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To all whony it may concerw:

Be it known that we, LEWES C. PACKHAM
and CHARLES L. CLINE, citizens of the United
States, residing at Detroit, in the county of
Wayne, State of Michigan, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Stilt-
Steps; and we do declare the following tobe a
full, clear, and exact description of theinven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. <

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in stilt steps, and consists in
the construction and arrangement of parts as
hereinafter fully set forth, and described par-
ticularly in the claim. .

The invention has for itsobject, to provide

a step or foot rest for stilts, that may be read-

ily adjusted to various heights upon the staff
and gecurely locked in the desired position
thereon without the aid of tools. The con-
struction being such that the step serves as a
cam lever, which operates in connection with
a split collar that encircles the staff, and may
be swung to a vertical or horizontal position

‘with said staff to relieve or bind said collar

thereto, thus rendering the parts self locking
and enabling the same to be quickly adjusted
to any point on the staff.

To this end our invention consists in the
mechanism illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—-

Figure 1is aside elevation of astiit having
our improved step attached thereto,and show-
ing by dotted lines the manner of adjusting
same. Fig.2isa verticallongitudinal section
through the parts in a locked position. Fig.
3 is a front elevation of the parts in a locked
position. Fig.4 isa transverse section of the
a locked
position thereon. Fig.5is aperspective view
of the step and collar detached. i

Referring to the letters of reference, A des-
ignates the stilt which may be of any suitable
length and is preferably round in eross sec-
tion.

B is a clip or split collar adapted to freely
receive the staff A, and is provided with the
adjacent ears B/, B’ that project in parallel

‘line from one side of said collar, and formed
transversely in said ears and extending into
the annular portion of the collar are the elon-
gated openings b b, clearly shown in Fig. 5.

C is the foot rest or step of the stilt, which
consists of a serrated foot plate ¢ having the
upwardly turned lug or mose d, at one end,
and is reinforced on the under side thereof
with the web e, which terminates at; the rear
end of said step in the downwardly extended
shank D, see Fig. 5. The upper corner of the
shank D, isslightly rounded and concaved to
conform to the round of the staff, and pro-
jecting from the sides of said shank are the
stems E, E, having the downwardly extended
lugs E’, B/, formed on the outer ends thereof.
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Said stems are mounted eccentrically with

the rounded portion D', of the shank, and
are adapted to enter the elongated openings
b b of the collar, being placed therein by pass-
ing the lugs E’ E’ through the circular por-
tions of said openings from the inside of the
collar, as shown by the dotted position in Fig.
5, thus causing said stems to enter the angu-
lar portions of said openings, ‘while the lugs
thereon engage the outer faces of the ears B,
B/, said ears are beveled or inclined from
their lower edges toward the elongated open-
ings b, b, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. By this
construction the step is permitted to swing
on its stems in the ears of the collar, and acts
against the staff in the manner of acamlever.
The step being swung to the vertical position,
as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1; the collar
will be free to shift to any point upon the
shaft, and when said step is swung downtothe
horizontal position, the cam or rounded por-
tion D’ of the shank is brought in contact
with the staff npon one side thereof, causing
the stems to draw the collar against the oppo-
site side of said staff, while the lugs E’ B as-
sist to contract the collar as they swing into
contact with the inclined sides of the ears B/,
B’,and thus firmly binding said collar to the
staff. The lower end of the web orshank D,
abuts against the staff to limit the downward
moevementof the step and also assist in carry-
ing the strain brought to bear thereon. The
high portion of the cam or shank D’, when
the step is swung down, is carried to a point
slightly above the pivotal point of said step,
whereby the tendency of the strain isto force
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the lower end of the shank firmly againstthe
staff, and thus prevents said step from swing-
ing back and disengaging the parts when not
desired. This manner of constructing the
step enables the same to be readily cast in
two parts, which may be rapidly connected
without requiring machine or hand-work to
dress or fit the parts together, whereby, a sim-
ple,

veniently adjusted and securely locked in po-
sition upon the staff is produced.

Having thus fully set forth our invention, |
what we elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— :

In a step for stilts, in combination with the
staff, the collar encircling said staff, the di-

cheap and effectual step that may be con~ |
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vided ears formed on said collar, said ears
having the opposed inclined sides and pro-
vided with elongated openings formed there-
through,thestep having the dependingshank,

thestems eccentrically mounted in said shank:

and adapted to engage the openings in said
ears, the lugs depending from the ends of said
stems and. adapted to engage the inclined
sides of said ears, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof we affixour signatures

‘in presence of two. witnesses.

LEWES C. PACKHAM.

CHARLES L. CLINE.

Witnesses: )
E. K. ROEMER,
E. S. WHEELER.
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