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This invention relates in general to a cabinet formed
of a plurality of sections, and more particularly the in-
vention contemplates a cabinet including a plurality of
sections each of which has at least two drawers for filing
or storage purposes.

A primary object of the invention is to provide a cabi-
net which shall comprise a plurality of sections embody-
ing novel and improved features of construction whereby
the sections can be separably assembled in either vertically
superposed or side-by-side relation to each other.

Further objects are to provide a cabinet of this char-
acter wherein the sections shall be substantially identical
and there shall be means for interlocking a plurality of
sections together in either vertically stacked relation or
in side-by-side relation to each other; and to provide a
novel and improved section which shall permit a plurality
of the sections to be easily and quickly assembled in
different relations to each other as desired without the
necessity for separate fastening elements or tools.

Cther objects are to provide a cabinet section which
shall be simple, inexpensive, reliable and durable and
shal!l be constructed so that it can be readily combined
with similar sections to provide a multiple section cabinet
of any desired capacity; and to obtain other advantages
and results that will be brought out by the following
description in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings in which

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet compris-
ing a plurality of sections consiructed and connected
together in accordance with the invention;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical longi-
tudinal sectional view approximately on the plane of the
line 2—2 of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view
through the cabinet approximately on the plane of the line
3—3 of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a composite perspective view of one of
the cabinet sections with one drawer in closed position
and another drawer partially open, the cover lifted from
the body of the section, and two locking elements; and

FIGURE 35 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal sec-
tional view approximately on the plane of the line 5—5 of
FIGURE 3.

Specifically describing the invention, the cabinet com-
prises a plurality of identical sectioms generally desig-
nated A, B, C and D, and preferably the sections are
formed of molded synthetic plastic material, for example,
high-impact polystyrene.

As shown, each cabinet section (best illustrated in FIG-
URE 4) has side walls 1 and 2, a rear wall 3, a partition
5 between the side walls, a front wall portion 4 for each
side wall and said partition and a bottom wall 6 which
provides article receiving compartments, in each of which,
in the present instance, is a drawer 7 slidably mounted
on the bottom wall between the one side wall and the
partition and between the corresponding front wall
portions.

Preferably each side wall is formed of two portions, the
portions of the side wall 1 being designated 1a and 1b and
the portions of the side wall 2 being designated 2a and
2b; and it is also desirable that the partition be formed
of two spaced apart portions Se¢ and 55. The portions
15 and 2b of the side walls preferably are inclined down-
wardly and inwardly toward the correspondingly down-
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wardly and inwardly inclined walls 52 and 55 of the par-
tition as best shown in FIGURE 2, and the bottom wall
6 is connected to the inner portions of the side walls and
partition and to the front and rear walls. As shown, the
drawer is slidably mounted on the bottom wall between
the inner portions of the side walls and the partition.

The bottom wall has a out-away portion or rabbet
8 along each side wall extending from front to rear
thereof to seat on the top edge of the corresponding side
wall of a lower section, and the top edges of the side walls
extend above the top edges of the rear wall and the parti-
tion. More particularly describing the construction and
arrangement, it will be seen that the rabbets of, for
example, the section C seat on the top edges of the side
walls of the section D; and the bottom wall has a recessed
portion 6a between the two portions of the partition which
provides a clearance for the top edge of the partition of a
lower section as best shown in FIGURE 2.

For each section when it is used separately or for the
uppermost section of a plurality of stacked cabinet sec-
tions as shown in FIGURE 1, there is provided a cover
plate 9 which seats on the top edges of the front and rear
walls and the partition of the section; and preferably the
inner portions of the side walls and partition have in-
wardly extending bosses 1¢ spaced from the top edges of
the walls and partition providing additional seats for the
cover plate. To hold the cover plate from sliding from
front to rear -of the section, a boss 11 is provided on the
top edge of the partition adjacent each of the front and
rear walls and the cover plate has a hole 12 to fit over
each of said bosses.

