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can include a dynamic discount card that includes an infor 
mation access component for receiving information. In addi 
tion, the dynamic discount card can include a presentation 
component for displaying information to a user via the 
dynamic discount card. 
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PRESENTING OFFERS TO USERS OF 
MOBILE DEVICES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation and claims the 
priority benefit of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/881,923 
filed Sep. 14, 2010, which is a continuation and claims the 
priority benefit of Ser. No. 12/042,051 filed Mar. 4, 2008, now 
U.S. Pat. No. 7,815,114, which is a continuation and claims 
the priority benefit of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/867, 
625 filed Jun. 15, 2004, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,304,086, which 
claims the priority benefit of U.S. provisional application 
60/478,768 filed Jun. 16, 2003. The disclosures of the afore 
mentioned applications are incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Technical Field 
0003. The present invention relates to an e-commerce 
multiple criteria buying and selling methodology and more 
particularly to a method and apparatus of using the e-com 
merce multiple criteria buying and selling methodology to 
conduct business electronically. 
0004 2. Background of the Invention 
0005. The buying and selling of products and services has 
resulted in a vastarray of buying schemes that are used to vary 
the price at which Such products are sold. 
0006. One of the most common buying schemes which 
business encounters everyday is known as Volume buying. 
According to this buying scheme, sellers set a fixed unit price 
for their products based on the volume of units that a buyer is 
willing to purchase. Buyers desiring to purchase products 
from the seller are each required to pay the same fixed price 
depending on the Volume of units the buyer is purchasing. If 
a seller finds that the demand for a given product is greater or 
less than expected, the seller may later adjust the fixed price 
per unit of the product to account for Such findings. Although 
the fixed price per unit system provides a simple way for a 
seller to conduct business with multiple buyers, one drawback 
of this buying scheme is that it fails to provide buyers with a 
choice between a variety of different buying criteria that may 
be just as important or more important to the buyer than price. 
0007 For example, a buyer that is in need of goods, such as 
raw materials to make products for an expedited order may be 
willing to pay a higher price for a faster delivery time. 
Another buyer may be concerned with the quality of the 
goods they are purchasing, such that the buyer would pay a 
higher price for goods having a minimum number of defects. 
Yet another buyer may be concerned with the warranty time 
allotted for the goods they are purchasing, and may want the 
warranty of the goods that they are purchasing to match or 
exceed the warranty the buyers are offering their own cus 
tOmerS. 

0008. Yet another buying scheme that has been advanced 
in recent years is buyer-driven bidding. According to this 
buying scheme, a single buyer desiring to obtain a product 
communicates a price at which the buyer is willing to pur 
chase the product to multiple sellers. Each of the sellers is 
provided an opportunity to review the buyer's price. A sale is 
complete when one of the sellers agrees to sell the product to 
the buyer at the price suggested by the buyer. A buyer-driven 
bidding scheme is described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,794.207 
assigned to Walker Asset Management Limited Partnership 
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of Stamford, Conn. Another buyer-driven bidding scheme is 
described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,897,620 assigned to priceline. 
com Inc of Stamford, Conn. While the buyer-driven bidding 
scheme provides advantages for certain types of transactions 
when, for example, sellers may be willing to sell products at 
lower than normal prices, the uncertainties involved with 
whether a buyer's offer will be accepted is often problematic 
for high Volume commercial transactions in which the reli 
ability that a transaction will be complete is of paramount 
importance. Another problem with the present buying 
schemes is that the buyers have no control in determining the 
criteria of the productor services that they may receive, while 
the seller has no control of the type of purchase that the buyers 
request. 
0009 While the buying schemes described above have 
various advantages and disadvantages in different situations, 
a commonality among all of the buying schemes is that each 
buyer is not given the opportunity to choose amongst different 
buying criteria, which could be more important to the buyer 
than the price of the goods and/or services. Furthermore, each 
seller is not given a chance to offer their goods and/or services 
based on different selling criteria. In many instances, sellers 
are not even aware of what buyers consider important buying 
criteria. Additionally, sellers are sometimes not aware of what 
other selling criteria that other sellers might offer buyers. 
0010 Moreover, for manufactured items and many ser 
vices, the seller's capacity is finite. Accordingly, only so 
many widgets can be produced on a single production line 
within a single facility during a given amount of time, and 
only so many services can be delivered by a set number of 
resources. Thus, these capacities can vary in moments as 
capacity is utilized or lost. 
0011. Accordingly, there is a strong need in the art for a 
multiple criteria buying and selling scheme, which provides 
both buyers and sellers more control in a commercial pur 
chasing transaction, and overcomes the above mentioned 
drawbacks and others. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0012. The following presents a simplified summary of the 
invention in order to provide a basic understanding of some 
aspects of the invention. This Summary is not an extensive 
overview of the invention. It is not intended to identify key/ 
critical elements of the invention or to delineate the scope of 
the invention. Its sole purpose is to present some concepts of 
the invention in a simplified form as a prelude to the more 
detailed description that is presented later. 
0013. According to an aspect of the present invention, a 
dynamic discount card is provided. The dynamic discount 
card can interact with a multiple criteria buying and/or selling 
system or methodology to conduct business electronically. 
The dynamic discount card comprises an information access 
component and a presentation component. The information 
access component obtains pricing and product information. 
The information is displayed utilizing the presentation com 
ponent. 
0014. According to an aspect of the present invention, a 
user input component is provided. The user input component 
facilitates a user's ability to search for information to be 
displayed via the presentation component. Additionally and/ 
or alternatively, the user input component facilitates a user's 
ability to place an order and/or make a counteroffer. 
0015. According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, a multiple criteria buying and selling methodology is 



US 2014/0129367 A1 

provided. The multiple criteria buying and selling methodol 
ogy is structured to provide buyers and sellers with a variety 
of information relating to criteria in the purchasing of prod 
ucts to complete a business transaction. By providing the 
buyers and sellers with a variety of information, the buyers 
are able to make an informed decision in the buying process 
relating to each buyer's particular needs, and the seller's are 
able to control the type of purchases for their goods and 
services. To facilitate buying and selling products using the 
multiple criteria buying and selling methodology, an elec 
tronic forum is provided whereby buyers and sellers are able 
to conveniently exchange information and order products. 
0016. In the multiple criteria buying and selling method 
ology, a seller initially establishes a deal structure for a prod 
uct, which provides selling criteria information relating to the 
purchasing of the product, Such as Volume per unit price, 
quality, delivery time and warranty information that a buyer 
will be able to review if the selling criteria matches a buyer 
inputted buying criteria. The deal structure is preferably set 
up so as to provide buyers with both price and non-price 
criteria information that the buyer's would consider impor 
tant in a purchase of the type of product being offered by the 
seller. The deal structure is electronically made available to 
potential buyers of the product. For example, the deal struc 
ture may be displayed on an Internet site. 
0017. Accordingly, the multiple criteria buying and sell 
ing methodology provides more control for both buyers and 
sellers in the purchasing process. Buyer's define the buying 
criteria which they feel is important in purchasing a particular 
good or service. Seller's define the selling criteria which the 
seller feels is important to both the buyer and the seller. The 
buyer is provided with a list of deals in which the buyer's 
buying criteria falls within the seller's selling criteria. Fur 
thermore, the multiple criteria buying methodology encour 
ages the completion of deals. The multiple criteria buying and 
selling methodology allows a buyer to complete a deal in an 
expedited manner. The buyer can control their criteria and the 
seller can control their criteria allowing a more efficient man 
ner of conducting business. 
0018 Thus, according to one aspect of the present inven 

