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The present invention pertains to molded paper pulp
egg cartons. More particularly, it concerns certain struc-
tural improvements in a carton of this type whereby large
size eggs are effectively cushioned and supported in the
lower of two integrally hinged sections of the carton
without objectionably increasing the over-all carton size,
and whereby the two sections of the carton are effectively
braced by one another, in the closed condition thereof.

It is a general object of the invention to provide an
egg carton fabricated from molded paper pulp and in-
cluding non-cellular cover and cellular bottom sections
integrally connected to one another by a hinge extending
along a margin thereof, in which both sections are pro-
vided with abutments adjacent and extending along the
hinge, which abutments are specially shaped with relation
to the hinge, thereby to insure positive engagement thereof
in the closed condition of the carton so as to support the
cover against telescoping relative to the bottom section
under vertical crushing load. .

Another more specific object of the invention is to
provide a molded pulp carton characterized by a hinge

integrally connecting the carton sections and occupying

appreciable vertical space in the closed condition of the
sections, in which special, oppositely inclined abutments
are provided on the respective sections, extending adjacent
and along the hinge, to positively support the cover on
the bottom section notwithstanding the special, vertically
extending character of the hinge, which would prevent
such positive support, unless compensated.

A further specific object is to provide a carton of the
above sort in which the abutments on the bottom section
are located between successive egg receiving cells thereof
adjoining the hinge and coact with similar abutments on
the non-cellular cover section.

Yet another specific object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved molded pulp egg carton in which the
cells of the bottom carton section feature a polygonal-
walled lower portion and a generally conical upper por-
tion merging with the walls of the lower portion at a
lesser angle to the vertical than the latter, thereby to
Insure effective cushioning of large size eggs in the cells
while minimizing the size of the cells at the top thereof,
and as a result enabling the over-all transverse and longi-
tudinal dimensions of the carton to be kept at a minimum.

Another object of the invention is to provide a molded
pulp egg carton of 2 x 6 egg arrangement adapted to be
packed, in the manner of 2 x 6 paperboard egg cartons,
in a standard 30-dozen capacity egg case or crate, and
characterized by a bottom section subdivided into two
rows of six egg receiving cells each of which has a poly-
gonal-walled lower portion merging into a generally coni-
cal upper portion as described above, to the end that the
outside dimensions of the carton are kept within limits
which enable packing in a crate of the type referred to,
while at the same time affording sufficient €gg space in
each of the cells to receive large size eggs and to cushion
the same most effectively at the polygonal lower portion
thereof.
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A still further object of the invention is to provide a
molded paper pulp carton of the type referred to includ-
ing a cellular bottom section, a non-cellular cover section
hinged thereto, and a reinforcing or bracing flange or
equivalent member integrally hinged to a margin of the
bottom section opposite that along which the cover section
is hinged, the respective sections and flange member being
provided with special coacting, mutually. inclined abut-
ment swfaces adjoining the respective hinges thereof
which insure positive abutting engagement of the hinged
parts in the closed condition of the carton, with the flange
disposed internally of the cover section and in supporting
engagement therewith.

Another specific object is to provide a carton con-
struction of the type referred to above, wherein the in-
ternal flange is specially shaped to provide the abutting
engagement with the bottom section, as referred to, and
furthermore to provide external abutments which are
vertically engaged by the cover section, to the end that
the cover section shall be vertically braced and supported
positively in at least three zones when in closed positicn.

It is a general object of the invention to provide a
molded paper pulp egg carton referred to in the preceding
paragraphs, which carton is of 2 x 6 egg receiving ca-
pacity and features a special cell formation of its bottom
section in the interest of insuring adequate egg space,
optimum bottom cushioning of the eggs, and maintenance
of the external carton dimensions within a predetermined
minimum, yet which is very strongly braced against rela-
tive lateral shifting and vertical telescoping of its hinged
sections without recourse to the use of internal abutments
on the non-cellular cover section thereof, thereby preserv-
ing a planar top surface on the latter which is suited for
printing or ornamentation. '

The foregoing statements are indicative in a general
way of the nature of the invention. Other and more
specific objects will be apparent to those skilled in the
art upon a full understanding of the construction and
operation of the device. :

