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too far and serves to discharge the signal 
from raised position when the box is opened. 
From this it is manifest that the cover ( 
may be opened and closed with the signal 
17 hanging down and the signal will so re 
main, but if the signal is set in raised posi 
tion it will remain raised until the box is 
opened, when it will fall to the lower posi 
tion. 
When mail is placed in the receptacle the 

signal will be raised and set by hand to de 
note that the box contains mail, the mail 
cannot be withdrawn without dropping the 
signal, and if all the mail is not withdrawn 
the signal will again be set by the parties 
withdrawing the same, while if all the mail 
is taken out, the signal will be left down to 
indicate that the box is empty. 
The signal 17 is intended to be set for 

the purpose of indicating to the carrier that 
mail is in the box to be taken up, thus the 
carrier will know without stopping whether 
or not the box contains mail. When mail is 
in the box to be collected by the carrier, he 
can with one arm reach across the rod 14, al 
lowing a slight pressure downward on the 
rod which will open the cover 6 and with the 
hand of the same arm withdraw the mail, in 
Some cases without making a stop. 

It is manifest that while my invention 
is particularly adapted to the rural mail 
Service, it may be advantageously employed 
for the collection and distribution of mails 
or other matter in more densely populated 
districts and certain features of the inven 
tion may be varied by the skilled mechanic 
without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is:- 

In rural mail boxes the combination of a 
stationary cylindrical sheet metal receptacle 
having an opening throughout the length of 
the upper side and closed ends, a segmental 
semirevoluble cover fitted over said open 
ing with ends extending down over the ends 
of said receptacle and pivoted thereto at 
each end on the center line of said recep 
tacle, said cover having rigid arms 20 Se 
cured to the ends thereof and weights 9 se 
cured to said arms to hold said cover nor 
mally closed but in revoluble position, arms 
10 extending across the ends of said recep 
tacle and secured thereto, said arms extend 
ing laterally from one side of said recep 
tacle then up to a point higher than the top 
of said receptacle, a pair of rocker arms 11 
and 12 located at the opposite ends of said 
receptacle and pivoted at 13 to arms 10, the 
outer ends of said arms 11 and 12 being con 
nected with a handle bar 14 located always 
higher than the top of said receptacle, and 
links 15 connecting the inner ends of arms 
11 and 12 to rigid arms 16, said arms and 
said links being for the purpose of rotating 
said segmental cover from the opening of 
said cylinder by a downward pressure of the 
mail collector's arm on rod 14 and to avoid 
the necessity of using the hand in opening 
the said mail box. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

ALVIN L, WILTSE. 
Witnesses: 

HARRY W. BERONIUS, 
LOUIs H. DOERING. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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