tion, a business transaction methodology is provided. The 
methodology includes offering a plurality of deals for at least 
one of a product and service offered by at least one seller 
inputting a plurality of buying criteria by a buyer for the at 
least one of a product and service, and outputting a list of 
deals from amongst the plurality of deals that match the 
buying criteria of the buyer. 
0019. In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention an Internet business transaction system is provided. 
The Internet business transaction system, includes a com 
puter adapted to be employed by a facilitator for hosting a 
commercial transaction over the Internet, the computer pro 
viding access to at least one buyer and at least one seller to 
carry out the commercial transaction, wherein at least one 
buyer makes a purchase from the at least one seller when a 
plurality of buying criteria defined by the buyer matches a 
plurality of selling criteria defined by the seller. 
0020. In accordance with yet another aspect of the present 
invention, a method of conducting a business transaction is 
provided. The method includes electronically offering a plu 
rality of deals on at least one of a product and service for sale, 
each of said plurality of deals being based on different offer 
ing criteria than each other of said plurality of deals, elec 
tronically searching the deals on the product for sale based on 
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a plurality of ordering criteria, outputting a list of deals of the 
plurality of deals which offering criteria matches the ordering 
criteria and selecting one of the deals of the list of deals which 
offering criteria matches the ordering criteria. 
0021. In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, an electronic signal is provided that is adapted to be 
transmitted between at least two computers. The electronic 
signal includes an algorithm for matching a buyer with at least 
one deal offered by at least one seller, the algorithm matches 
the buyer with the at least one deal based on a plurality of 
buying criteria defined by the buyer which matches a plurality 
of selling criteria defined by the at least one seller. 
0022. In accordance with yet another aspect of the present 
invention an Internet business transaction system is provided. 
The Internet business transaction system includes means for 
hosting a commercial transaction over the Internet, the means 
for hosting provides access to at least one buyer and at least 
one seller to carry out the commercial transaction, wherein 
the at least one buyer makes a purchase from the at least one 
seller when a plurality of ordering criteria, fall within the 
outer limits of a plurality of offering criteria, each ordering 
criteria being based on a buyer defined buying criteria, and 
each offering criteria being defined by the seller. 
0023. In accordance with yet another aspect of the present 
invention an Internet business transaction system is provided. 
The Internet business transaction system includes a first com 
puter adapted to be employed by a facilitator for hosting a 
commercial transaction over the Internet, a second computer 
adapted to be used by a buyer to link to the first computer to 
participate in the commercial transaction, a third computer 
adapted to be used by a seller to link to the first computer to 
participate in the commercial transaction, wherein the buyer 
makes a purchase from the seller when a plurality of buyer 
defined buying criteria matches a plurality of seller defined 
selling criteria. 
0024. In accordance with yet another aspect of the present 
invention a server is provided. The server includes a proces 
Sor, a memory coupled to the processor, and a network inter 
face coupled to the processor for transmitting and receiving 
data with at least one remote computer system, wherein a 
plurality of deals for a product offered for sale electronically 
is stored in the memory, each of the plurality of deals having 
different seller defined selling criteria, and wherein the server 
is configured to receive orders for the product from a plurality 
of different buyers via the at least one remote computer sys 
tem, by providing the plurality of different buyers with at least 
one deal of the plurality of deals matching a plurality of buyer 
defined buying criteria. 
0025. In accordance with still yet another aspect of the 
present invention, a system for conducting business electroni 
cally is provided. The system includes a central server, at least 
one computer system coupled to the server via a network, 
wherein a plurality of deals for a product offered for sale 
electronically is stored in the central server, each of the plu 
rality of deals having different seller defined selling criteria, 
and wherein the server is configured to receive orders for the 
product from a plurality of different buyers via the at least one 
remote computer system, by providing the plurality of buyers 
with at least one deal of the plurality of deals matching a 
plurality of buyers defined buying criteria. 
0026. Another aspect of the present invention relates to a 
business transaction methodology, including the steps of 
offering a plurality of deals for at least one of a product and 
service offered by at least one buyer; inputting a plurality of 
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selling criteria by a seller for the at least one of a product and 
service; and outputting a list of deals from amongst the plu 
rality of deals that match the selling criteria of the seller. 
0027. Yet another aspect of the invention relates to a sys 
tem for providing an electronic-based forum for conducting 
business transactions. The system includes means for creat 
ing a virtual deal room accessible by at least one seller and a 
plurality of buyers, the virtual deal room being dedicated to 
carrying out a business transaction for a specific product or 
service; means for aggregating purchase orders from at least 
two of the buyers of the plurality of buyers; means for pre 
senting the aggregated purchase orders to the at least one 
seller, and means for closing a transaction between the at least 
one seller and the at least two buyers regarding the aggregated 
purchase orders. 
0028. Another aspect of the present invention relates to an 
electronic-based forum for conducting business transactions, 
comprising: a first system for creating a virtual deal room 
accessible by at least two sellers and at least two buyers, the 
virtual deal room being dedicated to carrying out a business 
transaction for a specific product or service; a second system 
for aggregating at least one of purchase orders or offers for 
sale of the specific product or service from at least one group 
of the sellers and buyers; a third system for presenting the at 
least one of the aggregated purchase orders or aggregated 
offers for sale to at least one seller or buyer, respectively; and 
a fourth system for closing a transaction for the specific 
product or service. 
0029. Still another aspect of the present invention relates 
to an electronic-based forum for conducting business trans 
actions, comprising: a first system for creating a virtual deal 
room accessible by one buyer and a plurality of sellers of a 
specific product or service; a second system for aggregating 
offers for sale of the specific product or service from at least 
two of the sellers; a third system for presenting the aggregated 
offers for sale to the buyer; and a fourth system for closing a 
transaction for the specific product or service. 
0030 To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related 
ends, the invention then, comprises the features hereinafter 
fully described and particularly pointed out in the claims. The 
following description and the annexed drawings set forth in 
detail certain illustrative aspects of the invention. These 
aspects are indicative, however, of but a few of the various 
ways in which the principles of the invention may be 
employed and the present invention is intended to include all 
Such aspects and their equivalents. Other objects, advantages 
and novel features of the invention will become apparent from 
the following detailed description of the invention when con 
sidered in conjunction with the drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0031 FIG. 1 illustrates a dynamic discount system in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 
0032 FIG. 2 illustrates a dynamic discount card system in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 
0033 FIG.3 illustrates a dynamic discount card system in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 
0034 FIG. 4 illustrates a dynamic discount card system in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 
0035 FIG. 5 illustrates a dynamic discount card system in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 
0036 FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a methodology for trans 
acting business electronically is illustrated in accordance 
with an aspect of the present invention 
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0037 FIG. 7 illustrates a diagrammatic view of a system 
for electronically conducting business in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention. 
0038 FIG. 8a illustrates a block diagram of a central 
server in accordance with one aspect of the present invention. 
0039 FIG. 8b is a schematic illustration of a client com 
puter operatively coupled to a server computer system in 
accordance with one aspect of the present invention. 
0040 FIG. 9 illustrates a web page providing options to 
buyers and sellers desiring to conduct business electronically 
in accordance with one aspect of the present invention. 
0041 FIG. 10a illustrates a buyer's buying criteria input 
screen in accordance with one aspect of the present invention. 
0042 FIG. 10b illustrates a buyer's product ordering cri 
teria input Screen in accordance with one aspect of the present 
invention. 
0043 FIG. 10c illustrates a list of seller's deals matching 
the buyer's product ordering criteria in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention. 
0044 FIG.11 illustrates a flow chart for a buyer desiring to 
conduct business electronically in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention. 
0045 FIG. 12 illustrates an on-line registration form for a 
buyer in accordance with one aspect of the present invention. 
0046 FIG. 13 illustrates a buyer database stored in a cen 

tral server in accordance with one aspect of the present inven 
tion. 
0047 FIG. 14a illustrates a web page for a buyer to create 
or modify a deal in accordance with one aspect of the present 
invention. 
0048 FIG. 14b illustrates a seller's buying and selling 
criteria input screen in accordance with one aspect of the 
present invention. 
0049 FIG. 14c illustrates a seller's product ordering cri 
teria input Screen in accordance with one aspect of the present 
invention. 
0050 FIG.14d illustrates a input screen for adding buying 
and selling criteria to the deal in accordance with one aspect 
of the present invention. 
0051 FIG. 15 illustrates a flow chart for a seller desiring to 
conduct business electronically in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention. 
0.052 FIG. 16 illustrates an on-line registration form for a 
seller in accordance with one aspect of the present invention. 
0053 FIG. 17 illustrates a seller database stored in the 
central server in accordance with one aspect of the present 
invention. 
0054 FIG. 18 is a schematic illustration of an ordering 
process in connection with the above-identified invention. 
0055 FIG. 19 is a schematic illustration of an electronic 
forum for conducting a seller sponsored business transaction. 
0056 FIG. 20 is a schematic illustration of an electronic 
forum for conducting a buyer sponsored business transaction. 
0057 FIG. 21 is a schematic illustration of an electronic 
forum for conducting a buyer and seller co-sponsored busi 
ness transaction. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0058. The present invention is now described with refer 
ence to the annexed drawings, wherein like numerals refer to 
like elements throughout. It should be understood, however, 
that the drawings and detailed description thereto are not 
intended to limit the invention to the particular form dis 
closed. Rather, the intention is to cover all modifications, 
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equivalents, and alternatives falling within the spirit and 
Scope of the present invention. 
0059. As used in this application, the term “component' is 
intended to refer to a computer-related entity, either hard 
ware, a combination of hardware and software, Software, or 
Software in execution. For example, a component may be, but 
is not limited to being, a process running on a processor, a 
processor, an object, an executable, a thread of execution, a 
program, and/or a computer. By way of illustration, both an 
application running on a server and the server can be a com 
ponent. One or more components may reside within a process 
and/or thread of execution and a component may be localized 
on one computer and/or distributed between two or more 
computers. 
0060. Furthermore, the present invention may be imple 
mented as a method, apparatus, or article of manufacture 
using standard programming and/or engineering techniques 
to produce Software, firmware, hardware, or any combination 
thereof. The term “article of manufacture' (or alternatively, 
“computer program product’) as used herein is intended to 
encompass a computer program accessible from any com 
puter-readable device, carrier, or media. For example, com 
puter readable media can include but are not limited to mag 
netic storage devices (e.g., hard disk, floppy disk, magnetic 
strips . . . ), optical disks (e.g., compact disk (CD), digital 
versatile disk (DVD) . . . ), Smart cards, and flash memory 
devices (e.g., card, Stick). Of course, those skilled in the art 
will recognize many modifications may be made to this con 
figuration without departing from the scope or spirit of the 
Subject invention. 
0061 Referring initially to FIG. 1, a dynamic discount 
system 100 comprising an information access component 110 
and a presentation component 120 is illustrated according to 
an aspect of the present invention. The dynamic discount 
system 100 can be utilized to access offers such as, for 
example, derived from shopping bots, catalogs, etc. 
0062. The information access component 110 communi 
cates with a network and/or a bus and receives information 
related to price curves, quantities, etc. established by a wide 
variety of users (e.g., Suppliers). Thus, the information access 
component 110 can comprise a transmitter, receiver or both. 
For instance, the information access component 110 can be a 
receiver that obtains information wirelessly from a tower or a 
satellite. 
0063 Additionally, the information accessed via the infor 
mation access component 110 is further provided to the pre 
sentation component 120. The presentation component 120 
can comprise a display (not shown) to present information to 
a user and/or software to render the information into a dis 
playable format. The display can provide audio information, 
visual information, touch, etc. to the user. Thus, information 
can be displayed to a user via the dynamic discount System 
100. For example, the information access component 110 can 
receive updated price curves from a network, which can be 
provided to the presentation component 120. Furthermore, 
the presentation component 120 can display the updated price 
curves to the user. 
0064. By way of example, Enterprise Resource Planning 
(ERP) systems and a multitude of software vendors have 
attempted to bring into balance manufacturing Supply with 
demand over time. Products, along with quantities ordered 
over time and order frequency, are tracked and evaluated. 
These programs can include scheduling Software, ERP sys 
tems, forecasting methods, and, most recently, predictive 
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analysis and demandalgorithms, which help predict and man 
age estimated production. In many instances, these solutions 
have sought to estimate and respond to various demand Sce 
narios and optimize return on assets or utilization rates while 
meeting customer demand regarding item, options and deliv 
ery schedules. In many instances, the production schedule 
can be managed to meet predicted or real demand. As a result, 
resources can then be effectively planned and managed. 
0065 Pricing software can be employed to optimize profit 
by understanding individual demand and costs to service a 
customer. A price is determined based on Such characteristics. 
Pricing software can manage prices relative to individual 
customers. Price sensitivity tools, in addition to other metrics, 
can be provided to determine optimal price strategies and 
trade-offs. 
0066. The Internet has been a delivery tool to provide 
these solutions. New technologies such as wi-fi and pda's 
(personal digital assistants) can further extend the solutions 
throughout ever-larger geographic areas for this updated 
information on demand. 
0067. Demand aggregation, as described infra, has estab 
lished a fundamental, yet revolutionary, difference in existing 
ERP and pricing Software thinking. Demand aggregation 
effectively enables a supplier to offer products, volumes, 
options, ship dates and price curves tied to the Volume ordered 
by an entire group of unrelated buyers in pre-production or 
simply before the item has ever been produced. The exact 
number of items to be produced, the types and final price 
depend upon the quantity ordered. Furthermore, the Supplier 
can provide multiple price curves and multiple ship dates at 
different thresholds for the same item to different buyers, 
essentially grouping buyers individually or in Strategic Sub 
sets with a different set of products, options, and prices. Yet, 
inherent within the model set forth herein, every user (e.g., 
buyer) selecting the same ship date is helping other users 
(e.g., buyers and Supplier) reduce cost to produce items in 
question. Demand is grouped among unrelated buyers across 
states, countries and continents to lower prices. Mass cus 
tomization occurs while the Internet is utilized to group users 
in optimal economic ordering quantities. 
0068 Numerous options and features can be utilized upon 
this software platform including Smart pricing modules, seg 
menting individuals into different groups based on their 
ordering history, Smart shopping bots for buyers, etc. 
0069 Translation software is available to take existing 
product catalogs and other pertinent information and translate 
that into group dynamic price curves. This translation soft 
ware is also available as an XML-based or other data 
exchange format that could allow the demand aggregation 
offer to be created by a series of queries (e.g., a series of 
“What if questions that determine changes in volumes, prod 
ucts, options, price-curves, ship dates ...) that could be used 
to automatically populate an offer form and be made available 
to potential and existing users with Some screening filters 
offered to the supplier (e.g., D&B credit run on buyer first). 
0070 For instance, a company using any variety of pric 
ing, ERP, catalog, etc. software can list 5,000 widgets for 
delivery in 5 days with a price per unit of S1.00. The demand 
aggregation translation software can translate the existing 
“what if 10,000 are ordered, what if 20,000 are ordered, what 
if 40,000 are ordered, etc. to create in real-time a price 
discount curve tied to volume that can immediately be dis 
played for the buyers and compared to other available 
options. 



