of any denomi-
nations may be readily withdrawn from the

tray or till for the purpose of making change
~or the like.

With this and other objects in view as will
more fully appear as the description proceeds,
the invention consistsincertain constructions

and arrangements of the parts hereinafter

described and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims. _ ' ‘

For a full understanding of the invention
and the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of
the means for effecting the result, reference
is to be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
coin tray and till; and, Fig. 2 is a transverse
sectional view, taken substantially on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a detail perspec-
tive view of one of the spacing blocks herein-
after specifically referred to. Fig. 4 is a de-

 tail view illustrating the alternating arrange-

ment of a number of .coins in one of the

- troughs.
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Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

. The tray or till 1 of my invention may be
of any desired design, shape, material, or size,
and 1t preferably embodies a rectangular
structure or box which is provided on the op-

posing walls of two of its sides with curved
saddles or flanges 2. The troughs 3 are sup-

orted at their ends upon these saddles or
Banges 2, said -troughs being of different
widths or curvatures as shown, so as to ac-

- commodate and be particularly designed for

coins of the different recognized denomina-
tions. For instance, the troughs at one end
of the tray or till are both intended for the re-
ception of dimes, the next size for pennies,
the next for five cent pieces or ‘“nickels”’, the
next for twenty-five cent pieces or ‘‘quar-
ters”, the next for fifty cent pieces, and the
next for dollars.

- Separating the troughs for each denomina-
tion are gage bars 4, which are preferably of
some flat and comparatively thin metal and
which may be secured by screws or the like at
their ends to the opposite side of the tray or
till. At one end, each of the gage bars 4 is
widened as indicated at 5 to project over one
of the two adjacent trays and in such widened
portion of each bar a series of rectangular
notches 6 is formed, said notches extending
parallel with each other as shown. The
notches in the gage bar are slightly wider

than the tooth between them, and each tooth’

is about as wide as the coin it is intended to
support, but considering the teeth and
notches together, they are of substantially
the same width as their number or quota of
unworn coins. These widened notched por-
tions of the bars are provided with numbers
or figures that are preferably displayed only
in alinement with the severat notches, so that
they may be comparatively large and they
are graduated to indicate the number of
coins adapted to stand upright or on edge in
this portion of the tray and till, as will be
hereinafter described.

It will be noted that the gage bar 4 which
projects over one of the dime trays is num-
bered 20, 40, ete., up to 200, indicating the
number of dimes representing twenty cents
up to two dollars. The next bar for the tray

60,
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is numbered from 2 to 20, and the next for -

nickels from ten cents up to one dollar; the
next from fifty cents up to five dollars, the
next from one dollar up to ten dollars and
last from two dollars up to twenty dollars. .
In the practical operation of my improved
coin tray and till, the merchant or clerk may,
by grasping a number of coins between his
thumb and fingers and releasing their weight
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edgewise, over the teeth and the notches of -

one of the bars, permit the coins to fall alter-
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nately one in the slot of the bar and one next
to it will rest in a higher plane on the tooth,
and so on, leaving the edges of the coins in a
manner resembling the notches and the
teeth of the bar. Should a person thus using
the improved tray and till have between his
thumb and finger more than two dollars in
dimes, for instance, the edges of the other
dimes will fall evenly into the trough beyond
the two dollar mark on thé gage bar. And,
on the other hand, if he should have less than
two dollars, he will be able to tell instantly
how much he has in that trough of the till by
the indicia which is stamped on the bar, pref-
erably like those on a square or rule.

It will thus be seen that up to a certain
amount with respect to each denomination,
the merchant or clerk will be able to in-
stantly tell the aggregate sum represented by
the number of coms in the tray and till, that
up to these amounts of coins, a coin will be
held in convenient position for withdrawal at
any time, and that the trays which are not
provided with a gage bar and the portions of
the trays that are so provided that are not
covered partially by the widened portions 5

provide means also for the reception of coins.

of different denominations in convenient po-
sition for withdrawing any of them for mak-
ing change or the like,

: %[n addition to the foregoing parts, I pro-
vide, as illustrated in the drawing, a number
of dividing blocks 7, a set for each set of
trays, said blocks being of different sizes for

5 the different denominations, and being de-

signed for insertion between the coins at dif-
ferent points so as to keep certain amounts

"separated.