These bosses 11 are also spaced inwardly from the
front and rear walls of the cabinet section so that when
one section is superposed upon another as shown best in
FIGURES 1 and 3, the bosses abut the inner side of the
corresponding front and rear walls to hold a section
superposed upon another, for example, the section C
superposed upon the section D, against sliding off the

" lower section in a front to rear direction. Obviously the

engagement 'of the rabbetted portion 8 of one section such
as section C with the edges of the side walls of a lower
section such as the section D, prevent side to side move-
ment of the upper section on the lower section.

For the purpose of holding the sections together in
horizontally aligned side-by-side relation as shown, for
example, in sections B and D and the sections A and C,
each of the outer portions 1g and 2q of the side walls is
provided with at least one notch 13 extending inwardly
from the edge of the wall portion. When two sections
are arranged in side-by-side relation, the notches 13 of
the two sections are in register or alignment with each
other as shown in FIGURES 2, 3 and 5, and a locking ele-
ment 14 is frictionally fitted into the notches of the abut-
ting walls. The form of the locking element may be
varied but it is shown as elongated, H-shaped in cross-
section, including a body portion 15 and a pair of spaced
apart flanges 16 extending laterally from opposite sides
thereof and longitudinally from end to end of the body
portion. The fianges are spaced apart a distance approxi-
mately equal to the combined thickness of the two abut-
ting walls, as best shown in FIGURE 3, so that when the
locking element is slipped into the notches in the lower
edges of the walls, it will pull the two abutting walls into
tight engagement with each other and thus hold the two
cabinet sections against pulling apart. Desirably the two
flanges of each pair may be inclined with respect to each
other to facilitate insertion of the locking elements into
the notches and to insure a tight frictional engagement
thereof with the abutting cabinet wall portions.

From the foregoing, it will be observed that the in-
vention provides a cabinet section so constructed that it
can be combined with or connected to any desired number
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of identical sections in either vertically stacked relation -

to each other or in horizontally aligned side-by-side rela-
tion, all easily and quickly by an unskilled person and
without the necessity for separate fastening elements or
tools; and also two or more of the units can be firmly but
separably locked together in horizontally aligned side-
by-side relation by the simple slipping of the locking cle-
ment into the notches in the abutting side walls of the
adjacent sections.

Modifications and changes in the details of construc-
tion in the cabinet sections and assembly of the sections
into a multiple section cabinet will occur to those skilled
in the art as within the spirit and scope of the invention.

Iclaim:

1. A cabinet section including a body having side walls,
a rear wall, a partition between said side walls, a front
wall portion for each side wall and said partition and a
bottom wall, providing article receiving compartments,
the top edges of said side walls extending above the top
edges of said rear wall portions and said partition, said
bottom wall having a rabbet along each side wall extend-
ing from the front to the rear thereof to seat on the top
edge of the corresponding side wall of a lower cabinet
section and said bottom wall having a recessed portion ad-
jacent both the front wall portions and the rear wall, there
being a cover plate to seat on the top edges of the rear
wall portions and the partition of the first-mentioned sec-
tion and having holes to fit over bosses on the top edge
of said partition adjacent the front wall portion of said
partition and rear wall, respectively, and the top edge of
the partition having such bosses selectively either to fit
into such holes or to enter said recessed portion of the
bottom wall in abutment with the front wall portion of
said partition with the rear wall of a superposed section.

2. A cabinet section as defined in claim 1 wherein each
side wall is formed of two spaced inner and outer por-
tions and the inner portions extend below the outer por-
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tions to form the side walls of said rabbets, the botiom
wall is comected to the inner portions and to said parti-
tion, and with the addition of a drawer in each compart-
ment slidable on the boitom wall and between the inner
portions of the side walls and the partition.

3. A cabinet section as defined in claim 2 with the addi-
tion of a second cabinet section with one of its outer
side wall portions side by side with and in abutment with
said outer side wall portion of the first-mentioned cabinet
section, each of the outer side wall portions having at least
one notch extending inwardly from the corresponding
rabbet, and a locking element frictionally fitted into said
notches of said abuttmg side wall portions providing for
positive connection of the two sections together in side-
by-side horizontal aligned relation to each other, said
locking element being elongated and H-shaped in cross
section comprising an elongated body portion with a pair
of longitudinal flanges nro;ectmg from each of opp051te
edges thereof, each pair of flanges frictionally gripping
said abutting side wall portions adjacent the correspond—
ing edges of said notches.
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