US 2014/0129367 A1 

0071. The dynamic discount system 100 is an add-on fea 
ture that can be employed by a buyer to connect to offers 
presented by supplier(s) in real-time and other “spot' offer 
ings derived from shopping bots, catalogs, etc. 
0072 Turning to FIG. 2, depicted is a dynamic discount 
card system 200 according to an aspect of the present inven 
tion. The system 200 comprises a dynamic discount card 
(DDC) 210 that is coupled to a configuration component 220. 
Additionally, the dynamic discount card 210 comprises the 
information access component 110 and the presentation com 
ponent 120 from FIG. 1. 
0073. The configuration component 220 facilitates con 
figuration of the dynamic discount card 210. For example, the 
configuration component 220 can initialize the information 
access component 110 such that the information received by 
the information access component 110 corresponds to a 
user's profile; therefore, the user can receive information 
associated with a group of goods and/or services offered by a 
Supplier(s). Additionally and/or alternatively, the configura 
tion component 220 can be employed to preset a discount 
amount for a particular dynamic discount card 210. The con 
figuration component 220 can configure the dynamic dis 
count card 210 locally and/or remotely. 
0074 For purposes of understanding and not limitation, 
the following exemplary scenario is provided. The dynamic 
discount card 210 is mailed to a prospective buyer by a Sup 
plier, media outlet, etc. Selected Suppliers send out electronic 
messages to the dynamic discount card 210 via the configu 
ration component 220 (e.g., utilizing electronic, Wi-fi, and 
other available methods) to provide updated product and 
price discount offers tied to volumes and ship dates/delivery 
dates that are stored on the card. Alternatively, the card 210 
can be pre-loaded via a local configuration component 220 
with default products and services at discount prices with 
only a buyer to enter the access code to initiate communica 
tion. In any event, the card 210 can show and/or recite the 
prices with a small voice activated chip (defaults can be set), 
the availability, and ship dates for the item in question, and 
other information via the presentation component 120. 
0075 Still yet another variation is for the discount card 
210 to be loaded via the configuration component 220 with a 
profile of a cardholder (e.g., demographics, age, income. . . . 
) that can interact with cable and other forms of communica 
tion (e.g., television). This information can be conveyed to a 
central database with pre-determined (e.g., based on age and 
income) protocols that show one or more advertisements to 
that individual or set of individuals holding respective cards 
210. Likewise, specific prices (e.g., time based offer, dis 
count, price curve . . . ) can be served up to the individual or 
set of individuals via the shared medium. 
0076 A targeted message can be cued and sent to the 
cardholder who is within range of that particular device. The 
customer, using the card 210, would then be able to respond to 
the offer as well as view the “localized price and offer 
utilizing the presentation component 120. A default payment 
method can be stored in the card 210 with password protec 
tion or unique id coding and/or encryption technologies that 
enables the holder to execute the order at that time. 
0077 Referring next to FIG. 3, a system 300 for interact 
ing with a buyer is illustrated according to an aspect of the 
present invention. The system 300 comprises a dynamic dis 
countcard 310 that can interact with a network/bus and a user. 
For example, the dynamic discount card 310 can receive 
information related to a good and/or service offered by a 
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supplier from a wireless network. The information can be 
obtained by the dynamic discount card 310 via an information 
access component 110 and presented to a user utilizing a 
presentation component 120. The presentation component 
120 can be, for example, software to convert the obtained 
information into a proper format and/or a hardware device 
Such as a touchscreen display, a display Screen, a speaker, etc. 
0078. Furthermore, a user may interact with discount card 
310 utilizing a user input component 320. For instance, the 
user input component 320 can be buttons on a surface of the 
card 310 to allow a user to view and manipulate information 
(thus, the user input component 320 can vary the information 
displayed via the presentation component 120). Additionally 
and/or alternatively, the user input component 320 can be a 
touch screen input and/or contain Voice recognition software. 
Still further yet, the user input component 320 can be a 
magnetic strip on a surface of the card 310 to allow it to be 
read or programmed using a scanning device (not shown). 
(0079 UNC codes, or other methods to confirm product 
specificity, can be used to send/retrieve specific information. 
Voice recognition, impulse recognition, icons, radio fre 
quency ID, and other messaging devices can be utilized to 
represent the buyers’ demand/order intention visibly and to 
optimize the capacity and time scenario faced by Suppliers by 
communicating with offers as well as senders/receivers. The 
card 310 can interact with an ERP and pricing model software 
as it translates available inventory and potential inventory for 
an item with benefits of demand aggregation. The communi 
cation can occur between a network of items including but not 
limited to demand card(s), handheld device(s), product(s), 
skid(s), container(s), ERP system(s), and vehicle(s). Order 
Volumes can be changed employing the user input component 
320 and their impact seen upon the presentation component 
120 as well. Supplier and buyer(s) are offered the ability to 
change their quantities to see how it impacts the system as a 
whole. A buyer can see the same product represented in four 
different locations and have a freight estimator included to 
show total cost. In this scenario, the price of an item can be 
more expensive in location B, but the proximity of the product 
in location A may cause it to be shown first when sorted by 
price. 
0080 Viewing options on the card 310 displayed with the 
presentation component 120 can include: product code, pic 
ture, current price, future price, availability, shipping added 
and final price, list of Suppliers, price history, ratings by 
Supplier, sorting by various options, filters on certain Suppli 
ers, etc. 
I0081 Furthermore, the current price can be shown with 
immediate delivery or a price curve (or some other graphical 
representation) shown along with the potential savings and 
the timeframe required. For example, the probability of the 
price dropping a certain percentage (e.g., 10%, 20%...) Such 
that the buyer can make an informed choice of either ordering 
the item for immediate delivery or placing an order and wait 
ing for a discount to occur over time. 
I0082 Another option can be for the buyer to provide a 
counteroffer utilizing the user input component 320, for 
instance, stating he will pay a 15% premium and/or a set price 
if the availability is within a specified period or even imme 
diately available. The suppliers of bots and price curves will 
have the ability to respond accordingly; however, the strength 
of the service is aggregating demand and the more time given 
the more advantage it is to not only the Supplier but to the 
buyers as a group. 
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0083. The user can control the information and/or format 
of the information presented by the presentation component 
120 by utilizing the user input component 320. The user input 
component 320 enables the dynamic discount card 310 to 
filter, sort, track, and retrieve offers. Additionally, the card 
310 can be updated utilizing the latest bots and new price 
curves submitted. The total demand data is also available to 
Suppliers and buyers to review and see historical information 
and trends over time. Abuyer can then order directly from the 
card utilizing the user input component 320 (e.g., by pressing 
order and confirm buttons, Voice recognition . . . ). Addition 
ally, the card 310 can provide a buyer more specific informa 
tion regarding payment, delivery date, and whether to send 
elsewhere as an FYI. The card 310 can also be integrated with 
a variety of items including but not limited to laptops, per 
Sonal digital assistants, cell phones, car panels, transporters, 
segues, televisions, billboards with the code specified, id 
numbers, Scanners, or wherever a receiving chip can receive 
updated signals from Suppliers. 
0084. According to another example, a Supplier can send 
out directed mail pieces with unique discount codes printed 
on the dynamic discount card 310 for a new buyer to try a 
particular product or service. In Such a case, the card 310 can 
be activated only for a short-period but reflect changing dis 
counts that are updated to the card 310 as an enticement to 
order from this Supplier. In addition, messages can be sent to 
the dynamic discount card 310 from the network when prod 
uct availability changes and prices need to be adjusted in 
real-time (e.g., available quantity is sold out, next price 
shown). Moreover, the card 310 could be programmed to 
reflect these changes as they are made by the Supplier's sell 
ing software (dynamic discounts). 
0085. At the conclusion of the period, one type of card 310 
can be simply discarded. Other cards 310 can be set-up to 
receive offers from new suppliers and their products and 
services via the network/bus. Still other cards 310 can interact 
with one another, providing comparative pricing information 
that can then be used and stored by the other person. 
I0086. When a buyer orders, the price discount shown on 
the display (e.g., presentation component 120) can be con 
firmed and sent to the supplier. For example, the information 
access component 110 can send the order to the Supplier via 
the network/bus. All order information can be sent as well 
within the same digital transfer although this is not necessary. 
Shipping options/preferences as well can be programmed or 
a default provided. If the price is aggregated with others 
during a set period of time, the final price can be determined 
by the total volume ordered and shown to the buyer at that 
time. All products, prices, Volumes, Suppliers, etc. can then be 
saved to the card 310 and/or sent to the user's home account 
on the Internet for future access, ported, etc. 
0087 An individual carrying a dynamic discount card 310 
equipped with intelligence can be alerted to new price dis 
counts and buying opportunities for select items that have 
been tagged by the user. Likewise, the same cards 310 can 
interface with one another, allowing a card to synch with 
another card. In Such a case, a buying group (e.g., a purchas 
ing co-op) could issue cards that carry their own dynamic 
discount cards 310 with select suppliers. The cards 310 thus 
can create a network of buyers with access to current and 
future prices. The buyers cards 310 can automatically syn 
chronize demand among members for these items and track 
the numbers of the group as a whole. A buyer could opt to 
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accept this price or alternatively accept a different one shown 
by the presentation component 120. 
0088. In some cases as a variation, Suppliers can choose to 
bid on the volume in real-time in which case a central buyer 
may be given authority to place the order on behalf of the 
group (with certain restrictions noted). In other cases, the 
issuing party is a publisher seeking to create value for readers 
while selling adjoining advertising space and Supplier fees for 
posting offers by product search code. 
I0089. The code can be identified per individual user and 
can track the origination of the program by each message sent 
by the Supplier or originating source. For instance, one inter 
pretation of the code 033.80907 could as follows: 03 corre 
sponds to a Supplier (e.g., Acme Inc.), 3 is a type of message 
(e.g., an electronic message), 8 is an address code with city 
and State, 0 is a type of customer (e.g., a direct user), 9 could 
correlate to a time sent and discount period open (e.g., two 
weeks), and 0 could be an actual discount (e.g., 10%) and 7 
can be a unique code assigned to a product. Additionally it 
should be noted that a picture of the item as well as technical 
data could be sent along with the closest location. 
(0090. The entire code number could be entered by the 
prospect with a press of the button upon the user input com 
ponent 320 to see the entire price curve, future discounts, and 
a variety of other items currently available with the demand 
aggregation. An accept offer icon can be available Such that a 
customer can Submit acceptance by pressing a button or con 
firming via voice activation number sent. Other available 
options include but are not limited to various alerts timed to 
price and time period elapsed. 
0091. The code can be entered verbally, scanned, called in, 
etc., but the translator is able to take the unique pulse or id 
number once used and collate all orders as they arrive. A 
tracking system can facilitate determining a current Volume 
of items ordered as well as available quantity left. The Sup 
plier then has the ability to target different programs online or 
via Voice activation by simply entering the corresponding 
code and making the change (e.g., all distributors receive an 
additional 5% off if the order is received within the next 24 
hours). 
0092 Segments of DDC cardholders can be targeted as 
well based on a variety of preferences. For example, if a 
national equipment rental company has only a 35% rental rate 
in the Dallas market, an offer can be presented to the 1,000 
cardholders within a 50 mile radius of the zip code indicating 
a new price curve or discount based on renting equipment 
from that location within the next 48 hours. A discount curve 
can be shown along with the final price that is calculated even 
after the product has been rented. In this case, a discount can 
be offered. 
0093. Management software enables the supplier to post 
offers to different DDC members segmented by any number 
of criteria including but not limited to geography in real-time, 
personal profile, the Volume ordered previously, and product 
bundling (e.g., if item X is ordered, Y is now 10% off). 
0094. The card 310 can be scanned as well through a 
variety of Swipes that can make the “purchase' along with 
proper payment and debit/credit information. A “final’ price 
can be determined by expiration of a period as well as a final 
Volume ordered by the group along with discounts given 
along the way. Any limitations can be recorded in the unique 
number including payment terms, available credit, etc. 
