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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 571,841, dated November 24, 1896.
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To all whony it maiy coneern.:

Be it known that I, FRANK I1. OSTERHATS,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and usefnl Iinprovements in Grain-Cars,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the acecompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof, in which similar
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts.

This invention relates to grain-cars such as
are usnally employed for holding grain in
bulk; and the object thereof is to provide an
improved car for this purpose which is adapt-
ed to be filled through the top and which is
provided at one side with a chute, at the bot-
tom of which is formed a door which opens
outwardly and which is controlled bya lever
which is adapted to be operated from the ount-
side of the car.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved
grain-car, and Fig. 2 a central transverse sec-
tion thereof.

In the practice of my invention I provide a
car A, which is of the usual form and in one
side of which is preferably formed a door «,
which may be closed in the usual manner;
but this door « is not essential to iny inven-
tion and forms neo part thereof.

The car Ais provided in its top with alon-
gitudinal opening B, which is provided at
each side with upwardly-directed flanges b,
and the opening B is adapted to be closed by
a bhinged cover H, which is made in sections,
as shown in Fig. 1, whereby the ends and cen-
tral portion of the car may be filled at the
same time, if desired; and it will be under-
stood that the separate sections of the cover
II may be thrown back, so as to admit of the
car being filled through the opening B, after
which the said sections may be closed over
said opening. ,

Fornied in one side of the car, and prefer-
ably at the center thereof, is a downwardly-
directed chute D, which opens outwardly, as
shown at d, and the opening d is controlled
by a door G, which is gecured to or connected

with the end of a lever g, which is shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 1 and in full lines in Fig.
2, and the lever G is provided with a shank
or arm g* which extends through the side of
the car, on whichismounted acrank K, which
is provided with a handle & and which passes
ithrough a curved or segmental guard or
keeper L.

It will be understood that the contents of
the car may be discharged through the chute
D, and that the door G may be operated so
as to open or close the passage d whenever
desired by simply operating the crank K, and
I may also provide a trap-door, which may
be used to close the opening through the floor
of the car into the chute B, whereby the ear
may be used for other purposes whenever de-
sired.

My improved grain-car is simple in con-
struction and operation and is well adapted
to accomplish the result for which it is in-
tended, and it is evident that changesin and
modifications of the construction herein de-
scribed may be made without departing from
the spirit of my invention or sacrificing ifs
advantages, and I reserve the right to make
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all such alterations therein as fairly come

within the scope of the invention.

Having fully described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

The combination with a car provided with
a longitudinal opening B, having upwardly-
directed flanges b, and a hinged sectional
cover I, whereby the ends and central por-
tion of the car may be filled at the same time
and a downwardly-directed chute D, formed
in one side of the car, and a door G, to close
the opening therein and connection with a
lever g, having a shank ¢* which extends
through the side of the car, and a crank I
mounted on said shank which passes through
a covered part I, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subseribing witnesses, this 28th
day of April, 1896.

FRANK H. OSTERHAUS.
Witnesses:
CHARLES S. ROGERS,
C. GERST.
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