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UNITED STATES PATEN OFFICE.

BERNIHARD J. L. BOLT, OF §
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Specifieation of

Letters Patent.  Patented Dec, 20, 1910.

Application filed Wovember 23, 1909, Serial No. 529,604, °

To _all whom it may concern,:

Be it known that I, Berxwann J. L. Borr,
a subject of Denmarlk, residing in the
and county of San Francisco and State of
California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Match-Boxes, of
which the following is a specification,

The invention relates to that class of
match boxes fully set forth and described in
my application for Letters Patent, Serial
Number 524,457,
Patent Office on the 25th day of October,
1909; the object of the present invention
being to simplify the construction of the
match box disclosed by the aforesaid appli-
cation, to reduce the expense incident to the
manufacture of a mateh box capable of re-
ceiving at one filling an entire box of

matches, and at the same time to dispense |

with the necessity of having to open fully
the closing cover of the box in order to
withdraw a match therefrom.

To comprehend the invention reference
should be had to the accompanying sheet of
drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a_perspective view of the box
closed and partly filled with matches. Tig.
2 1s a similar view of the box with its hinged
lids or cover plates partly opened. Fig. 8
1s a perspective view of the box, illustrating
a match as being extracted therefrom. Fig.
4 is a perspective view of the box viewed
from its under surface.

In the drawings, the body of the box is
illustrated as being composed of the bottom
1 and end walls 2, which are preferably
struck or stamped from a single piece of
suitable material. To the bottom 1 the side
walls 3 and 4 are hinged, being held nor-
mally upward by the action of the springs 3.
Trom the side walls extend respectively the
lid or cover plates 6 and 7, which, in the
present case, are formed integral with the
side walls 3 and 4. These lid or cover plates
are provided with the depending end flanges
8, which, when the same are closed, embrace
the end walls 2 and hold the same from
spreading. To prevent the said end walls
from being compressed, the side walls 3
and 4 are formed with the inwardly ex-
tended shoulders 9, which bear against the
inner face of the end walls 2 and hold the
same from being forced inwardly, and at
the same time serve as guards to keep the
matches 10 within the box from slipping
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' outwardly, when the side walls are thrown
downwardly on an opening of the lid or
cover plates,

| A portion of each 1id or cover plate is re-
- moved, so that when the said plates are
closed a finger opening 11 is formed, through
which the thumb and fore finger are inserted
- when a match is to be withdrawn from with-
in the box. As the match is raised, the end
portions of the same bear against the under
face of the hinged lid or cover plates and
causes one or both of the same to move up-
wardly and separate sufficiently to permit
of the match passing outwardly between the
free edges of the lid or cover plates, which,
at the moment the match has been extracted,
return to normal or closed position, due to
the action of the springs .

In order to fill the box, the lid or cover
plates are swung upwardly their full dis-
tance by the pressure of the thumb and fore-
finger acting thereagainst, when an entire
box of matches may be turned into the box
as of one operation. The hand or finger
pressure being then released, the lid &r cover
plates are then restored to normal position
by the action of the springs 5, acting against
the hinged side walls 8 and 4.

It will be observed that the box may be
easily filled with matches at one operation,
and the matches quickly extracted there.
from as desired for use.

T'o enhance the appearance of the box and
to serve a useful purpose, there is secured
to the outer face of the bottom wall 1, a
mirror 12, Fig. 4 of the drawings.

While preference is given to forming the
lid or cover plates 6 and 7 and the side walls
8 and 4 integral, and hinging the side walls
to the bottom of the box, it is obvious that
the side wall may be formed integral with
the bottom and end walls, and the lid or
cover plates hinged to the upper edge of the
side walls. This is a detail of construction,
which in no manner causes a departure from
the invention.