(0095. The card 310 can be updated automatically as well 
for the customer and those customers who have not yet 
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ordered but have indicated they want to be updated on the 
progress of an offer. Furthermore, an alert can be sent when 
there is price movement down (certain signal) or up (different 
signal). The available quantity can also be shown in real-time 
along with a purchase when Volume reaches X or price equals 
Z. An auto-order can be placed or the user can select an “alert 
me before placing order that responds in kind. 
0096. Multiple products and offers can be received, stored 
and retrieved as required. A screening filter is also available 
(e.g., mycard) utilizing the user input component 320 to select 
those product/service categories most interested by the card 
holder. The cardholder has the ability to turn off the offers as 
well based on any number of criteria. The card 310 then saves 
these requests and does not translate their respective trans 
missions, but instead filters them out accordingly (Suppliers 
can access this information). Filters can be engaged tempo 
rarily or longer. The card can be set-up by a myriad of ways 
that can be controlled by the provider of the card (e.g., no 
filters on select suppliers) or filtered by the buyer (purchasing 
co-op defaulting to certain Suppliers over others). Further 
more, the cards 310 can interact with a central database of 
offers submitted by the supplier and organized by an indexed 
system that can be searched. 
0097. A supplier who issues a card 310 can be required to 
maintain a private password, code, etc. to access the card. 
While the discount cards 310 will interface with one another 
via various devices to update the latest prices and access 
codes, a provider of the card 310 can have a registration page 
and process that requires payment by the Supplier to show the 
prices in real-time to the group of buyers. If a Supplier pur 
chases a product ID code to advertise, this can be seen on the 
display Screen as well while the prices are being presented. 
0098. In addition, GPS can be utilized to interface with the 
cards 310 and show a graphical representation of everyone 
across the globe, their location, etc. A Supplier may request 
and pay to send a message to a group of select customers 
within a geographical area at a certain time. Likewise, they 
may pay to see what buyers have ordered a certain UNC item 
over the past two months and resend a new special that will be 
positioned first when these individuals select to search the 
item next. Again, placement and positions can be sold by the 
UNC number, location, and many other criteria or filtered out. 
0099 For example, a buyer could pull out the card 310, 
enter a hotel location and specify the number of nights utiliz 
ing the user input component 320 and see via the presentation 
component 120 the list of available hotels along with those 
with price curves (current and future prices), the shopping 
bots (current price), other opportunities (co-op price), or last 
minute opportunities provided by other sources. The card 310 
would enable the buyer to see a comparison of the modules 
and place an order with one of his/her choice. 
0100 Dynamic discount cards 310 can also interface with 
the equipment and/or product themselves. In time, chips 
embedded in the item will respond to either the equipment as 
it is producing the product in question and/or the product as it 
is being delivered to inventory. The system can return price 
and an availability point according to this system as well 
which may be aggregated or unaggregated. An option can 
exist to calculate the transportation/freight cost and show the 
final price and availability to the buyer. The buyer can accept 
or reject this offer. 
0101 Dynamic discount cards 310 can also be sent to 
select buyers with certain built-in discounts based on com 
pany size, negotiated prices already established, etc. but will 
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still integrate with the demand aggregation concept and shop 
ping bots results. For example, a large buyer can have 
dynamic discount cards 310 with a Supplier's item showing a 
price of X. The card 310 receives dynamic pricing data from 
that Supplier via the information access component 110 and, 
in the event the price drops below X, the buyer(s) is alerted to 
this opportunity. Another example is to have a pre-negotiated 
“5% below the lowest price made public.” which means the 
card 310 would register a price that is 5% below the lowest 
price available from this supplier with the DDC 310 for that 
item. The price for this item(s) is automatically calculated by 
the card 310 and shown to all buyers with the presentation 
component 120. Yet another example is the card 310 that has 
a priority over other buyers by seeing the offer in advance. An 
offer would be sent via a signal from the network/bus to the 
DDC that denotes it as a “special offer with limited review 
time. 
0102. A cardholder has the ability to search by product 
category, product item, Supplier by name, and a variety of 
other options. The search can be initiated by the user via the 
user input component 320. 
0103) In yet another example, a publisher, portal, search 
engine, etc. providing the dynamic discount cards 310 can 
have the activities of every member tracked accordingly. For 
instance, if two million dynamic discount cards 310 are 
issued and their activities are stored, that publisher has the 
ability to track in real-time the demand and purchasing activ 
ity online. This information can be bundled and sold to sup 
pliers, advertisers and other interested parties. The recipients 
of the DDC’s 310 are notified of the terms and conditions 
Surrounding this particular card and should accept or reject 
these conditions. Thus, how this information will be used is 
important for buyer as well as suppliers involved. The buyer 
activity may be tracked in a wide range of segments including 
but not limited to: 
0104 Geography Items (product codes as mentioned ear 
lier) 
0105. When card was activated and activity since 
0106 Purchase prices and quantities 
0107 How purchased—demand aggregation, shopping 
bots, catalog access, etc. 
0.108 Feedback on supplier recorded and tracked 
0109 Ancillary products ordered 
0110 Pricing fluctuations 
0111 Product history 
0112 Personal preferences—filled out at time of card 
receipt 
0113 Another variation is for the card 310 to simply 
assign a number to a particular discount % once confirmed. 
For instance, if a buyer selects an item from the DDC 310 and 
a price is shown along with a discount, a quick code can be 
generated. That code can then be saved and used by the buyer 
when he/she places the order (can be at a later time, attached 
to a purchase order, referenced at time of ordering, etc.). This 
code can be good for a certain time period (e.g., 24 hours) as 
specified by the Supplier. Again, different variations exist to 
allow formultiple codes to be issued to different buyers. If the 
code is not used within the specified time, the offer can lapse 
accordingly. The DDC 310 records and saves pertinent infor 
mation on the buyer as well as the central database of all DDC 
310 holders. 
0114. Yet another example, a supplier can see the buyer 
has responded to 5 offers but has not placed a single order. The 
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supplier can seek to have this buyer blocked from the offer or 
otherwise restrict the buyer from placing an order. 
0115 Turning to FIG. 4, illustrated is a dynamic discount 
card system 400 according to an aspect of the present inven 
tion. The system 400 comprises a dynamic discount card 410 
that receives information to a user from a Supplier(s) via a 
network/bus and transmits information from the user to the 
Supplier(s). The dynamic discount card 410 comprises an 
information access component 110, a presentation compo 
nent 120, and a user input component 320 as described supra. 
The dynamic discount card 410 can further comprises an 
artificial intelligence component 420. 
0116. The artificial intelligence component 420 can make 
inferences regarding information to display upon the card 410 
utilizing the presentation component 120. Additionally and/ 
or alternatively, the artificial intelligence component 420 can 
infer a users intended input via the user input component 
320. Therefore, the artificial intelligence component 420 can 
effectuate altering the displayed information upon the pre 
sentation component 120 in accordance with the performed 
inference. Alternatively, the artificial intelligence component 
420 can accept an offer from a supplier based upon the infer 
ence. The artificial intelligence component 420 can employ 
techniques such as, for example, Bayesian networks, Support 
vector machines, etc. to perform Such inferences. However, 
the present invention is not limited to these techniques to 
perform such inferences. 
0117 Turning now to FIG. 5, illustrated is a dynamic 
discount card system 500 according to an aspect of the present 
invention. The system 500 comprises a dynamic discount 
card 510, which has embedded intelligence/software that 
allows it to access the price curves, quantities, etc. established 
by a wide variety of supplies as well as display results of other 
standard shopping bots that seek to find the lowest prices for 
the same product. For example, the card 510 can be a thin card 
with a visual display panel 520 thereupon. The card 510 can 
receive and display real-time updates from the price curves 
and show a variety of displays automatically (e.g., graphs, 
low to high, Supplier's location ...). Additionally, a user can 
interact with the dynamic discount card 510 by utilizing input 
devices (e.g., user input component 320) such as buttons 530. 
0118. The dynamic discount card 510 also can receive and 
transmit information. For example, the dynamic discount 
card 510 can receive/transmit information wirelessly utiliz 
ing a tower 540 and/or a satellite 550. 
0119. In view of the exemplary systems described supra, a 
methodology that may be implemented in accordance with 
the present invention will be better appreciated with reference 
to the flow chart of FIG. 6. While for purposes of simplicity of 
explanation, the methodology is shown and described as a 
series of blocks, it is to be understood and appreciated that the 
present invention is not limited by the order of the blocks, as 
Some blocks may, in accordance with the present invention, 
occur in different orders and/or concurrently with other 
blocks from what is depicted and described herein. Moreover, 
not all illustrated blocks may be required to implement the 
methodology in accordance with the present invention. 
0120 Turning to FIG. 6, a methodology 600 for transact 
ing business electronically is illustrated in accordance with an 
aspect of the present invention. At 610, a dynamic discount 
card is obtained. At 620, the discount card is utilized to obtain 
pricing information about one or more products. As noted 
Supra, the information can be obtained via the information 
access component 110 (FIG.1). For example, the information 
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can be obtained wirelessly and/or from a satellite. Further 
more, the information can be displayed to a user by employ 
ing a presentation component 120 (FIG. 1). Finally, at 630, 
the discount card is employed to place an order for one or 
more products. By way of example, the order can be placed by 
a user via a user input component 320 (FIG. 3). 
I0121 The aforementioned systems and methods can be 
employed within numerous environments. The dynamic dis 
count card systems and methods described Supra can be uti 
lized in connection with the following systems and methods. 
I0122) Referring to FIG. 7, a system 710 is shown in which 
multiple buyers 715 and sellers 720 are electronically linked 
via a central server 725. As discussed in more detail below, the 
central server 725 is configured to provide the buyers 715 and 
sellers 720 with a convenient forum in which to buy and sell 
goods in accordance with a multiple criteria buying and sell 
ing methodology described herein. The forum may be, for 
example, a pre-established Internet web page where sellers 
720 are able to post product information and the buyers 715 
are able to order products. The multiple criteria buying 
scheme calls for a seller 720 to post a number of deals for a 
given product, which vary according to different offering 
criteria defining the limits of a number of selling criteria, Such 
as for example, price, Volume, quality and delivery time. Each 
buyer 715 is able to enter a range of criteria that the buyer 
would require for a deal to be made. A list of sellers and 
prospective deals offered by these sellers is generated for the 
buyers to review. Each buyer 715 can then review the list of 
deals and choose a deal based on the buyer's particular needs. 
In this manner, each of the buyers 715 can be certain that 
particular thresholds have been met and also be guaranteed of 
completing a deal. 
I0123. It is to be appreciated that the present invention has 
wide applicability to the purchasing and/or selling of a variety 
of different products and/or services. For example, the 
present invention may be applied within the context of pur 
chasing and/or selling airline tickets wherein buyers criteria 
may include, for example: (1) reputation of airline; (2) reli 
ability; (3) timeliness; (4) price; (5) number of alternative 
flights; (6) comfort; (7) quality of service; and (8) quality of 
foods. The sellers’ criteria may include, for example: (1) 
volume of tickets; (2) buyer's versatility in time schedule; (3) 
buyer's method of payment, etc. The present invention may 
also be applied in the context of purchasing and/or selling an 
automobile wherein buyer's criteria may include, for 
example: (1) reputation of automobile manufacturer; (2) 
reputation of dealer; (3) price of automobile; (4) delivery 
options; (5) automobile availability; (6) safety; and (7) 
financing terms; etc. While, the seller's criteria may include, 
for example: (1) buyer's creditworthiness; (2) desired finance 
terms; (3) delivery requests of buyer; (4) delivery dates; etc. 
0.124 Thus, the present invention intends to allow buyers 
and/or sellers of products and/or services to pre-select a plu 
rality of criteria prior to negotiating a deal for the product 
and/or service. Of course the pre-selected criteria will vary 
depending on the particular product and/or service. The scope 
of the present invention as defined in the hereto appended 
claims intends to include any product and/or service (and 
plurality of pre-selected criteria associated therewith) suit 
able for deal-making in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 