Two embodiments of the invention are presented herein
for purpose of illustration, and it will be appreciated that
the invention is susceptible of incorporation in other modi-
fied forms coming equally within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the improved molded paper
pulp egg carton, showing the same in the open condition
thereof as stripped from a drying form;

Fig. 2 is an end view of the carton, with an internal
bracing flange thereof shown in dotted lines in its original
position and in solid lines in its upwardly swung operative
position, the figure being partially broken away and in
vertical transverse section to illustrate details of its cover
and flange hinge construction;

Fig. 3 is a view in transverse vertical section along a
line corresponding to line 3—3 of Fig. 5, further illus-
trating the improved provisions of the invention for com-
pensating for the height of the respective hinges which
connect the cover section internal flange to the bottom
section of the carton; .

Fig. 4 is a view in vertical cross section along line
4—4 of Fig. 5, illustrating the hinge structure at.a dif-
ferent position longitudinally of the carton; :

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary bottom plan view of the closed
carton; .

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary top plan view of an open car-
ton in accordance with a modified embodiment of the
inventicn;

Fig. 7 is a plan view similar to Fig. 1, showing a modi-
fied carton having special cover and flange hinging pro-
visions for the purpose of preserving lateral compact-

- ness of the closed carton; and
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Fig. 8 is a top plan view of the carton of Fig. 7 in its
closed position.

Generally considered, this invention affords an im-
proved molded pulp egg carton of 2 x 6 egg capacity,
a type which is commercially attractive because of the
low cost of production thereof but which has heretofore
resisted successful exploitation, at least to the extent re-
ceived by the better known, 3 X 4 capacity, externally
flanged molded carton made in accordance with the
patent to Sherman 1,975,129. This is due to an inherent
difficulty of providing adequate egg receiving space in the
2 X 6 type without exceeding certain minimum external
dimensions which permit the carton to be packed in a
standard 30-dozen capacity egg crate or case. Likewise,
an adequate support of a non-cellular carton cover over
the celiular bottom thereof to resist crushing or telescop-
ing vnder load is difficult to attain without resorting to
the use of molded internal cover abutments. These pre-
clude the printing or ornamentation of the exposed top
panel of the cover.

Referring to the drawings, the carton is generally
designated by the reference numeral 18. It comprises a
cellular bottom section 11, a non-cellular or open, tray-
like cover seciion 12 which is integrally connected to the
bottom section by a special, double creased hinge 13 and
an internal cover bracing flap or flange 14 which is inte-
grally hinged to the bottom section 11 by a double
creased hinge 15 similar to hinge 13. This carton is
molded from a paper pulp slurry and is dried and
stripped from drying forms in the flat condition illus-
trated in Figs. 1 and 2, with cover section 12 and flange
14 extending horizontally from the respective hinges 13,
15.

The bottom section 11 is molded to provide a plurality
of like egg receiving cells 16 arranged in two parallel
rows of six each, the cells of the respective rows being
in lateral or sidewise alignment transversely of the car-
ton length. The sectional outline of the individual cells
is one of the improved features cof the invention, since it
provides maximum egg receiving space in a cell of mini-
mum over-all width, coupled with optimum egg cushion-
ing action. By maintaining control of individual cell
dimension the over-all dimensions of the entire bottom
section 11 are restricted sufficiently to enable the filled
and closed carton to be satisfactorily packed in a stand-
ard 30-dozen egg case.

Referring to Figs. 1, 4 and 5, the cells 16 have flat
square bottoms 17, from the sides of which the lower
wall portions 18 incline upwardly and outwardly at a
predetermined angle to the vertical, thereby providing a
generally polygonal lower egg cushioning portion. Bot-
toms 17 preferably have an upwardly extending, bubble-
like cushion 17’ lying just below the level at which the
lower ends of all but very thin eggs are received. The
lower walls 18 may be concaved, if desired, to improve
the cushioning action. The wall portions 18 of adjacent
cells merge upwardly with one another along crests 19
which are spaced substantially beneath the tops of the
cells, as illustrated in Fig. 4, the tops of which cells
coincide with the horizontal meeting line of the closed
sections. The polygonal lower wall portions 18 merge
upwardly with rounded, generally conical, upper cell
portions 20. These are at a lesser angle to the vertical
than lower portions 8. They are substantially con-
tinuous in the circumferential sense, especially at the
outer cell zones adjacent hinges 13, 15, being interrupted
only at the crests 19 of the polygonal lower wall portions.
Along the longitudinal center line of the carton the coni-
cal portions 20 define separator members 21 which are
spaced longitudinally along the center line. Generally
rectangular top surfaces 22 bridge surfaces 20 in a plane
coinciding with the meeting plane of the carton sections.

