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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, JOEN N. MoErHN, of Mil-
waukee, in the county of Milwaunkee and State
of Wisconsin, have invented » new and use-
ful Improvement in Check-Hooks, of which
the following is a deseription, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, which are
a part of this specification.

My inveuntion has relation to improvements
in check hooks.

The object of the invention is to provide a
hook which while presenting an absolute safe
guard against the animal working the rein
from disengagement therewith, yet, at the
same time is of such construction that a per-
son may readily effect the engagement aund
disengagement of the rein. '

With the above object in view, the inven-
tion consists of the devices and parts, or their
equivalents,ashereinafter more fully set forth
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figurel, is
a side elevation, the rein being shown in full
line in one of the positions it assumes in the
process of attaching, and in dotted lines the
position it assumes just before being carried
1nto complete engagement. Fig. 2 is a front
elevatiou, and Fig. 3, isa side elevation show-
ing a slightly modified construction of the
lower portion .of the hook, the rein being
shown in full line in complete engagement.

Likenumerals of reference denote like parts
throughout the several views.

The hook is constructed from a single piece
of heavy wire 4. This wire is curved upward
from its lower portion to form a circular mem-
ber 5, said member merging at its rear into a
reversely curved and obliquely bent portion

.6, which, in turn, joins or merges into an-

other curved member 7, parallel to, but re-
moved a slight distance laterally, from the
curved member 5. The end of the curved

portion 7 is extended vertically, and termi-
nates in an ornamental head 8.

In Figs. 1 and 2 the lower end of the wire
4'is shown threaded as indicated at 9, said
threaded end receiving thereon a nut 10.
Above the threaded portion, the wire is pro-

vided with an annular lange 11. This forms
one means for attaching the hook to the gig
saddle of the harness. I wish itto be under-
stood, however, that I do not limit my inven-
tion to any particular form of construction of
the lower portion of the hook, inasmuch as
it is obvious that this may be constructed in
avariety of different ways, Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings illustrating one of the many forms. In
this figure the lower end of the wire is ex-
tended horizontally and flattened, as indi-
cated at 12. This flattened portion is pro-
vided with an opening through which a serew,
bolt, or other attaching means may be passed.

In attaching a rein to the hook, the loop of
the strap is first passed over the entire hook.
One side of the strap is then brought up be-
tween the two curved members 5 and 7, as
shown by the full line position of the rein
illustrated in Fig. 1. The strap is nextswung
up to the dotted line position Fig. 1, after
which it can be readily breught over the head
of the upper end of the wire to the position
shown in Fig. 3, which is the position the line
assumes when completely checked or hooked.

The device is so attached to the gig-saddle
that the two parallel strands of the spiral are
at the front, or toward the head of the horse.
When a pull is exerted on theline, therefore,
the loop of the line isbrought to bear against
the said parallel strands.

In detaching the rein, it is first turned up
from the position shown in full line in Fig.
3 to the dotted line position Fig. 1, then to
the full line position Fig. 1, then down in the
space between the curved members 5 and 7,
and finally around back of the reversely
curved oblique member 6.

I do not wish to be understood as restrict-
ing my device entirely to its use as a means
for fastening check reins of harness. It is
obvious that it may be found adaptable to
many uses wherein a strap is to be secured.

From the above description, it will be seen
that my device is exceedingly simple in con-
struction, inexpensive of production, and
forms an absolute safe guard against the ac-
cidental disengagement of the check line.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desive to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A check-hook, consisting of a wire hav-
ing a lower base portion for attachment to the
gig saddle, a terminal portion, and a spiral
intermediate the base and terminal portions,
the two parallel strands of said spiral being
disposed at the front to take the bearing of
the loop of the check-rein, substantially as
set forth. ’

2. A check-hook consisting of a wire hav-
ing a lower base portion for attachment to the

529,561

gig-saddle, a terminal straight portion on a
vertical line with the base portion, and a
spiral intermediate the base and terminal
portions, the two parallel strands of said spi-
ral being disposed at the front to take the
bearing of the loop of 'the check-rein, sub-
stantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof L affix mysignatarein
presence of two witnesses.
JOIIN N. MOEHN.

Witnesses:
ARTHUR L. MORSELL,
ANNA V. FAUST.
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