(0.125 Each of the buyers 715 and sellers 720 may access 
the central server 725 in any of a variety of ways. For 
example, in the present aspect, each buyer 715 and seller 720 
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is shown to be part of separate establishments 730 which 
include one or more respective computer systems 735 and 
local servers 740. The computer systems 735 may, for 
example, be a desktop or laptop computer with a local area 
network (LAN) interface for communicating over a network 
backbone 745 to the local server 740. The local servers 740, in 
turn, interface with the central server 725 via a network cable 
750 or the like. It will be appreciated that while the present 
aspect depicts the computer system 735 communicating with 
the central server 725 via hardwired network connections, in 
an alternative aspect the computer system 735 may interface 
with the central server 725using a modem, wireless local area 
and/or wide area networks, etc. Further, it will be appreciated, 
that while the buyers 715 and sellers 720 are shown to com 
municate with the central server 725 via different computer 
systems 735, it will be appreciated that the buyers 715 and/or 
sellers 720 may access the central server 725 from the same 
computer system 725. 
0126 Turning now to FIG. 8a, a block diagram of the 
hardware components of the central server 725 is shown. In 
particular, the central server 725 includes a central processor 
800 for performing the various functions described herein. A 
memory 805 is coupled to the processor 800 and stores oper 
ating code and other data associated with the operations of the 
central server 725. A user interface 810 is also coupled to the 
processor 800 and provides an interface through which the 
central server 725 may be directly programmed or accessed. 
The user interface 810 may, for example, be an alphanumeric 
keyboard and mouse. A network interface 815 coupled to the 
processor 800 provides multiple connections for transceiving 
information with buyers 715 and sellers 720 over the network 
cables 750. 

0127. As previously stated, the present invention could 
take advantage of the wide availability and versatility of the 
Internet. Referring to FIG. 8b, a schematic block diagram that 
depicts an environment of interest to one aspect of the present 
invention. The client computer system 735 is shown con 
nected to the central server computer system 725 that is part 
of the Internet 760. The client computer system 735 and 
server 725 are connected via an Internet connection 755 using 
a public Switched phone network, for example, such as those 
provided by a local or regional telephone operating company. 
The Internet connection 755 may also be provided by dedi 
cated data lines, Personal Communication Systems (“PCS”), 
microwave, or satellite networks, for example, or any suitable 
means. It is to be understood that the terms client and server 
are to be construed in the broadest sense, and that all Such 
constructions of the terms are intended to fall within the scope 
of the hereto appended claims. 
0128 Turning now to FIG. 9, an exemplary Internet web 
page 820 which provides buyers 715 and sellers 720 with 
access to a forum for conducting business using the multiple 
criteria buying methodology described in detail below, is 
shown. The web page 820 is shown to include hyperlinks for 
handling both registered and un-registered buyers and sellers 
of products. For example, as shown in FIG. 9, registered 
buyers may select a hyperlink to a registered buyer login 
screen via hyperlink 825 while non-registered buyers may 
select a hyperlink to a non-registered buyer registration 
screen via hyperlink 835. Similarly, registered sellers may 
select a hyperlink to a registered seller login screen via hyper 
link 830, while non-registered sellers may select a hyperlink 
to a non-registered seller registration screen via hyperlink 
840. While the present aspect illustrates separate hyperlinks 
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for buyers and sellers, it will be appreciated that such hyper 
links could alternatively be combined and the status of buyer 
or seller could be determined during a later stage in the login 
procedure. 

I0129. Turning now to FIG. 10a, in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention, registered buyers 715 enter 
several product buying criteria into a “Buyer's Buying Crite 
ria' input page 850. The buyer 715 selects a productor service 
from a list in a scroll down menu 852. It should be appreciated 
that the list on the scroll down menu 852 could include any 
number of related or non-related goods and services only 
limited by the size of a database used in accordance with the 
present invention. Upon selecting a product or service (e.g., 
glass) from the scroll down menu 852, a list of seller criteria 
automatically appears in a window 860. The list of seller 
criteria appearing in the window 860 is the minimum inputs to 
be provided by the buyer to obtain a deal listing. These mini 
mum inputs are decided by the class of sellers selling the 
individual product or service and/or decided by the system 
administrator of the system. The buyer 715 can then begin 
adding buyer buying criteria by selecting the criteria from a 
scroll down list 854, and clicking on an “Add to List” button 
856 with a computer mouse (not shown), for example. If the 
buyer 715 desires to remove a buyer buying criteria, it is only 
necessary to highlight the criteria in the window 860 and click 
on a “Remove from List” button 858. Once the list is com 
pleted, the buyer 715 may add additional criteria thought to be 
important to the buyer not in the selection of choices. These 
additional criteria will not be used by the buyer in this par 
ticular deal search, but will be provided to the sellers, so that 
they can be alerted of these additional criteria important to the 
buyer. The seller may opt to add to the selectable choices 
these additional buyer's buying criteria at a later time. Once 
the complete custom buyer buying criteria list is completed, 
the buyer can click on the “Submit Criteria” button 862 for 
submission of the buyer's buying criteria to build a “Buyer's 
Product Ordering Criteria’ input screen 865, as illustrated in 
FIG 10b. 