It is obvious that my improved tray and
till may be used in connection with a cash
drawer or as conveniently as a tray upon a
counter or the like, and for this latter pur-

pose, it will be provided with combined cor-

ner fasteners and legs 8 which may be con-
structed of angle metal as shown, and which
may support the tray in a slightly elevated
position. ' ‘

As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, each gage
bar is provided with an extended finger 10
ranging parallel with the top edge of the side
of the tray and slightly elevated from the
same and curved slightly upward from a
point at the outer edge of the first tooth of
the bar. These fingers 10 are about as long
as the respective troughs are wide and are
intended to prevent getting the coins past
the edge of the tray and till and to guide
them in striking the teeth and mnotches
squarely.

As has been before stated, each trough is
of a curvature corresponding to the coin
which it is intended to hold. The gage bar
of each trough extends over the trough to a
certain extent,; so that it is obvious that the
coins inserted edgewise in the notches will
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not rest on the bottom of the trough, bhut will
rest between the end of a notch, and the op-
posite edge of the trough.. Every other coin
will rest between the end of a tooth and the
opposite edge of the trough and the entire
column of coins supported by the alternating
teeth and notches will be held in a higher
plane than those coins that are in the open
portion of the trough and coins of such col-
umn will be held in an alternating arrange-
ment one slightly higher than the other.
Fig. 4 brings out this arrangement clearly.
In placing a stack or column of coins edge-
wise on the gage bars, the fingers 10 act as
gages to determine the position of one end of
the column or stack so that the coins of such
column or stack will fall accurately into the
several notches and against the ends of the
several teeth.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:

1. A device of the character described,
embodying a trough for the reception of
coins, and a gage bar projecting over said
trough from one edge and terminating short
of the opposite edge and formed with a series
of alternating teeth and notches which are of
substantially the thickness of the individual
coins adapted to be received in said trough
and which are adapted to hold a series of
coins upright in alternating arrangement be-
tween the ends of the notches and the oppo-
site edge of the trough and the ends of the
teeth and the opposite edge of the trough.

2. A device of the character described,
embodying troughs arranged side by side and
gage bars separating said troughs one from
the other, each gage bar being provided at one
end with a widened portion projecting over
one trough, said widened portions being pro-
vided with alternating teeth and notches ap-
proximately of a width equal to the width of
the coins adapted to stand edgewise between
the ends of the notches and teeth and the op-
posing edge of the trough.

3. A device of the character described,
«comprising a box and a series of troughs of
different curvatures arranged in said box and
adapted to receive coins of different denomi-
nations and gage bars projecting over sundry
of said troughs from one edge and terminat-
ing short of the opposite edge, each of said
gage bars being formed at one end with a se-
ries of alternating teeth and notches, where-
by a column of comns rolled edgewise over the
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sald end of the gage bar will fall alternately
between the ends of the notches and the op- -

posing edge of the trough, and the ends of
said teeth and the opposing edge of the
trough.

4. A device of the character described,
embodying a coin trough and a gage bar pro-
jecting over said trough from one edge and
terminating short of the opposite edge and
formed with a series of alternating teeth and
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notches for the purpose specified, said gage
bar displaying at its opposite notched por-
tion numbers indicating the amount of coins
adapted to slide partially through said
notches and also to rest upon said teeth, re-
spectively.

5. A device of the character described,
embodying a coin trough and a gage bar pro-
jecting over the trough and provided with a
series of notches forming teeth between them,
the teeth and notches being adapted to hold
the coins in an alternate arrangement be-

tween the ends of the teeth and notches and
the opposing edge of the trough, said gage
bar being also formed at one end with a lat-

erally extending finger, as and for the pur-

pose set forth. :
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

BERTRAM F. BREWSTER.

Witnesses:
T. B. CoBun,
W. D. Paine.
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