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My invention relates to a new and useful 
construction in undergarments, and it relates 
more particularly to feminine nethergar 
ments which are adapted to fit tightly or 

5 snugly over the body without any creases 
and without any shirring or gathering and 
without the use of any buttons, supports or 
holders. 
One of the objects of my invention is to 

10 produce a feminine undergarment which will 
more snugly fit the body without any excess 
thickness, or creases, shirring or gathering, 
and which will be durable and will increase 
the comfort of the wearer. With the above 

15 and other objects in view my invention con 
sists of an undergarment composed of a main 
body formed of a highly elastic and loosely 
knitted fabric, more elastic transversely than 
longitudinally, and having a retainer band 

20 continuously affixed to the waist line thereof, 
said retainer band surrounding the entire 
waistline and being formed of elastic strands 
encased in threads braided thereover, and 
said fabric and elastic being united without 25 any shirring or gathering. 
My invention further consists of other 

novel features and details of construction 
which will appear more fully from the fol 
lowing detailed description. ???? 
For the purpose of illustrating my inven 

tion, I have shown in the accompanying 
drawings one form thereof which is at present 
preferred by me, since the same has been 
found in practice to give satisfactory and re 
liable results, although it is to be understood 
that the various instrumentalities of which 
my invention consists can be variously ar 
ranged and organized and that my invention 
is not limited to the precise arrangement and 

40 organization of the instrumentalities as here 
in shown and described. 

Referring to the drawings in which like 
reference ??????????fis indicate like parts: . 
Figure 1 represents a general perspective 

view of a garment embodying my invention. 
Figure 2 represents a bottom view of the 

Sale. 
Figure 3 represents a fragmentary perspec 

tive view (on a much enlarged scale) partly 

30 

* in section, as online 3-3 of Figure í, of the 

upper part of the garment showing the fabric 
and retainer band structure and their struc 
tural relationship to each other. 

Figure 4 represents a fragmentary perspec 
tive view on a still further enlarged scale, and 
also partly in section on line 4 4 of Figure 3. 

Figure 5 represents a fragmentary perspec 
tive view, on a similarly enlarged scale, also 
partly in section online 5-5 of Figure 3. 

Figure 6 represents a perspective view of 
the crotch insert. 

Figure 7 represents a section on line 7-7 of 
Figure 1. 
The nethergarment of my present inven 

tion comprises a generally tubular body 10 
formed of knitted fabric being highly elastic 
in a circumferential direction, and being less 
elastic vertically. The upper periphery of 
the body 10 terminates in an annular waist 
section 11, formed integrally with the body 
section 10, and being similarly more elastic 
circumferentially than vertically, but being 
more closely knitted than the body section 10 
by reason of the stitches being drawn more 
tightly, while the stitches of the body section 
10 are formed more loosely. 
In the preferred embodiment of my inven 
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tion, the body section 10 and the upper pe-, - 
ripheral waist section 11 are of a ribbed con 
struction, as indicated particularly in Figures 
3,4 and 5, whereby the circumferential elas 
ticity is still further increased without mate 
rially increasing the vertical elasticity of the 
body and waistband sections 10 and 11. 
The garment further consists of a waist 

retainer band 12 which extends continuously. 
around the upper periphery of the waist sec 
tion 11 as indicated particularly in Figure 1, 
and which is permanently affixed thereto in 
a manner shown more in detail in. Figure 3, 
by a series of parallel rows of stitches 13 
which extend through the overlapping por 
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tions of the retainer band 12 and the waist - 
section 11 as shown particularly in Figure 3, 
and a series of connector threads 14 extend 
ing transversely of said rows of stitches 13;- 
the juncture of said waist section 11 and elas 
tic retainer band 12 being devoid of shirring 
or gathering of any kind. - . . 
The retainer band 12 is formed of a mul 
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tiplicity of elastic strands 15 extending lon 
gitudinally of said elastic waist band and 
extending peripherally with respect to the 
garment, and outer encasing threads 16 which 
are braided over said elastic strands, trans 
versely thereof, so that the elastic retainer, 
band 12 is devoid of any non-elastic strands 
extending longitudinally thereof or extend 
ing peripherally of the garment. This braid 
ed elastic band 12, thus composed of longitu 
dinal rubber strands 15 and transverse encas 
ing and connecting threads 16 extending 
transversely thereof on a slight bias with re 
spect thereto, is of a length substantially equal 
to the upper periphery of the waist section 
11, when both the elastic band 12 and waist 
section 11 are in their normal or fully con 
tracted condition, and the elasticity of said 
retainer band 12 and waist section 11 are gen 
erally equal to each other and sufficient to 
permit the waist section to be distended to 
such extent that the garment may be slipped 
over the body and slipped off the body with 
out any vertically extending openings, that 
is, without slitting or opening up the gar 
ment at any point. The ends of the retainer 
band 12 are united to each other at any suit 
able point, for instance, at the back of the 
garment, as at 17 by any suitable sewn seam. 
The lowermost section 18 of the garment. 

is bifurcated as indicated particularly in Fig. 
ures 1 and 2 with the lowermost or terminai 
portions 19 of each of the leg sections 20 and 
21 being preferably more tightly or closely 
knit than the body section 10. The legs are 
seamed at 22 and a crotch piece 23, formed of 
two plys of fabric, is inserted between the 
legs by means of the seams 24, 25, 26 and 
27;-said crotch piece also being more elastic 
in a direction transversely of the two legs, 
that is, in a direction from one leg to the 
other, and less elastic from front to back. 
By reason of the arrangement of the suc 

cessive sections of the garment, the garment, 
is naturally shaped, so that with substan 
tially the same amount of material, the gar 
ment will be widest at the hips and will be 
narrowed gradually towards the waist, and 
will be narrowest at the waistline, and yet so 
that the garment may be slipped over the 
body without slitting or otherwise opening 
the garment and so that the garment will fit 
Snugly without any bulging or creasing, or 
without any shirring or gathering. 
In the construction and formation of tail 

ored nethergarments, it has heretofore been 
the necessary practice of slitting the garment 
vertically at some suitable point so that the 
garment might be opened up temporarily 
while being slipped over the body or while 
being removed from the body. By my novel 
construction, all the advantages of the slit 