0.130 Turning now to FIG. 10b, in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention, registered buyers 715 enter 
several product ordering criteria that would be acceptable to 
the buyer 715 on the “Buyer's Product Ordering Criteria” 
input screen 865. In this particular example, the buyer 715 is 
looking to purchase raw glass by the pound, however, many 
different types of products and services could be purchased/ 
sold using the present invention. The buyer's ordering criteria 
of this example includes: price range 866 in dollars per 
pound; volume range 868 in number of pounds; delivery 
range 870 in days; the acceptable % of defects 872 in percent; 
and the minimum required warranty 874 in months. The 
buyer 715 can then list the names of the sellers 720 in the 
window 876 that the buyer 715 has bought products from 
previously, so that the buyer 715 can be entitled to any good 
customer or multi-purchase discounts offered by the sellers 
720. Once the buying ordering criteria is entered, the buyer 
can search for deals by clicking on the “Search for Deal' 
button 878 on the computer screen using the computers 
mouse. The present invention then utilizes a search engine to 
search through a database of deals offered by various sellers 
of the product, and provides an output of those deals to the 
buyer that matches the buyer's ordering criteria by outputting 
a list of these deals on a “Deal Matching Ordering Criteria' 
output page 880, as shown in FIG. 10c. 
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0131 Turning now to FIG. 10c. in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention, registered sellers 720 set up a 
variety of deals 882 by which registered buyers 715 are able 
to order products. As will be discussed in more detail below, 
the deals 882 of the present aspect are set up to display the 
following information which is input from the seller 720 
and/or calculated by the processor 800 of the central proces 
sor 725 according to the deal 882, which includes: a seller 
name 884; a deal number 886; a volume ordering range 
required 888 to obtain a current price/pound level 890; an 
expected delivery time 892; a warranty period 896; and a 
percentage of defects 898 of the product the buyer 715 can 
expect to receive in a given order. Based on Such information, 
buyers 715 can make an informed decision as to whether they 
desire to commit to an order on a particular deal based on the 
criteria that is important to that particular buyer. If a buyer 715 
desires to place an order, the buyer 715 inputs a seller 883, a 
deal number 885 and a volume order 887. The buyer 715 then 
clicks on the “Submit Deal' button 889 with a mouse pointer, 
for example, on the computer display and the deal is finalized. 
0132 Turning now to FIG. 11, the general steps taken by a 
buyer 715 entering the web page 850 is shown. More particu 
larly, in step 900 it is initially determined whether a buyer 715 
is registered or not. If the buyer 715 is not registered, the buyer 
715 selects hyperlink 835 (FIG.9) and proceeds to step 905. 
In step 905 the processor 800 of the central server 725 
requests that the buyer 715 fill out a registration form. For 
example, the buyer 715 is requested to fill out a registration 
form 908 such as that shown in FIG. 12. In the present 
example, the registration form 908 requests that the buyer 715 
enter the following information: buyer name; address; pri 
mary contact person; phone; fax, e-mail; short description of 
company; preferred login user name; and preferred password. 
With respect to the user name and password, the processor 
800 is configured to determine whether the selected user 
name and password combination are available and, if not, to 
prompt the buyer 715 to enter a new user name and password 
until an available combination is selected. 

0133. In step 910 (FIG. 11), the buyer is requested to fill 
out a credit card application so that purchases made on the 
web site may be immediately approved. The credit card reg 
istration and approval process may be accomplished via a 
hyperlink to one of various electronic credit card approval 
agencies which check the buyer's credit rating and set up a 
merchant account with a line of credit. For example, an elec 
tronic credit card approval agency which may be used in 
conjunction with the present invention can be found on the 
Internet at http://www.interent-ecommerce.com. Next, in 
step 915, the processor 800 determines if the credit card 
application has been approved by the electronic credit card 
approval agency. If the credit card application has not been 
approved, the processor 800 proceeds to step 920 where a 
message is sent back to the buyer 715 indicating regret that 
they have not been approved for a line of credit and therefore 
have not successfully completed the registration process. In 
step 920, a customer service telephone number also is pro 
vided to the buyer 715 in case the buyer has questions and/or 
desires to pursue registration further. 
0134). If in step 915, the processor 800 is informed that the 
buyer 715 has been provided a line of credit and a credit card 
number has been issued, the processor 800 proceeds to step 
925. In step 925 the buyer information from the registration 
form 908 and the newly issued credit card number are stored 
in a buyer database 970 (FIG. 13) in the memory 805 of the 
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processor 725 (FIG. 8a). Next, in step 930, the processor 800 
is configured to provide the buyer 715 with the newly issued 
credit card number so that the buyer 715 is able to purchase 
products and/or services. Furthermore, the processor 800 is 
configured to provide a report to the system administrator 
who then mails a confirmation copy of the buyer's informa 
tion stored in the buyer's database to the buyer 715. This 
completes the buyer's registration process. 
I0135 Continuing to refer to FIG. 11, ifin step 900, a buyer 
has already registered, the buyer 715 may login as a registered 
user by selecting the registered user hyperlink 825 (FIG. 9). 
Once selected, the processor 800, in step 940 prompts the 
buyer 715 to entera userID and password. Upon entry of such 
information, the processor 800 in step 940 verifies the userID 
and password with those stored in the buyer database 970 
(FIG. 13). If the user ID and password entered by the buyer 
715 does not match any entry in the buyer database 970, the 
processor 800 in step 940 returns to step 935 for re-entry of 
such information. If, however, in step 940, a valid user ID and 
password are entered, the processor 800 proceeds to step 945. 
I0136. In step 945, the processor 800 provides the buyer 
715 with a buyer's buying criteria input screen where the 
buyer 715 is able to enter a variety of buying criteria that is 
important to that particular buyer 715. The buyer 715 selects 
a plurality of buying criteria and Submits the criteria, so that 
the system can build an input ordering criteria form. In step 
950, the buyer 715 enters the range of ordering criteria that is 
acceptable to the buyer in the input ordering criteria form, and 
then submits this criteria causing the system search engine to 
match the ordering criteria with a list of seller deals in a seller 
deal database. The search engine then lists the seller deals 
matching the buyer's buying and ordering criteria. As dis 
cussed above, the deals 882 provided to the buyer 715 provide 
the buyer 715 with information regarding the sale of a par 
ticular product such as, for example, the Volume range to get 
a particular price per pound, the delivery time, the warranty 
period and the percentage of defects in each order that a buyer 
can expect. In order to allow a buyer to quickly find deals 882 
of interest, the processor 800 in step 945 provides the buyer 
715 with the input “Buyer's Buying Criteria’ input screen 
850, so that active deals 882 of interest may be found. 
0.137. Once a search is completed, the buyer 715 in step 
950 is able to select a desired deal 882 from the results 
obtained. For example, the buyer 715 may choose a desired 
deal because it has a faster delivery time than the other deals. 
The buyer 715 may choose a deal because it has a low per 
centage of defects in the goods, or has a longer warranty than 
other goods. Regardless of the deal, the buyer 715 may 
choose, the buyer 715 can make an informed decision based 
on a variety of buying criteria. If the buyer 715 is unsatisfied 
with the search results or simply desires to re-perform the 
search, the buyer 715 at any time is able to return back to a 
previous screen selecting the “back’ function available using 
an Internet browser such as, for example, Microsoft Internet 
Explorer, Netscape, etc. Additionally, a hyperlink to various 
screens, such as the search screen, preferably is provided on 
each web page. 
0.138. Upon selecting a deal 882, the processor 800 in step 
955 displays a page of standard terms and conditions which 
the buyer 715 must agree to prior to completing the deal. The 
terms and conditions relate to the terms governing the sale of 
the product or service according to which both the buyer and 
seller are willing to conduct business. If the terms and con 
ditions are not accepted, the processor 800 returns the buyer 
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715 to step 945, so that another deal 882 may be selected 
and/or another search may be performed. If, however, in step 
960 the terms and conditions are accepted, the processor 800 
proceeds to allow the buyer 715 to complete the deal in step 
965. 

0139 Turning now to FIG. 14a, in accordance with one 
aspect of the present invention, registered sellers 720 enter 
into a “Create or Modify Deal” screen 975. The seller 720 can 
choose a product or service from the product/service scroll 
down menu 976 and choose to either click on an “Open New 
Deal' button 978, a “Modify Existing Deal' button 980 or a 
“Review Buyer Inputted Criteria” button 982. If the buyer 
selects the “Review Buyer Inputted Criteria” button 982, the 
seller will be provided with a list of buyer buying criteria that 
the buyers 715 manually inputted into the window 860 of 
FIG. 10a. This allows the Sellers 720 to review criteria that is 
important to their buyers, which the seller were not aware. If 
a seller 720 chooses to click on the “Open New Deal” button 
978, the seller 720 will enter into a “Seller's Product Selling 
Criteria” input screen 1000, as illustrated in FIG. 14b. If the 
seller 720 chooses to click on the “Modify Existing Deal' 
button 980, the seller 720 will enter into a “Seller's Product 
Offering Criteria’ input screen 1030, as illustrated in FIG. 
14c with the seller being prompted to enter a deal number, 
which causes the ordering criteria of the chosen deal number 
to be editable in the input screen. 
0140. Referring to FIG. 14b illustrating the “Seller's Sell 
ing Criteria' input screen 1000, the seller 720 can begin 
building a new deal by first selecting a number of seller 
additional criteria, and seller criteria from a list in a scroll 
down menu 1002 and a list in scroll down menu 1006, respec 
tively. The seller can click on the “Add Seller Additional 
Criteria' button 1004 for adding seller additional criteria 
from the scroll down menu 1002 into a window 1010 con 
taining a deal criteria list 1003. The deal criteria list 1003 
includes a first portion listing the “Product Agreed upon 
Seller Criteria' 1005, decided by the group of sellers for a 
particular product/service and/or the system administrator, a 
second portion which is the seller criterialist 1007 and a third 
portion which is the seller additional criteria list 1009. It 
should be noted that the criteria in the seller additional criteria 
list is not a mandatory criteria for the buyer when the buyer is 
inputting the buyer's buying criteria in step 945 of FIG. 11, 
but is listed in the terms and condition step 965 after a deal is 
chosen by the buyer. The seller can add seller criteria by 
selecting the criteria from the scroll downbar 1006 and click 
ing on the “Add Seller Criteria” button 1008. The seller can 
remove any of the criteria from the overall criterialist, except 
for the “Product Agreed upon Seller Criteria', by highlighting 
the selection with the computer mouse and clicking on a 
“Remove from List button 1012. The Seller 720 can add new 
selling criteria by clicking on a hyperlink 1016 labeled “Add 
New Criteria' sending the seller 720 to an Adding and Modi 
fying Deal Criteria” screen 1060, illustrated in FIG.14d. The 
seller can modify a current criteria by highlighting the criteria 
in window 1010 and clicking on a hyperlink 1018 labeled 
“Modify Existing Criteria' sending the seller to the “Adding 
and Modifying Deal Criteria' screen 1060 with the criteria 
information defaulting to the highlighted criteria for modifi 
cation therefrom. 

0141 Referring now to FIG. 14c., once the criteria is 
selected and submitted, the system generates the “Seller's 
Product Offering Criteria” input screen 1030. A seller number 
1031, a product type 1032 and a current deal number 1033 are 
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automatically generated at the top of input screen 1030. The 
seller 720 can enter offering limits relating to the selling 
criteria of the seller's product for a particular deal. The sell 
er's offering criteria of this example includes: price 866 in 
dollars per pound; volume range 868 in the number of 
pounds; delivery time 870 in days; the % of defects 872 in 
percent; and the warranty 874 in months. The seller 720 can 
then list the names of the buyers 715 in a window 1044 that 
the deal is being offered or type in the term “All if the offer 
is open to any buyer. Once the seller offering criteria is 
entered, the seller 720 can submit the deal by clicking on a 
“Submit/Modify Deal' button 1050 on the computer screen 
by using the computer's mouse. The present invention then 
creates a record of the deal in a database of deals offered by 
various sellers 720 of the product, so that deals which seller's 
offering criteria match the buyer's ordering criteria can be 
outputted to the buyer 715 in a list of deals on the “Deals 
Matching Ordering Criteria' output page 880, as shown in 
FIG 10C. 

