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To all whom it may concern: .
" Beé it known that I, EDWARD M. GATES, of the
city of Watertown, in the county of J efferson and
State of New York, have invented an Improve-
ment in the Construetion of Blacking-Boxes;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full and exact description thereof, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawing and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

The nature of my invention consists in im-
provements in the construction of blacking-boxes
to secure the objects of cheapness in their con-
struction and cleanliness in their use. The first
of these objects is attained by making the box
of wood, and the latter by the employment of a
handle to it.

Tt is well known that the principal objections
to the use of the ordinary circular metallic boxes
are, that the hands of those using them are black-
ened, and that the cover frequently sticks so
firmly to the box that it is removed with consid-
erable difficulty.

In order to produce a cheaper box than the or-
dinary one and to obviate the objections above
mentioned, I construct a box of wood with a
handle attached, of one piece, and employ the
necessary labor-saving machinery in its manu-
facture.

T will proceed to describe its construction and
operation, to enable others skilled in the art to
make and use my invention.

In the accompanying drawing, A represents
the body of the box; @, the bottom thereof; C,
the cover; and B, the handle. dis the pivot up-
on which the cover turns or swings. As said be-
fore, the box and handle are of one pieceof wood.

The operation of the box is so simple that a
description of it is scarcely needed. The box is
filled with blacking and the cover then swung to
its place, so that the box will be ready for stor-
age and sale. In use, the cover is moved to the
position shown in the drawing; and it will read-
ily be seen that the handle prevents the contact
of the hands with the box, and that the swing-
ing cover obviates the difficulty of the sticking
to the box.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

As an article of manufacture, a blacking-box,
in which the box and handle are made from one
piece of wood, combined with a swinging cover,
also of wood, as and for the purposes herein de-
seribed.
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