65 
ted and tailored garments of the prior prac 
tices are attainable to a maximum extent 
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without any, slitting and without any un 
sightly shirring or gathering. 

am aware that the invention may be em. 
bodied in other specific forms without depart 
ing from the spirit or essential attributes 
thereof, and I therefor desire the present em 
bodiment to be considered in all respects as 
illustrative and not restrictive, reference be 
ing had to the appended claims rather thain 
to the foregoing description to indicate the 
scope of the invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I hereby claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. A bifurcated nethergarment including 
a tubular body section formed of knitted fab 
ric highly elastic circumferentially and less 
elastic vertically, a waist section formed in 
tegrally with said body section and also 
formed of knitted fabric highly elastic cir 
cumferentially and less elastic vertically, and 
being more closely and tightly knitted than 
said body section, and having its circumfer 
ence gradually diminishing upwardly when 
in its normal and undistended condition, a 
braided elastic retainer band extending 
around the entire upper periphery of the 
knitted fabric in overlapping relation there 
to ;-said retainer band and knitted sections 
being united by rows of sewn stitches extend-9: ing circumferentially, and transverse con 
necting threads between said rows of sewn 
stitches. 

2. A bifurcated nethergarment includin 
a tubular body section formed of knitte 
fabric highly elastic circumferentially and 
less elastic vertically, a waist section formed 
integrally with said body section and also 
formed of knitted fabric highly elastic cir 
cumferentially and less elastic vertically and 
being more closely and tightly knitted than 
said body section, the circumference of said garment gradually diminishing upwardly 
when in its normal and undistended condi 
tion, a braided elastic retainer band extend 
ing around the entire upper periphery of 
said knitted fabric in overlapping relation 
thereto, and being united thereto by rows of 
sewn stitches extending circumferentially, 
and transversely sewn connecting threads be: 
tween said rows of circumferentially sewn 
stitches, and legs terminating in more closely 
and tightly knitted lower terminal sections. 

3. A bifurcated nethergarment including a 
tubular body section formed of knitted fab 
ric highly elastic circumferentially and less 
elastic vertically, a waist section formed in 
tegrally with said body section and also 
formed of knitted fabric highly elastic cir 
cumferentially and less elastic vertically, 
having its circumference gradually dimin. 
ishing upwardly when in its normal and un 
distended condition, an elastic retainer band 
extending around the upper periphery of the 
knitted fabric in overlapping relation there 
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to, being formed of nothing but elastic core 
strands extending longitudinally of the band 
and peripherally of the garment, and textile 
threads interlaced with said elastic strands 
transversely thereof;-said retainer band 
and knitted sections being united by sewn 
stitches extending in a direction generally 
transverse of the united edges of the knitted 
fabric and elastic band. 

4. A bifurcated nethergarment including 
a tubular body section formed of knitted fab 
ric highly elastic circumferentially and less 
elastic vertically, a waist section formed in 
tegrally with said body section and also 
formed of knitted fabric highly elastic cir 
cumferentially and less elastic vertically; - 
the circumference of said garment gradually 
diminishing upwardly when in its normal 
and undistended condition, an elastic retainer 
band extending around the upper periphery 
of said knitted fabric in overlapping relation 
thereto, being formed of nothing but elastic 
core strands extending longitudinally of the 
band and peripherally of the garment, and 
textile threads interlaced with said elastic 
strands transversely thereof; and being 
united thereto by sewn stitches extending in 
a direction generally transverse of the united 
edges of the knitted fabric and elastic band, 
and legs terminating in more closely and 
tightly knitted lower terminal sections. 

5. A bifurcated nethergarment including 
a tubular body section formed of knitted 
fabric highly elastic circumferentially of the 
garment and less elastic vertically of the gar 
ment, a waist section formed integrally with 
said body section, and also formed of knitted 
fabric highly elastic circumferentially of the 
garment and less elastic vertically of the gar 
ment, having its circumference gradually di 
minishing upwardly when in its normal or 
undistended condition, and an elastic re 
tainer band extending around the upper pe 
riphery of the knitted fabric of the waist por 
tion of the garment, said elastic retainer band 
being formed of nothing but elastic core 
strands extending longiutdinally of the band 
and peripherally of the garment, and tex 
tile threads interlaced with said elastic 
strands transversely thereof;-said retainer 
band and knitted sections being united by 
sewn stitches extending in a direction gener 
ally transverse of the united edges of knitted 
fabric and elastic band. 

6. A bifurcated nethergarment including a 
tubular body section formed of knitted fab 
ric highly elastic circumferentially of the 
garment andless elastic vertically of the gar 
ment, a waist section formed integrally with 
said body section and also formed of knitted 
fabric highly elastic circumferentially of 
the garment and less elastic vertically of the 
garment, and having its circumference grad 
ually diminishing upwardly when in its nor 
mal and undistended condition, andabraided 

3. 

elastic retainer band extending around the 
upper periphery of the knitted fabric of the 
waist portion of the garment;-said braided 
elastic retainer band and knitted sections 
being united by sewn stitches extending in 
a direction generally transverse of the united 
edges of knitted fabric and braided elastic 
band. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. 
GUY C. TANNER. 
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