0.142 Referring now to FIG. 14d, the “Adding Deal Cri 
teria’ input screen 1060 will be described. The seller number 
1031, the product type 1032 and the current deal number 1033 
are automatically generated at the top of input screen 1060. 
The seller 720 can enter a criteria name in the “Enter Criteria 
Name” box 1062. The seller can then choose whether the 
criteria is a seller type or a seller additional criteria type from 
a first scroll down menu 1064. The seller 720 choose a criteria 
type from a second scroll down menu 1066 and the criteria 
units in a third scroll down menu 1068. The seller can submit 
this new criteria for the current deal by clicking on the “Sub 
mit New Criteria for Current Deal button 1070 or add the 
new criteria for all the product deals by clicking on the “Sub 
mit New Criteria for All Product Deals’ button 1072. The 
seller 720 may at any time review the buyer inputted criteria 
submitted by the buyer 715 that is not in any of the seller's 
deals by clicking on the “Review Buyer Inputted Criteria' 
button 1076. The Seller 720 can review this list to determine 
whether or not the seller 720 would like to add this criteria to 
the present deal or all deals to ensure that they are in accord 
with buyer needs. The seller 720 may also review the criteria 
that are offered by other sellers, but not the current seller, by 
clicking on a “Review Other Seller Criteria” button 1078. 
This will help the seller keep current on what the other seller's 
selling criteria are being utilized for matching to the buyer's 
buying criteria to satisfy the current market demands. 
0143. If the seller would like to return to the “Create or 
Modify Deal” screen 975 the seller 720 can click on the 
“Cancel” button at any time. Furthermore, if the seller 720 
simply desires to re-perform the search, the seller 720 at any 
time is able to return back to a previous screen selecting the 
“back’ function available using an Internet browser such as, 
for example, Microsoft Internet Explorer, Netscape, etc. 
Additionally, a hyperlink to various screens, such as the 
search Screen, preferably is provided on each web page. 
0144 Proceeding now to FIG. 15, the operations of the 
processor 800 of the central server 725 inhandling sellers 720 
is depicted. In particular, the processor 800 in step 1100 
initially determines whether a seller 720 is registered or not 
based on which hyperlink 830, 84.0 (FIG. 9) the seller 720 
selects. If the seller 720 selects hyperlink 840 indicating the 
seller is not registered, the processor 800 proceeds to step 
1105. In step 1105, the processor 800 provides the seller 720 
with a seller's registration form 1108 (FIG.16) to fill out. The 
registration form 1108 is similar to the registration form 908 
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for the buyer 720 and allows the seller 720 to select a pre 
ferred user ID and password. Once completed, the processor 
800 proceeds to step 1110 where the seller 720 is requested to 
Submit a credit card application so that all costs and fees 
associated with conducting business may be directly billed to 
the seller's credit card. As discussed above, the credit card 
approval process may occur by a third party vendor accessible 
via a hyperlink. 
0145 Once the credit card application is submitted by the 
seller 720, the processor 800 proceeds to step 1115 where the 
processor 800 determines if the credit card application has 
been approved. If the credit card application has not been 
approved, the processor 800 proceeds to step 1120 where the 
seller 720 is informed that their credit card application has not 
been approved and the seller 720 is provided with a customer 
service telephone number so that the seller 720 may option 
ally set up the account in a different fashion. If, however, in 
step 1115 the credit card application is accepted, the proces 
sor 800 proceeds-to step 1125 where the seller information is 
stored in a seller database 1127 (FIG. 17). Finally, in step 
1130, the processor 800 is configured to provide the seller 720 
with the newly issued credit card number so that the seller 720 
is able to open deals. Further, the processor 800 is configured 
to provide a report to a system administrator who then mails 
a confirmation copy of the seller's information stored in the 
seller's database to the seller 720. This completes the seller's 
registration process. 
0146 Continuing to refer to FIG. 15, ifin step 1100 a seller 
has already registered, the seller 720 may login as a registered 
user by selecting the registered user hyperlink 830 (FIG. 9). 
Once selected, the processor 800, in step 1135 prompts the 
seller 720 to enter their user ID and password. Upon input of 
the user ID and password, the processor 800 proceeds to step 
1140 where the processor 800 verifies a valid user ID and 
password have been entered by comparison with the infor 
mation stored in the seller database 1127 (FIG. 17). If the user 
ID and password entered by the seller 720 does not match any 
entry in the seller database 1127, the processor 800 in step 
1140 returns to step 1135 for re-entry of such information. If, 
however, in step 1140, a valid user ID and password are 
entered, the processor 800 proceeds to step 1145. 
0147 Upon successful entry of a user ID and password, 
the seller 720 is provided with a seller option screen 975 as 
shown in FIG. 14a. For example, the seller 720 may decide to 
open a new deal 882 or the seller 720 may decide to view a 
current deal 882 for one of a number of goods or services 
offered by the seller 720 or review a list of buyer inputted 
criteria. Accordingly, if in step 1145, the processor 800 deter 
mines that the seller 720 desires to open new deal 882 for a 
selected product, the processor 800 proceeds to step 1160. 
0148. In step 1160, the processor 800 requests that the 
seller 720 enter the seller's selling criteria, so that the system 
can build a seller's product offering criteria input Screen, in 
step 1165. For example, in the present aspect the product 
agreed upon seller criteria is the Volume range of the order 
and the price per pound of the order, the seller's selling 
criteria includes the delivery time and warranty with quality 
to be added next, and the seller additional criteria is that the 
buyer pay the cost of shipping the goods. As discussed above, 
the processor 800 utilizes the information input from the 
seller 720 to display a seller's product ordering input form 
1030. 

