| “A. C. ELLIS. -
Improvement in Carpet-Stretchers. °
- No. 129,802, G — | Patented July 23, 1872,

A MLERR R S

a&,a;,zi; b6 ..
Vo Ry v

ot s

AM. PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHIC CO. .Y, (0SBORNES PROCESS)




. UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

. ALDRIDGE C. ELLIS, OF BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN.

IMPROVEMENT IN CARPET-STRETCHERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 129,802, dated July 23, 1872,

To whom it may concern: : s
- Be it known that I, ALDRIDGE C. ELLIS, of
Birmirigham, in the county of Oakland and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Carpet-Stretchers; and

" “Tdo declare that the following is a true and ac-

curate description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon and being a
part of this specification, in which my inven-
tion is shown in perspective.

. This invention has for its object to provide
a device by which a carpet may be smoothly
and uniformly stretched on the floor of an
apartment to which it is to be tacked. The
invention consists in a pair of bars sliding on
each other, being actuated by a cord- passing
around a sheave in one end of each bar, one
end of the moving bar being provided with a
clamp to hold the edge of the fabric while
stretching; also, in.a ratchet and pawl for
maintaining the strain upon the carpet, the
whole being arranged to operate as more fally

- hereinafter set forth.

In the drawing, A represents a portion of
the floor of an apartment; B, the wash-board;
and C, the carpet that is being laid, and which

_has been tacked down to the floor along the
_edge next the wash-board, seen on the left of
the drawing. DD’ aretwowooden bars, which.
slide on each other, being held together by the
metallic straps @ o/, which pass from near the
end of each around the body of the other.
The bar D has an arm, b, across its end, se-
cured thereto in the manner of a T-square.

On this arm is laid a similar one, b’, through-
which pass serew-bolts ¢ from the bottom one, \°

onwhich screwsare threaded tail-nuts ¢/, which
thus convert. the arms into clamps. At one

side of the bar D there is a ratchet-piece, d,
and to the side of the other bar there is piv-
oted a pawl,d’; which engages with theratchet
and prevents the bar D from sliding back
when extended. Just back of the pawl one-
end of a cord, E, is secured to the bar D/;
thence it is led around a sheave, ¢, mortised
in the back end of the bar D; thence around-
a sheave, ¢/, mortised in the outer end of the
bar D', ' :

The carpet being tacked down along one
edge, the operator raises the pawl and slides
back the bar D under its mate, laying the lat-
ter down against the wash-board; he then in-
troduces the free edge of the carpet between
the clamps b b’ and screws down the nuts;
then, by pulling the cord E, the bar D will be
forced forward toward the other side of the
room, and, when the carpet is stretched to
place, the pawl holds it, when two or three
tacks may be driven through the carpet be-
hind the clamp, which may then be removed,
and the edge of the carpet be tacked in the
usual manner. -

The ecarpet, having a considerable breadth
in the clamp, is not only tightly stretched, but
cannot fail to lie smooth.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— -

. The herein-described carpet-stretcher, con-
sisting of the bars D D/, straps a «, clamps b
b’, nuts ¢_¢/, ratchet d, pawl d, sheaves ¢ ¢/,
and cord E, arranged and operating substan-

tially as shown and set forth.

ALDRIDGE C. ELLIS.

Witnesses:
H. F. EBERTS,
J. W. BOWLER.