The cell structure described above provides for the
effective cushioning of the lower surface of the egg by
the flat internal surfaces of lower cell wall portions 18,

as illustrated in Fig. 3. These are inclined ocutwardly at -
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a sufficiently great angle to the vertical to receive the
egg substantially downwardly in the cell. At the same
time, the conical upper portions 20 confine the egg ade-
quately at its zone of greater girth, yet do not occupy
undue lateral space in doing this, due to their lesser
i :aticn to the vertical than portions 18. In the mcdi-
sticn shown in the drawings, the walls 18 incline out-
wardly at an angle of around 28° to the vertical and are
nositioned with respect to corresponding opposite walls
s a5 to provide support high on the egg. At the same
time, all but thin, narrow eggs are held above and out
of contact with the bottoms 17. As the walls 18 are
fexible, this provides a four-sided cushion protecting the
bottoms of the eggs from vertical force and holds the egg
i its upright position. If the cell walls were continued
upwardly and outwardly at the same angle as the flat
lower wall portions 18 thereof, the over-all size of the
carton would substantially exceed that permitting its
packing in a 30-dezen egg case, whereas, due to the lesser
conical inclination, the filled carton is perfectly suited
for such packing.

Referring particularly to Figs. 1 and 3, the space be-
tween successive cells 16 of the two rows and the cover
hinge 13 and flange hinge 15, respectively, is occupied
by cutwardly and oppositely inclined abutment surfaces
or ledges 23, 23" which merge inwardly from the hinges
with the upper conical extremities of adjacent cells.
Hinges 13 and 15 are double-creased to facilitate folding
without unduly stressing the hinge, and to insure flush
engagement of the cover section 12 across the bottom
section 11 in the closed condition of the sections. The
inclined abutments 23 are provided for special coaction
with this special type hinge, as will appear.

The non-cellular cover section 12 is also shaped
threughout its length along hinge 13, to provide a series
of integrally comnected abutment surfaces or ledges 25
which are laterally aligned with the respective inclined
abutmeats 23 of the bottom section and are adapted to
vertically engage the latter in the closed condition of the
sections. It will be noted that the areas 23 and 25 arc
widest between adjacent cells and taper to their minimums
at the center of the cells where there is virtually no ledge
beyond the score lines. Without this scalloped effect on
the cover, the line of bend between the cover and bottom
tends to wander when the carton is closed. However,
the abutment surfaces or platforms 23 and 23 form an
adequate area for a substantial hinge and the restricted
area at the ceater of the celis localizes the line of bend.
To get this effect, the area 23 should extend at least the
major part of the distance between the centers of adja-
cent egg cells.

Referring to Figs. 3 and 4, it is seen that the appre-
ciable vertical height of the double-creased hinge 13 in
the closed condition of the carton would normatly resuit
in a corresponding vertical spacing of the cover sections
relative to ope another, immediately adjacent the hinge,
thus preventing their direct abutting engagement with one
another along this line. Vertical load on the closed carton
would then be sustained only by the hinge, with inevi-
table lateral shift of the sections relative to one another
and vertica! telescoping or collapse.

In order to offsst or compensate for such unreliable
support at the hinge, the ledges 23, 25 are motually in-
clined from the upper and lower portions of hinge 13 in the
direction inwardly of the hinge and toward one ancther,
i. e., toward the meeting line of the carton secticns 1%, 12.
They thus teke positive abuiting engagement with one
another over substamtial areas located inwardly of ths
hinge, in the closed cendition of the sections illustrated
in Figs. 3 and 4. This insures against vertical collapse
of the cover section under load and resultant egg break-
age, notwithstanding the vertical height of hinge 13.

