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~ This invention relates to golf tee guards
or locating devices and aims primarily to
provide a guard for a golf tee, that may be
rapidly atfached thereto or detached there-
from, that is especially designed to restrain-
ingly engage the tee at any selected point of
axial adjustment thereon so that the player
may tee the ball at any desired height, that
readily checks or arrests the flight ‘or mo-
mentum of the tee in the eévent the same is
struck or dislodged from the ground by the
player, and that functions and serves-to ex-
pedite and _facilitate the locating and: re-
covery of the dislodged tee. »
Contemplated by the present invention is
a golf tee guard of conspicuous shape and

color, preferably fabricated as an integral -

structure from flexible or resilient material,
said guard having a novel golf tee engaging
aperture formed therein adjacent one end

" Jand having a distinguishing and conspicu-

7 ous symbol provided thereon
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. views of which
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opposite end thereof, all of which are im-
portant objects of the invention and are to
be correlated in the broad aim of enhancing
the efficiency of the device for general use.
The above, and additional objects which
will hereinafter be more specifically treated,
are attained by such means as are shown in
the accompanying drawings described in the
following specification and the more: clearly
pointed out in the claims, which are append-
ed hereto and form part of this application.
With reference to the drawings, wherein
is illustrated the preferred embodiment of
the invention, and throughout the several
like characters of reference
designate similar parts. :
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the golf tee
guard comprehended: by my present, inven-
tion. . : ‘
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal gection of the same

_ taken through 2—2 of Fig. 1. .
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Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary plan
view of the apertured end of the guard:

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary longi-
tudinal section taken through 4—4 ot Fig. 3.

Fig. b is a similar .section of a slightly

" modified form.’
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‘the guard, as it

TFigs. 6 to 8 inclusive, are side elevations of
would appear when em-
ployed at different teeing
well known type of golf tee, and

Figs. 9 to 11 inclusive, are similar ‘views

of a slightly modified form of guard em-’

adjacent the

‘tively insure of the same restrainingl

heights with a:

ployed with another well known type of
golt tee. ‘ ‘
While the golf tee guard of the present in-
ventign may be otherwise formed, the same
is preferably fabricated from suitable re-
silient, or flexible material, such as rubber,
leather or the like, in the form of a.flat
elongated integral structure having a cur-
vilinear contour. A
The numeral 10 designates a relatively
thin and substantially elliptical body por-
tion provided adjacent one end with a con-
spicuous symbol, sich as a white or colored
star 11, and Laving at the opposite end a
relatively thin substantially circular por-
12 Integrally connected therewith and

tion
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extending therefrom ‘in prolongation to the

major axis thereof, said portion 12 having
a kéoss 13 formed thereon adjacent its outer
end. , '

" Formed within the boss 18 is an axially
disposed aperture or opening 14 the walls
of ‘which converge or taper inwardly from

-each end thereof to form an annular golf tee

engaging edge 15 at the juncture of the con-
vergent portions of said walls substantially

‘midway the length of the aperture, a series -

%
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of radially disposed slits 16 are cut at uni- -

form spaced intervals Within the convergent
walls of the aperture 14 in symmetrical re-
lation to the edge 15, as shown more clearly

85 .

in Fig. 4, to thereby prevent undue compres- -

sion or distortion of such edge and to posi-
en-
gaging the golf tee uniformly at any se ected
teeing height of the correlated golf ball
thereof. - ‘ ' S

In Fig. 4 the aperture 14 disclosed is de-
signed to accommodate golf tees having a
su%stanti-ally uniform taper throughout.

their length, while, in Fig. 5 an aperture 17

of slightly reduced diameter is disclosed to

accommodate golf tees having cylindrical
stems of relatively small diameter and pro-

" vided with tapered heads, which latter at
minimum teeing heights of the golf ball fit

snugly. within the upper flaring end of such
aperture. ‘

Obviously, when the golf tee is inserted .
and seated within the aperture 14 the corre-
lated tee engaging edge 15 thereof will have
a tendency to curl downwardly to thus more
positively engage and more firmly adhere
to the sides of the golf tee. ' :

A primary and important feature of the
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device of the invention is that the same is
fabricated from material of a conspicuous

and distinctive color, or in the event that-
the device is fabricated from material hav-

ing no conspicuous or distinctive color, such
device is painted or coated with a medium

‘having a high color, and the correlated star,

or other symbol 11 thereof, either finished
in white or in a.conspicuous and distinctive
color differing from the general color of the
device, so as to render the latter easily dis-
tinguishable if driven any distance from its
original placement. ‘

In Figs. 6 to 8 inclusive, the numeral 18
designates a_well known type of golf tee,

