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T'o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, J Crype Smrrm, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Piano-Cases, of
which the following, taken in connection
with the drawing, is a description.

My invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a lining for piano casings de-
signed to prevent the dry superheated air of
steam heated or furnace heated houses from
coming into contact with the actions and
sounding boards of pianos. '

Much difficulty has heretofore been ex-
perienced during the summer months by cer-
tain parts of the actions of the piano being
swollen with dampness which causes them to
stick and sometimes to refuse to work at all,
and later when the weather is cold and the
houses are heated, the same parts are rat-
tling from over dryness.

My invention is designed to overcome this
difficulty by providing a lining for the en-
tire casing of the piano, which lining shall
be of moisture proof material which will be
sufficient to keep the inside of the piano at
practically the same degree of humidity the
year around, and at the same time not make
any appreciable difference in the tone of the
instrument.

A further object in providing such a lin-
ing is to keep dust and moths out of the
piano and to prevent the parts from rusting
which is often caused by dampness.

My improved casing is very simple in
construction, can be easily placed in posi-
tion, and is effectual in all respects in the
performance of its functions, and in the ac-
companying drawings I have illustrated one
form of arrangement showing the lining ap-
plied to a piano casing, and in these draw-
Ings—

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view taken
through a piano casing, and TFig. 2 is a
transverse sectional view taken on line 2—9
of Fig. 1.

In carrying out my invention A repre-
sents the piano casing, which may be of
either metal or wood and of any size, shape
or design desired. B is one of the keys and
C the extension of the action; these forming
no part of my invention no detailed descrip-
tion thereof will be given.

C’ is a lining or covering which is prefer-
ably a light, thin, moisture proof air tight
material which may be of fabric, rubber, or
a combination of both, or any other material
suitable for such purpose, which is secured
to the piano casing by means of an adhesive,
which renders the casing practically air
tight, and thereby keeps the interior of the
piano at the same degree of humidity in all
changes of temperature. This lining will in
no way interfere with the tone of the piano,
or require any change in the construction of
the casings now in use.

I claim :—

An upright piano casing having an air
tight and moisture proof fabric lining se-
cured to the inside of the front and top
thereof and covering the back and bottom
of the casing, said lining being secured to
the casing whereby the humidity therem is
permanently maintained at practically the
same degree, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof T have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

J CLYDE SMITH.
Witnesses: '

James P. Craxe,
Cmarres 1. Coes,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
' Washington, D. C.” :
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