Tedges 25° similar to ledges 23 are provided on the
outer cover section front wall 24 for improved abutting
engagement with certain portions of flaps 14, in a manner
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to be described hereinafter. The wall 24 intermediate
the space ledges 25’ is outwardly convex at 26, in align-
ment with egg cells 16, and the opposite or rear wall 27
is provided with similar convexities 28 between ledges 25.
These convex portions accommodate the upper, enlarged
girth portion of the eggs in the respective cells.

The marginal portion of the cellular bottom section 11
adjoining the double creased flange hinge 15 is shaped to
provide outwardly and downwardly inclined abutment
ledges 23’ identical to the ledges 23 on the opposite side
of the section. The flange or flap 14 is similarly shaped
to provide internal outwardly and upwardly inclined abut-
ment ledges 29, as illustrated in Fig. 3. Thus the ledges
23" and 25’ are mutually inclined from the upper and
lower portions of hinge 15 in the direction inwardly of
the hinge and toward one another, i. e. toward the meet-
ing line of the carton sections 11, 12 and the ledges 25”
are adapted to assume direct and positive engagement
with the coacting inclined ledges 23’ of the bottom sec-
tion, in the same manner as the opposite set of abutment
ledges 23, 25, when the flange 14 is swung from its original
flat condition, shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, to its opera-
tive upright position shown in solid line in that figure.
Inward collapse of flange 14 is therefore insured against
and it is held firmly in the upright condition in which
it internally engages, and both internally and externally
braces, the cover section 12. Flange 14 is coextensive in
height with front cover wall 24, whereby its free edge 33
may engage the top panel 34 of the cover section in the
closed condition of the sections. Flange-bottom section
abutments 23’, 29 thus compensate for the double height
of flange hinge 15 and insure full engagement of the
sections 11, 12 in closed condition. The abutments 2%
of flange 14 are spaced by outwardly convex secticns 30
corresponding in shape and function to the convexities 26,
28 of the cover section.

In use, eggs E are placed in the cells 16, smaller ends
down, as illustrated in Fig. 2. The flap 14 is swung in-
wardly and upwardly for braced engagement of the ledges
29 thereof with the bottom section ledges 23’, and cover
section 12 is then swung downwardly over the flange 14
to the position illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4. In this posi-
tion it frictionally engages the flange to resist inadvertent
opening and its outwardly extending abutment ledges 25’
vertically engage and are sustained by the outwardly
and upwardly exposed abutment surfaces which are pro-
vided by the recessed ledges 29 of the flange 14.

The closed carton is triple braced at its forward wall,
i. e., by the engagement of the flange and bottom section
abutment ledges 29, 23’, respectively, by the engagement
of the free edge 33 of the flange with the top panel 34
of the cover section, and by the external engagement of
the cover section abutments 25’ with the upper external
surface of abutment ledges 29. The opposite rear wall
of the carton is also positively braced at coacting abut-
ments 23, 25 and, furthermore, lateral shifting of the
cover section tending to result in telescoping collapse is
effectively prevented by the restraining action of hinge 13,
15 and the flange 14, the latter frictionally engaged by
the forward cover wall. Staples may be applied through
the triple thickness of material represented by the abut-
ment portions 25’, 28 and 23’ between successive cells of
the bottom section or adhesive may be employed between
portions 29 and 25’.

The modification of the invention illustrated in Fig, 6
differs from that of Figs. 1 through 5 in that the upper

-surfaces 22 of the longitudinally spaced, medial divider
or separator members 21 in the carbon bottom section,
as shown in Fig. 1, are eliminated or cut away, leaving
the scallop sided, generally rectangular apertures 36.
These afford a desired circulation of air within the car-
ton and a great flexibility of the walls of the cells to
facilitate their cushioning effect, while at the same time
preserving the function of subdividing its interior. While
the openings 36 have been shown as extending about the
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same area as the surfaces 22, they may also be of reduced
area centrally positioned in the surfaces 22, and a smaller
opening is contemplated within the scope of the invention.

