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To all chom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. CLARK, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Jacksonville, in the county of 
Duval and State of Florida, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Portable Shelves, of which the following is 
a Specification, reference being had therein 
to the accompanying drawing. - 
This invention relates to a portable shelf 

and has for its principal object the produc 
tion of a shelf which may be easily attached 
to and detached from a support. 
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Another object of this invention is the production of a shelf provided with a bail 
which bail is adapted to be attached to a 
Support in such a manner as to hold the body 
portion of the shelf in a horizontal position. 
A still further object of this invention is 

the production of a shelf which is struck 
from a blank sheet of metal and is provided 
With integral teeth adapted to engage a sup 
port. 
A still further object of this invention is 

the production of a supporting bail which is 
provided with an engaging loop which will 
extend parallel to the support. 
In the drawings:- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 

vice showing the same attached to a support. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the device 

showing the same attached to a support. 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the device. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical section 

taken through the device. 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the blank from 

which the body portion of the shelf is 
formed. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary bottom plan view 
of a modified form of the device. 

Fig. 7 is a vertical section taken through 
the modified form. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
by numerals, it will be seen that 1 represents 
a support which is provided with the nail 2. 
Upon the nail 2 is held the bail 3 which is 
provided with the loop 4, which loop 4 en 
gages the nail 2. This bail 3 is provided 
upon one end with the arm 5 which extends 
at right angles and in the same plane with 
the bail. Upon the other end of the bail is 
provided the arm 6 which extends at an 
angle of about 80 from the corresponding 
portion of the bail. These arms 5 and 6 
are adapted to pass through the depending 
side portions 7 of the shelf 8. 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patiented Aug. 28, 1913. 
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The shelf 8 is struck from a sheet of metal 
so as to provide the body portion 9 and the 
depending side portions 7. A pair of these 
side portions 7 are provided with apertures 
10 which receive the arms 5 and 6. One of 
the remaining depending side portions is 
provided with the integral teeth 11. It will 
be seen that the side portions 7 are bent 
along the dotted lines 12 at right angles to 
the body portion 9, and that the teeth 11 are 
bent so as to extend at right angles to the 
depending portion 7. It will be noted that 
the apertures 10 are situated about a fourth 
of the distance of the entire side portion 
from One end thereof. 
The arms 5 and 6 are placed within the 

apertures 10 and the loop 4 is placed over 
the nail 2 and the shelf is pressed or forced 
toward the support so that the teeth 11 will 
penetrate the same as clearly shown in 
Fig. 2. 

It should be noted that the loop 4 when 
the shelf is in the position shown in Figs. 1 
and 2 will extend parallel to the support 1. 
It should also be noted that the arm 6 will 
hold the shelf 8 in a horizontal position 
while the loop 4 is being placed over the 
nail 2 and while the operator is forcing the 
teeth 11 into the support 1. This construc 
tion is clearly shown in Fig. 4 for when the 
loop 4 is extending at an angle of about 45° 
from the shelf 8, the end of the arm 6 will 
engage the bottom of the body portion 9 of 
the shelf 8. This arm 6 will have enough 
strength and will bear sufficiently upon the 
bottom face of the body portion 9 to hold the 
shelf 8 in the desired horizontal position 
until the same is forced into engagement 
with the sunport by means of the teeth 11. 
By referring to Figs. 6 and 7, it will be 

seen that a slightly modified form has been 
produced. The bail in this modified form is 
substantially of the same construction; that 
is, it is provided with the U-shaped bail 3 
and is also provided with a loop 4 which 
will engage a nail or other supporting means. 
The arms 13 upon the modified form will 
pass through the body portion 9 of the shelf 
and will be bent so as to converge toward 
the plane of the bail 3, from which fact it 
will be seen that they will rest snugly upon 
the under face of the body portion 9 so as 
to support the shelf in a horizontal position 
when the bail is in engagement with a sup 
port. 
From the above description it will be seen 
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that a portable shelf has been produced 
which may be easily attached to a support 
because of the fact that when the bail is 
being placed in its proper position, the shelf 
proper will be in a substantially horizontal 
position so that the teeth 11 may be easily 
forced into engagement with the support. 
It will also be noted that a shelf has been 
produced which is formed from a blank of 
metal in such a manner as to form the body 
portion which has the depending side bor 
tions, one of said side portions having teeth 
struck therefrom which teeth will extend in 
the same plane as the body portion and en 
gage a support so as to hold up the inner 
portion of the shelf when the same is in 
operation. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. In a device of the class described, the 

combination of a shelf, a bail adapted to en 
gage said shelf, said bail being bent inter 
mediate its ends so as to form a loop, said 
loop being bent out of alinement with the 
plane of said bail so that when the device is 
in operation said loop will extend parallel 
with the support. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a shelf with a bail, said bail 
formed from a strand of wire and bent so as 
to form a substantially U-shaped body por 
tion, a loop provided in the middle of the 
valley of the U, said loop being bent out of 
alinement with the body portion of said bail, 
said bail provided upon one end with an arm 
extending in the same plane with said bail 
and at right angles to its adjacent portion, 
the other end of said bail being bent at an 
angle of approximately 80° so as to form an 
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arm which extends in the same plane with 
the body portion of said bail whereby the 
last-mentioned arm will engage the bottom 
portion of the shelf so as to normally hold 
the same in a horizontal position when the 
device is in operation. 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a shelf with a bail, said bail 
formed from a single strand of wire and 
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adapted to be bent in substantially U-shape, 
a loop provided intermediate the end por 
tions of said bail and bent out of allinement 
with the plane of the body portion of said 
bail, said bail being bent at its end portions 
so as to form arms converging toward the 
plane of Said bail, said arms adapted to go 
through the body portion of the shelf and 
bear upon the bottom face of the same so as 
to normally hold said shelf in a horizontal 
position. 

4. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a shelf with a bail, said bail 
adapted to engage said shelf and to be bent 
so as to be attached to a support, said shelf 
adapted to be formed from blank metal so as 
to form a square body portion, depending 
side portions adapted to be bent at right 
angles to said body portion, one of said de 
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pending side portions adapted to have teeth 
struck therefrom, said teeth extending at 
right angles to said depending side portion 
and parallel to said body portions, said 
teeth adapted to engage said support So as 

70 

to hold up the inner portion of said shelf 
when the same is in operation. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my . 

signature. 
GEORGE W. CLARK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C." r 