0149. In step 1165, the processor 800 request that the 
seller enter the limits associated with the seller's selling cri 
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teria chosen in step 1160, and the list of buyer's entitled to be 
offered the present deal. The information is entered and sub 
mitted to form a deal. The processor 800 uses this information 
to match buying and ordering criteria of the buyer with selling 
and offering criteria of the seller, so that deals can be com 
pleted in an expedited manner. 
(O150 Continuing to refer to FIG. 15, if in step 1145, the 
seller 720 has not selected to open a new deal, the processor 
800 determines in step 1150 whether the seller 720 has 
decided to modify an existing deal 882. In the present aspect 
of the invention, the seller 720 is limited to modify those deal 
which they have opened. Accordingly, if the processor 800 
determines that the seller does desire to modify a deal 882, the 
processor 800 provides the seller 720 with a list of deals 880 
which the seller has opened. Upon selection of one of the 
deals 882, the processor 800 proceeds to step 1155 where the 
deal 882 is displayed to the seller 720. If a deal 882 is not 
entered in step 1150, or following steps 1155 and 1160, the 
processor 800 returns to step 1145. 
0151. The present invention may be implemented via 
object oriented programming techniques. In this case each 
component of the system, could be an object in a Software 
routine or a component within an object. Object oriented 
programming shifts the emphasis of software development 
away from function decomposition and towards the recogni 
tion of units of software called “objects” which encapsulate 
both data and functions. Object Oriented Programming 
(OOP) objects are software entities comprising data struc 
tures and operations on data. Together, these elements enable 
objects to model virtually any real-world entity in terms of its 
characteristics, represented by its data elements, and its 
behavior represented by its data manipulation functions. In 
this way, objects can model concrete things like people and 
computers, and they can model abstract concepts like num 
bers or geometrical concepts. 
0152 The benefit of object technology arises out of three 
basic principles: encapsulation, polymorphism and inherit 
ance. Objects hide or encapsulate the internal structure of 
their data and the algorithms by which their functions work. 
Instead of exposing these implementation details, objects 
present interfaces that represent their abstractions cleanly 
with no extraneous information. Polymorphism takes encap 
Sulation one step further—the idea being many shapes, one 
interface. A Software component can make a request of 
another component without knowing exactly what that com 
ponent is. The component that receives the request interprets 
it and figures out according to its variables and data how to 
execute the request. The third principle is inheritance, which 
allows developers to reuse pre-existing design and code. This 
capability allows developers to avoid creating software from 
scratch. Rather, through inheritance, developers derive sub 
classes that inherit behaviors which the developer then cus 
tomizes to meet particular needs. 
0153. In particular, an object includes, and is characterized 
by, a set of data (e.g., attributes) and a set of operations (e.g., 
methods), that can operate on the data. Generally, an objects 
data is ideally changed only through the operation of the 
objects methods. Methods in an object are invoked by pass 
ing a message to the object (e.g., message passing). The 
message specifies a method name and an argument list. When 
the object receives the message, code associated with the 
named method is executed with the formal parameters of the 
method bound to the corresponding values in the argument 
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list. Methods and message passing in OOP are analogous to 
procedures and procedure calls in procedure-oriented Soft 
ware environments. 
0154) However, while procedures operate to modify and 
return passed parameters, methods operate to modify the 
internal state of the associated objects (by modifying the data 
contained therein). The combination of data and methods in 
objects is called encapsulation. Encapsulation provides for 
the state of an object to only be changed by well-defined 
methods associated with the object. When the behavior of an 
object is confined to such well-defined locations and inter 
faces, changes (e.g., code modifications) in the object will 
have minimal impact on the other objects and elements in the 
system. 
0155 Each object is an instance of some class. A class 
includes a set of data attributes plus a set of allowable opera 
tions (e.g., methods) on the data attributes. As mentioned 
above, OOP supports inheritance—a class (called a subclass) 
may be derived from another class (called a base class, parent 
class, etc.), where the Subclass inherits the data attributes and 
methods of the base class. The Subclass may specialize the 
base class by adding code which overrides the data and/or 
methods of the base class, or which adds new data attributes 
and methods. Thus, inheritance represents a mechanism by 
which abstractions are made increasingly concrete as Sub 
classes are created for greater levels of specialization. 
0156 The present invention can employ abstract classes, 
which are designs of sets of objects that collaborate to carry 
out a set of responsibilities. Frameworks are essentially 
groups of interconnected objects and classes that provide a 
prefabricated structure for a working application. It should 
also be appreciated that the PCM and the shared memory 
components could be implemented utilizing hardware and/or 
software, and all such variations are intended to fall within the 
appended claims included herein. 
0157 According to an exemplary aspect of the present 
invention, Java and CORBA (Common Object Request Bro 
ker Architecture) are employed to carry out the present inven 
tion. Java is an object-oriented, distributed, secure, architec 
ture neutral language. Java provides for object-oriented 
design which facilitates the clean definition of interfaces and 
makes it possible to provide reusable “software ICs.” Java has 
an extensive library of routines for copying easily with TCP/ 
IP protocols like HTTP and FTP. Java applications can open 
and access objects across a network via URLs with the same 
ease to which programmers are accustomed to accessing a 
local file system. 
0158. Furthermore, Java utilizes “references” in place of a 
pointer model and so eliminates the possibility of overwriting 
memory and corrupting data. Instead of pointer arithmetic 
that is employed in many conventional systems, the Java 
“virtual machine' mediates access to Java objects (attributes 
and methods) in a type-safe way. In addition, it is not possible 
to turn an arbitrary integer into a reference by casting (as 
would be the case in C and C++ programs). In so doing, Java 
enables the construction of virus-free, tamper-free systems. 
The changes to the semantics of references make it virtually 
impossible for applications to forge access to data structures 
or to access private data in objects that they do not have access 
to. As a result, most activities of viruses are precluded from 
corrupting a Java system. 
0159) Java affords for the support of applications on net 
works. Networks are composed of a variety of systems with a 
variety of CPU and operating system architectures. To enable 
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a Java application to execute anywhere on the network, a 
compiler generates an architecture neutral object file for 
mat—the compiled code is executable on many processors, 
given the presence of the Java runtime system. Thus, Java is 
useful not only for networks but also for single system soft 
ware distribution. In the present personal computer market, 
application writers have to produce versions of their applica 
tions that are compatible with the IBM PC and with the Apple 
Macintosh. However, with Java, the same version of the appli 
cation runs on all platforms. The Java compiler accomplishes 
this by generating byte code instructions which have nothing 
to do with a particular computer architecture. Rather, they are 
designed to be both easy to interpret on any machine and 
easily translated into native machine code on the fly. 
0160 Being architecture neutral, the “implementation 
dependent aspects of the system are reduced or eliminated. 
The Java virtual machine (VM) can execute Java byte codes 
directly on any machine to which the VM has been ported. 
Since linking is a more incremental and lightweight process, 
the development process can be much more rapid and explor 
atory. As part of the byte code stream, more compile-time 
information is carried over and available at runtime. 
0.161 Thus, the use of Java in the present invention pro 
vides a server to send programs over the network as easily as 
traditional servers send data. These programs can display and 
manipulate data on a client computer. The present invention 
through the use of Java Supports execution on multiple plat 
forms. That is the same programs can be run on Substantially 
all computers—the same Java program can work on a Macin 
tosh, a Windows 95 machine, a Sun workstation, etc. To effect 
such multi-platform support, a network interface 805 and a 
network browser (not shown) such as Netscape Navigator or 
Microsoft Internet Explorer may be used in at least one aspect 
of the present invention. It should be appreciated, however, 
that a Java stand-alone application may be constructed to 
achieve a Substantially equivalent result. Although the present 
invention is described with respect to employing Java, it will 
be appreciated that any suitable programming language may 
be employed to carry out the present invention. 
0162 An Internet explorer (e.g., Netscape, Microsoft 
Internet Explorer) is held within the memory of the client 
computer. The Internet Explorer enables a user to explore the 
Internet and view documents from the Internet. The Internet 
Explorer may include client programs for protocol handlers 
for different Internet protocols (e.g., HTTP, FTP and Gopher) 
to facilitate browsing using different protocols. 
0163. It is to be appreciated that any programming meth 
odology and/or computer architecture Suitable for carrying 
out the present invention may be employed and are intended 
to fall within the scope of the hereto appended claims. 
0164. The following discussion concerns alternative 
aspects of the present invention. This discussion is provided 
to highlight alternative systems and methods, but in is not to 
be construed as limiting the invention to the particular aspects 
disclosed. 
(0165 Buyer Sponsored Deal Room 
0166 Regarding FIG. 20, although the present invention 
has been largely described within the context of a seller 
sponsored deal room, it is to be appreciated that a buyer or 
buyers may sponsor a deal room to aggregate purchasing 
goods/services from a plurality of sellers. For example, a 
large corporate buyer may employ the present invention to 
create a deal room where a plurality of sellers may assemble 
to aggregate selling of specific goods and/or services that the 
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buyer desires. Such a transaction facilitates the buyer satis 
fying purchase requirements in one forum and to coordinate 
deliver of goods/services. Furthermore, such a system facili 
tates sellers making sales to the buyer, which but for the 
sellers being able to aggregate the buyer may not have dealt 
with the individual seller because of insufficient capacity to 
meet the buyers needs. The subject specification describes 
exemplary systems and interfaces for implementing the Sub 
ject invention, and therefore further discussion thereto is 
omitted for sake of brevity. However, it is to be appreciated 
that one skilled in the art based on the above discussion 
regarding seller sponsored deal rooms/transactions could 
apply Such teachings to implement the aforementioned buyer 
sponsored deal room/transaction. 
(0167 Multiple Buyer and Multiple Seller Sponsored Deal 
Room/Transaction 
0168 Regarding FIG. 21, although the present invention 
has been largely described within the context of a seller 
sponsored deal room/transaction, it is to be appreciated that 
buyers and sellers may concurrently sponsor a deal room/ 
transaction to aggregate selling of and purchasing of goods/ 
services by a plurality of sellers and buyers respectively. For 
example, a multiple sellers and buyers may employ the 
present invention to create a deal room/transaction forum 
where a plurality of sellers and buyers may assemble to aggre 
gate selling and buying of specific goods and/or services that 
the sellers which to sell and the buyers desire to purchase. 
Such a transaction forum creates great efficiencies with 
respect to purchase price and/or selling quantity of particular 
goods/services. For example, in Such a forum dedicated to the 
selling and purchasing of a specific product/service, sellers 
can assemble to compete for the sale of their respective prod 
uct/service which leads to pricing efficiencies. Buyers can 
assemble in Such a forum to aggregate buying power in order 
to negotiate good prices and close deals. Sellers on the other 
hand may also aggregate to meet the needs of a large buying 
block. The Subject specification describes exemplary systems 
and interfaces for implementing the Subject invention, and 
therefore further discussion thereto is omitted for sake of 
brevity. However, it is to be appreciated that one skilled in the 
art based on the above discussion regarding seller sponsored 
deal rooms/transactions could apply such teachings to imple 
ment the aforementioned buyer sponsored deal room/trans 
action. 
0169. What has been described above includes examples 
of the present invention. It is, of course, not possible to 
describe every conceivable combination of components or 
methodologies for purposes of describing the present inven 
tion, but one of ordinary skill in the art may recognize that 
many further combinations and permutations of the present 
invention are possible. Accordingly, the present invention is 
intended to embrace all Such alterations, modifications and 
variations that fall within the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. Furthermore, to the extent that the term “includes” is 
used in either the detailed description or the claims, such term 
is intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term 
“comprising as "comprising is interpreted when employed 
as a transitional word in a claim. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of providing an offer to a user associated with 

a mobile device, the method comprising: 
creating a user account accessible by a plurality of devices 

associated with the user, wherein the user account com 
prises: 
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profile information about the user, 
a method of payment, and 
a past purchase; 

storing the user account on a network; 
presenting the user with information regarding collection 

and use of information associated with at least one 
mobile device associated with the user; 

receiving updated location information provided by the at 
least one mobile device and receiving an action initiated 
by the user of the at least one mobile device: 

transmitting an offer to the at least one mobile device; 
allowing the user to: 

review, by way of the at least one mobile device, the 
offer; 

review feedback from other buyers related to the offer; 
initiate an action with regard to the offer, and 
updating the user account with information correspond 

ing to the offer and the action taken. 
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile device com 

prises a mobile phone. 
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile device com 

prises a hand-held computer. 
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile device com 

prises an automobile. 
5. The method of claim 1, wherein one of the plurality of 

devices comprises a laptop computer. 
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the profile information 

includes a preference for a product or service. 
7. The method of claim 1, wherein the profile information 

includes demographic information. 
8. The method of claim 1, wherein the profile information 

includes feedback related to a merchant. 
9. The method of claim 1, wherein the user account 

includes a default payment method. 
10. The method of claim 9, wherein the default payment 

method includes at least one credit card or debit card. 
11. The method of claim 1, wherein the profile information 

includes a user tagged product or service to indicate a level of 
interest. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the profile information 
includes a stored preference related to shipping or delivery. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising enabling the 
user to port at least Some information associated with the user 
account to a mobile device. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the action taken with 
regard to the offer is a purchase made by way of the mobile 
device. 

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising payment of 
a fee to a third party to present the offer to the user. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the action taken with 
regard to the offer is a saving of the offer by way of the mobile 
device, the offer being made accessible at a later time. 

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the offer includes 
additional information about the product or service and an 
indication of a location that is closest to the user based on the 
location information of the mobile device. 

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the action initiated by 
the user of the mobile device is a search request for a product 
or service. 

19. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 
having embodied thereon instructions executable by a pro 
cessor to perform a method of providing an offer to a user 
associated with a mobile device, the method comprising: 
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creating a user account accessible by a plurality of devices 
associated with the user, wherein the user account com 
prises: 
profile information about the user, 
a method of payment, and 
a past purchase; 

storing the user account on a network; 
presenting the user with information regarding collection 

and use of information associated with at least one 
mobile device associated with the user; 

receiving updated location information provided by the at 
least one mobile device and receiving an action initiated 
by the user of the at least one mobile device: 

transmitting an offer to the at least one mobile device; 
allowing the user to: 

review, by way of the at least one mobile device, the 
offer; 

review feedback from other buyers related to the offer; 
initiate an action with regard to the offer, and 
updating the user account with information correspond 

ing to the offer and the action taken. 
20. A system for providing an offer to a user associated 

with a mobile device, the system comprising: 
a non-transitory computer memory that stores computer 

executable instructions; and 
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a processor that executes the computer executable instruc 
tions stored in memory to: 
create a user account accessible by a plurality of devices 

associated with the user, wherein the user account 
comprises: 
profile information about the user, 
a method of payment, and 
a past purchase; 

store the user account on a network; 
present the user with information regarding collection 

and use of information associated with at least one 
mobile device associated with the user; 

receive updated location information provided by the at 
least one mobile device and receiving an action initi 
ated by the user of the at least one mobile device: 

transmit an offer to the at least one mobile device; 
allow the user to: 

review, by way of the at least one mobile device, the 
offer; 

review feedback from other buyers related to the 
offer; 

initiate an action with regard to the offer; and 
update the user account with information correspond 

ing to the offer and the action taken. 
k k k k k 