The described pocket match box is to be
constructed in sizes to correspond to the
length of the standard matches, so as to
adapt the invention for commercially used
matches, Tnasmuch as the width of the box
18 considerably less than its Iength and of
the matches to be placed therein, there is no
danger of the matches jamming therein by
turning cross-wise of the box.
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Taving thus described the invention what |
is elaimed as new and desired to be protect- ﬁ
ed by Letters Patent is:— ,

1."A pocket match box, the same compris- N
ing a bottom and integral end walls stamped
from a single sheet of material, a plurality ‘
of 1id or cover plates each being provided |
with an integral side wall, hinged connec-
tions betseen each of the side walls and the \
outer edge of the bottom of the box, springs |
for holding upwardly the side walls, and cut
outs in the 1id or cover plates to form a L
finger opening when the said plates are |
closed to form the top wall of the box. '

2. A pocket match box, the same com-
prising a bottom and integral end walls,
Gide walls for the box, a spring held lid or
cover plate secured to each of the side walls, |
the said plates being provided with cut outs
to form a finger opening when the same are
closed, and flanges depending from each of |
the 1id or cover plates for embracing the |
end walls of the box. ‘

3. A pocket match box, the same com-
prising I
stamped from a single sheet of material, side |
walls hinged to the outer edge of the bot-
tom of the box, springs acting against said
side walls for normally holding the same
upwardly, shoulders projecting from the
cide walls to bear against the inner face of
the end walls, a lid or cover plate carried
by each side wall, the said plates being pro-
vided yith cut outs to form a finger open-
ing when the same are closed, and flanges
depending from the lid or cover plates for
embracing the end walls,

4. A match safe comprising a substan-
tially flat bottom having secured thereto |
ends; oppositely disposed sides extending |
from end to end of the safe and hingedly \
connected at their lower end to the edges of !
aid bottom whereby they may swing from |
an upright pesition in contact with said |
ends to a substantially horizontal position
in substantial alinement with the bottom,
top sections, one for each side, projecting at
an angle to the sides and secured thereto for
movement therewith and adapted to oyer-
lie the top of said ends, said top sections
having registering openings for the passage
of the finger of the operator to withdraw a
mateh, and means for normally retaining
1 top section in closed position, \

a bottom and integral end walls |

gald sides and
said means being yieldable under the pres-
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sure of the fingers against the wall of the
finger openings.

5. A match safe comprising a substan-
tially flat bottom having secured thereto
ends; oppositely disposed sides extending
from end to end of the safe and hingedly
copnected at their lower end to the edges
of said bottom whereby they may swing
from an upright position in contact with
said ends to a substantially horizontal posi-
tion in substantial alinement with the bot-
tom, lugs or projections on said sides ar-

| ranged to movably engage the inner sur-

face of said ends, top sections, one for each
side, projecting at an angle to the sides and
cecured thereto for movement therewith and
adapted to overlie the top of said ends, and
lngs or projections carried by said top sec-
tion and arranged to engage over the outer
surface of the ends when said top sections
are closed, said top sections having regis-
tering openings for the passage of the finger
of the operater to withdraw a match, and
tneans for normally retaining said sides and
top section in closed position, said means

| being vieldable under the pressure of the

finoers against the wall of the finger open-
ings.

6. A match safe adapted to receive an
ordinary box of matches, the same com-
prising a substantially rectangular shaped
Lottom plate having upwardly bent por-
tions at its ends constituting the ends of the
hox, oppositely disposed side sections hinged
directly to the bottom section at the sides
thereot so as to swing from a point in con-
tact with said ends to a point outwardly
{herefrom, said side sections being long1-
tudinally bent so as to provide overlying
top sections, which said top sectlons each
have registering substantially semi-circular
cpenings constituting finger openings, the
anid side sections having inwardly bent ends
arranged to engage the inner surface of the

end sections, and said top sections having

downwardly bent sections arranged to en-

cage the outer surface of said end sections,

~substantially as shown and specified.

Tn testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

BERNHARD J. L. BOLT.

Witnesses:

N. A. AcCKER,
A. K. Dacerrr,
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