-and 19-a golf ball, which ball is shown at
-different teeing heights in said views with

relation to the device of the invention, 1n
this connection it may be well to state that
the diameter of the annular edge 15 is such
that the same will positively and restrain-
ingly engage the golf tee 18, when the latter
is set at the maximum teeing height of the
golf ball, due priniarily to the resilient na-
ture of the material of the guard, and that
as the teeing height of the ball 19 is lowered
the golf tee 18 is forced further through the
aperture 14 and in consequence thereof is

more firmly and positively engaged by the -

resilient annular edge 15, as will be mani-
fest and apparent. o :

In Figs. 9 to 11 inclusive, the numeral 20
designates another, well known type of golf
tee and 21°a golf ball, which is also shown at
different teeing heights in said views with

relation to the golf tee guard, said golf tee

20 being restrainingly engaged within the
aperture 17 of its guard in the identical man-
ner~to that hereinbefore described for the
tee 18. :

As previously stated the device of the in-
vention may be formed from any suitable
resilient or flexible material, but actual ex-
perience has demonstrated that the best re-

“sults are obtained, when such device is fabri-

cated from rubber, for the reason that due

to the inherent resilience of the latter, the -

device will and must necessarily adhere
firmly to the tee at all tiines irrespective of
the teeing height of the golf ball, to thereby
positively prevent separation of the corre-
lated tee and guard thereof. )
- Manifestly, therefore, the device of the in-
vention, is. extremely simple, inexpensive,
compact and durable in construction, is re-
liable and efficient in use, and may be con-
veniently carried by golf players.’

While I have herein disclosed my inven-
tion” with sufficient detail to enable those

skilled in the art to understand the mode of.

construction and the principles involved, it
is to be understood, that there is no inten-
tional limitation herein to the specific form
and precise details of construction of the

invention shown and described, except as ex-
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pressly defined by the appended claims, and -

that various modifications of such form and
construction may be resorted to without de-

parting from the spirit of the invention or-

the benefits derivable therefrom. I also de-
sire_to have it understood that the device
of the invention may be employed with other
golf tees than’those shown and described.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:— R

1. A golf tee guard having a relatively
thin elongated bedy provided adjacent one
end thereof with a convergent aperture to
accommodate and restrainingly engage a
golf tee. -

2. A golf tee guard having a relatively
thin body of curvilinear contour provided
with an aperture the walls of which are con-
stricted at.a selected point thereon to accom-
modate and restrainingly engage a golf tee.

3. A golf tée guard having a relatively
thin conspicuously colored body provided
with a longitudinally slitted convergent
aperture to accommodate and restrainingly
engage a golf tee, : '

4. A golf tee guard having a relatively
thin body fabricated from rubber and hav-
ing an aperture formed therein, the walls of
which are constricted substantially midway
the length thereof to accommodate and re-
strainingly engage a golf tee thereat.

5. A golf tee guard comprising a rela-
tively thin body, and a boss on said body
having an aperture formed therein the walls
of which converge inwardly from the ends

thereof to accommodate and restrainingly-

engage a golf tee at the juncture of the con-
vergent portions of said walls.

6. A golf tee guard comprising =z rela-
tively thin body, and a boss upon one end of
sald body having an aperture formed there-
in the walls of which are longitudinally slit-

ted and converge inwardly from the ends of

the aperture to accommodate and restrain-

ingly engage a golf tee at the juncture of the.

convergent portions of said walls,

7. In a golf tee guard, in combination, a
relatively thin elongated body, a boss on said
body adjacent one end having a convergent
aperture formed therein to accommodate and
restrainingly engage a golf tee, and a con-
spicuous locating symbol affixed to said body
adjacent the opposite end thereof.

8. In a golf tee guard, in combination, a
relatively thin elongated colored body hav-
ing an aperture formed therein, the walls of
which are constricted at a selected point
thereon to accommodate- and restrainingly
engage a golf tee, and a conspicuous locatin
symbol of a contrasting color affixed to saiégi
body in spaced relation to said aperture,

9. In a golf tee guard, in combination, a
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relatively thin substantially elliptical main -

body portion, a conspicuous locating symbol
affixed thereto, and a relatively thin substan-
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tially circular portion integrally connected

to one end of said body portion having a con-
vergent aperture.formed therein to accom-
mogate and restrainingly engage a golf tee.
" 10. In a golf tee guard,in combination, a
relatively thin substantially elliptical main
body portion, a conspicuous locating symbol
afixed thereto adjacent one end thereof, a
relatively thin substantially circular por-
tion integrally connected to the opposite
end of said body portion in alignment with

‘its major axis, and a boss formed upon said

circular portion adjacent its outer end hav-

ing an aperture therein, said aperture hav-
ing its walls converge inwardly from the -

ends thereof to accommodate and restrain-

ingly engage a golf tee at the juncture of the
convergent portiong of said walls. -

11. In combination with a golf tee, of a
guard therefor. comprising a relatively thin
body of resilient material, a boss on said
body having an aperture formed therein, and
means disposed within said ‘aperture to ac-
commodate and restrainingly engage said
golf tee at any selected point of axial ad-
justment thereon. ’

ture.

JOHN D. MULVEHILL.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
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