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(57) Abstract

A package for a multiple array of individually packed items, comprises a tray (2) with a raised lip, a close packed array of
individual packs (1) on the tray, a planar sheet material (3) parallel to the base of the tray and overlying the top of the array of
packages and fastening means (4) holding the planar sheet to the tray to hold the package together. Preferably the individual
packages are arranged on the tray in inverted position with their bases uppermost so that the goods may be displaced on the
shelves, for example a supermarket, by inverting the packaging so that the individual packages are upright and then removing the

tray.
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.DISPLAY PACKBGING

This invention relates to display packaging, that is to say
packaging for goods that are supplied to a retailer, e.g. a
supermarket and are displayed on the shelves for sale while still
remaining at least partially within the packaging.

One form of such packaging in general use, particularly for canned
products comprises a tray with a raised lip in which the products
are arranged and which is then shrink wrapped in for example
polythene. For display on, for example, supermarket shelves the
shrink wrapping is removed and the tray with the array of
individual packages is placed on the shelf.

This form of packaging has a number of disadvantages. First,it
normally employs plastics material which is increasingly being
perceived to be‘ecologically undesirable; secondly, particularly
with small cans the sides of the tray hide much of the label and
the information contained thereon; thirdly, the sides of the tray
make it difficult for the consumer to extract the product,
particularly when the products are close packed on, for example,
supermarket shelves. Fourthly, it is difficult to handle the tray
and load it onto a supermérket shelf once the covering film has
been removed.

There has recently been proposed a sleeve packaging arrangement,
especially for the packaging of such products as cereals in
cardboard boxes which comprises a corrugated cardboard sleeve which
is wrapped around an array of cereal boxes and is held in position
such that the packets are retaihed within the sleeve by an adhesive
paper tape.

This package has the advantage of using ecologically desirable

materials but has the disadvantage that when the paper tape is cut
for unloading of the product onto the shelves and the packages are
pushed through the sleeve onto the shelf there is a risk that the
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packages will fall over so that the shelf stacker effectively has
to stack the shelf by hand. This form of packaging is moreover not

suitable for use with typical collations of cylindrical cans.

This invention provides a display package arrangement which is not
subject to the disadvantages of the prior systems in that it may
use no polymeric materials in its construction; in the primary
- package the information con&eyed on the label, such as the type of
product, is not obscured; the product can be displayed in the open
package without such information being obscured; and the product
can be taken from a shelf without having to lift it over the edge
of a tray. In addition thé package is easier to handle when loading

shelves than the shrink wrapped trays.

According to the invention packaging for a multiple array of
individual packed items comprises a tray with a raised lip, a close
packed array of individual packages on the tray; a planar sheet
material parallel to the base of the tray overlying the top of the
array of packages and fastening means holding the planar sheet to

the tray for holding the package together.

The package is preferably formed by stacking the individual
packages on the tray in inverted position, i.e with any writing
upside down. When the package is to be opened and the goods placed
on display the package is inverted so that the individual packages
stand on the planar sheet material, the fastening means are
released and the tray is discarded leaving the product standing in
a upright position on the planar sheet.

Normally the package will comprise a single layer of individual
packages.

The fastening means for the package preferably comprises a paper
tape fastening. Such paper tape may be gummed or coated with
pressure sensitive or heat activated adhesive or may be uncoated
and secured to adhesive coated areas of the tray and planar sheet.
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Other fastenings, for example polypropylene strapping may, however,
equally well be used. The use of paper fastenings has ecological
advantages but also has the additional advantage that it can
readily be used in wide enough form to carry a bar code
identification, product description, traffic codes or other useful
information thereby facilitating check of the goods into and out of
warehousing etc. It can also be readily printed with other
desirable information.

The material for the packaging of the invention is preferably
cellulose based, for example, corrugated cardboard but plastics
materials may equally well be used and frequently will be used

where the packaging or a part of the packaging, e.g. the tray, is
intended to be returnable.

The invention will now be described in greater detail by way of
example with reference to the drawing which shows one form of
packaging according to the invention.

As shown in the drawing one form of package comprises two dozen
cans 1 arranged in a 6 x 4 array in a corrugated cardboard tray 2.

The cans 1 are arranged in the tray 2 in inverted position, that is
to say with their labels inverted.

A planar sheet 3 of corrugated card is then laid over the bases of
the cans and is secured in position by strips of adhesive paper
tape 4 at the sides and ends.

For display on a supermarket shelf the pack is inverted from the
position shown in the drawings so that the cans stand on their
bases on the planar sheet 3 and the tray 2 is removed.

It will be appreciated that if desired, primarily for transport of

the packs, a number of packs, eg as shown in the drawings, can be
stacked one upon the other with the tray of the upper pack

QURSTITIITF SHFFT
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contacting the planar sheet of the underlying pack with the whole
assembly held together with adhesive paper tape so that, if
desired, the array as a whole can be used as a sale display with
the top layer exposed and with subsequent discard of the planar
sheet and the next underlying tray as each succeeding layer becomes

required for sale.
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CLAIMS

1. A package including a multiple array of individually packed
items comprising a tray with a raised lip, a close packed array of
.individual packages on the tray, a planar sheet material parallel
to the base of the tray and overlying the top of the array of
packages and fastening means holding the planar sheet to the tray
to hold the package together.

2. A package according to Claim 1, wherein the individual
packages are arranged on the tray in inverted position with their
bases uppermost.

3. A method of forming a package of a multiple array of
individually packed items which comprises forming a close packed
array of individual packages on a tray with a raised lip, with the
packages being in inverted position, placing a planar sheet
material on the bases of the packages on the tray and applying
fastening means to hold the planar sheet to the tray to retain the
individual packages within the packaging.

4, Packaging for a multiple array of individual packed items
substantially‘as described herein with reference to the drawing.
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