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To all choin it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY HUss, of Mount 

Vernon, in the county of Westchester and 
State of New York, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Book-Racks, whichim 
provement is fully set forth in the following 
specification, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 represents a front view, in perspec 
tive. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section. 

Similarletters indicate corresponding parts. 
This invention consists in attaching ledges 

orprojections to a board orbase-plate, on which 
ledges the under side of the book is to rest. 
A certain distance above each ledge is a wire 
arm or bail, which is hinged to the board or 
base-plate to which the ledges are attached, 
and which is designed to pass across the book 
near its top edge, thus giving the book an in 
clined position on the rack, and allowing the 
title of the book to be readily seen. By this 
arrangement the books are also placed one 
above the other, so as to expose the title of 
each book. 
In the drawing, the letter. A designates the 

board or base-plate to which the ledges b b b 
are attached, on which ledges rest the lower 
edges of the books, as shown in the drawing. 
The swinging arms or bails c c e are hinged 
to the board or base-plate A, each of the arms 
being attached a certain distance above their 
corresponding ledges b b b. These swinging 
arms or bails c c 0 pass across the faces of the 
books near their top edges, by which means 
the books are securely held, at the same time 
that they assume an inclined position, which 
allows their titles to be plainly exposed to 
WeW. 

By this arrangement, also, the books are 

placed one above the other, so that the title 
of each book can be seen, and the title is not 
concealed by the book adjacent to it. The 
arms or bails c c 0 are hinged to the board or 
base-plate A, so that they can be swung out 
of the Way, by which arrangement the book 
can be easily taken from the rack, and as read ily replaced. 

It is evident that the ledges b b b, in 
stead of being attached to the board or base 
plate A, may be of one piece with it, or that 
the ledges b b b, together with the base-plate A, 
can be made of metal, or any desirable sub 
stance, and cast or pressed in a die, without 
altering the nature of my invention; also, the 
swinging arms c c c can be made of cord or 
any flexible material, and arranged so that 
they can be shortened or lengthened, thus giv 
ing the book any desired inclination. 

Instead of books, pamphlets, bill-heads, and 
other papers of a similar nature can be placed 
in the rack. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
In a book-rack, the combination, with a suita able base-plate, A, of a series of Supporting 

ledges, bb b, and swinging retaining-bails c cc, 
so that books or other papers of various sizes 
can be placed on the rack one above the other, 
leaving a part of the faces of the books, to 
gether with their titles, exposed to view, sub 
stantially as herein shown and described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand and seal this 24th 
day of October, 1877. 

HENRY HUSS. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

J. WAN SANT VOORD, 
OTTO HUFELAND. 

  


