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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Nzawn L. Roy, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Boltonville,
in the county of Orange and State of Ver-
mont, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Securing Appliances for
Can-Lids; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in milk cans and more par-
ticularly to a securing appliance for milk
can lids.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a simple and inexpensive spring
Iatch which is conveniently arranged be-
neath and attached to the can lid so that it
will automatically lockingly engage the can
neck when the cover is positioned thereon
and which can be readily actuated by the
fingers of & person to remove the lid.

A further object of the invention is to

provide the can lid centrally with a depend- -

ing sleeve adapted to be loosely positioned
over the can neck so that the lid can be
quickly and readily attached or detached to
and from the can neck and at the same time
eliminate the possibility of the lid sticking
or freezing to the can neck as is usual in cold
weather with milk cans of ordinary con-
struction. ‘

With these and other objects in view as
will appear as the description proceeds, the
invention comprises the various novel fea-
tures of construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts as will be more fully de-
scribed hereinafter and set forth with par-
ticularity in the appended claims. ‘

Referring to the drawings,

Figure 1, represents a perspective view of
my improved construction of milk can and
can lid securing appliance.

Tig. 2, represents an inverted plan view
of the can lid. .

Fig. 8, represents a perspective view of
the upper portion of the milk can, and

Fig. 4, represents a vertical sectional view
taken through the upper portion of the can
with the can 1id operatively attached thereto.

Similar characters of reference are used
to denote corresponding parts throughout
the accompanying drawings and the follow-
ing description. o

Referring more particularly to the draw-

ings, the reference numeral 1 indicates the
body of the milk can and 2 the neck thereof
which 1is connected to the body by an in-
clined shoulder 3. ~The body 1 is provided
with suitable handles 4.

A Iid 5, in this instance, is dome shaped,
and is provided centrally with a depending
sleeve 6, which is of slightly larger diameter
than that of the neck 2 and is adapted to
be positioned over the neck so that the lid
will rest upon the upper edge of the neck,
and the lower circumferential edge of the
sleeve will rest on the can shoulder 8 and
thus form a seal between the can and the lid.

In order to lock the can lid to the can
neck, I provide a spring latch which con-
sists of a thin flat hinge section 7 which is
secured to the under surface of the lid
through the medium of screws or other suit-
able: fastening means 8, which extend
through the cover and the opposite ends of
the hinge section whereby the hinge section
can be removed or detached from the cover
if desired. :

The reference numeral 9 represents a fin-
ger bar which has its upper end hingedly
connected to the upper end of the hinge sec-
tion 7 as indicated by the numeral 10, while
the lower end of the finger bar extends
downwardly to a point below the lower cir-
cnmferential edge of the can lid.

This finger bar 9 carries a locking pin 11
which projects horizontally: through an
aperture 12 in the sleeve 6 and is adapted to
lockingly engage within an annular groove
18 formed in the outer surface of the can
neck. The locking pin 11 is provided with
a lug 14 which 1s adapted to bear against the
outer surface of the sleeve 6 and serves to
limit the inward movement of the locking
pin so that the latter may not enter the
annular groove too deeply. As shown the
edges of the annular groove are rounded so
that when the locking pin is lockingly en-
gaged within the groove, the can lid can be
forcibly removed by causing the inner end
of the locking pin to ride out of the groove
against the tension of the leaf spring 15
which is positioned between the hinge sec-
tion 7 and the finger bar 9, the upper end
of this spring being secured to the adjacent
fastening element 8. If for any reason the
locking pin should not ride out of the an-
nular groove, the finger bar 9 may be
grasped with the fingers at the same time
that the lid is grasped by the hands, and
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moved outwardly against the tension of the
spring 15 so as to completely disengage the
locking pin from the groove 13 thus per-
mitting the lid to be quickly and readily
removed from the can.

In the present construction of milk cans,
the sleeve indicated by the numeral 6 is con-
structed to be inserted within the can neck
and which in cold weather, frequently if not
always expands and freezes within the can
neck so as to render the removal of the can
lid very difficult. ~This is entirely obviated
by making the depending sleeve 6 slightly
larger in diameter than that of the can neck.

I claim: =

The combination with a can neck having
an annular groove formed in its outer cir-
cumferential surface, of a can lid having a
concentrically arranged depending sleeve
adapted to be positioned over said can neck,
a hinge section detachably connected to the

“two subscribing witnesses. :
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under surface of said 1id, a depending finger
bar having its upper end hingedly connected
to the upper end of said hinge section, a leaf
spring interposed between said hinge sec-
tion and finger bar and detachably con-
nected to said hinge section, a locking pin
carried by said finger bar and slidably dis-
posed through an aperture in said depend-
ing sleeve and adapted to engage said an-
nular groove, and a lug carried by the lock-
ing pin adapted to engage the depending
can lid sleeve to limit its inward movement
into said annular groove under the tension
of said spring. -
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
NEAL L. ROY.
Witnesses: ' ' :
Brrnice C. Barpwin,
Hammon T. Barpwrw.
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