Another slightly modified adaptation of the invention
is illustrated in Figs. 7 and 8. This form of carton is,
with certain exceptions, identical to that illustrated in
Figs. 1 through 5, hence corresponding reference numerals
have been employed to designate corresponding parts or
features.

Experience has shown that when the straight line type,
double-creased hinge 13 of the first embodiment is em-
ployed, there is some tendency of the same particularly
when extra large size eggs are packaged, to bulge later-
ally outwardly in the space between successive cells, i. e.,
between the points at which its bending action is pri-
marily localized. Such an outward bulge at the 180
degree bend may result in an undesirable increase in the
over-all width of the closed carton; the invention con-
templates compensation of the same by the special type
of hinge creasing shown in Figs. 7 and 8. Referring to
those figures, it is to be noted that the two creases of
the cover-receptacle hinge, designated 37 and 38, are
mildly shaped in an oppositely convex, scallop-like or
undulatory outline in the zones corresponding to the re-
spective abutment ledges 23, 25. This preserves all of
the advantages of positive support and bend localization
which are afforded by the location of the hinge creases
immediately adjacent the cells and the mutually inwardly
inclined abutment surfaces, yet when the carton is closed,
as illustrated in Fig. 8, the tendency of the hinge to bulge
outwardly intermediate the cells is offset. The portion
of the crease construction between its convexities comes
to an upright position and the outer surface of the carton
extends as a straight line tangent to the outer surface of
the cells of the receptacle section. A slight inwardly
shaped contour of this line between the cells may even be
developed by further exaggerating the curving of the
creases 37, 38, which may be varied fairly widely. How-
ever, the invention merely contemplates sufficient shap-
ing of one or both of the creases to eliminate outward
convexities along the hinge when the sections of the
carton are in closed relation. .

The same outward bulging effect, if found to exist at
the flange-receptacle hinge, may be corrected by a similar
undulatory shaping of one or both of the creases which
define this hinge, as indicated at 39.

As stated, the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 7 and 8
incorporates all the other features shown in Figs. 1
through 5. It is evident that it may also include ventilat-
ing and cushion-improving openings in the upstanding re-
ceptacle divider members 21, corresponding to the open-
ings 36 found in the form of Fig. 6.

It may be noted that in all of the above described
embodiments abutment of the cover section with the
bottom section along the medial longitudinal zone of the
separators 21 is rendered unnecessary by the special mar-
ginal bracing and abutting provisions described above.
Therefore, the cover section is left in an open and tray-
like or non-cellular character, permitting decoration or
imprinting of the exposed upper surface of panel 34,
Although the front wall 24 is shaped in conformity with
the flap 14 to secure a frictional engagement with the
latter over its entire area, it will be appreciated that the
wall may be flat, if desired, for the purpose of affording
an additional surface for printing or ornamentation.

I claim:

1. A molded pulp carton comprising a bottom section
defined by an upwardly extending wall structure and pro-
vided with a plurality of conticuous article receiving cells
successively arranged in row formation, said cells having
lowermost egg supporting portions defined at least in part
by relatively flat walls which flare outwardly and up-
wardly at a predetermined angle to the vertical and merge
at their topmost limit into upper egg restraining portions
disposed at a lesser angle to the vertical, successive cells
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in a row being merged with one another substantially
beneath the top of said wall structure and at the approxi-
mate elevation of the merger of said lower and upper cell
portions.

2. A molded pulp carton comprising a bottom section
defined by an upwardly extending wall structure and pro-
vided with a plurality of contiguous article receiving cells
successively arranged in row formation, said cells having
polygonal-walled lowermost egg supporting portions de-
fined at least in part by relatively flat walls which diverge
upwardly at a predetermined =zngle to the vertical and
merge at their topmost limit into generally conical upper
egg restraining portions disposed at a lesser angle to the
vertical, successive cells in a row being merged with cne
another substantially beneath the top of said wall struc-
ture and at the approximate elevation of the merger of
said lower and upper cell portions.

3. A molded pulp carton comprising 2 bottom section
defined by an upwardly extending wall structure and pro-

vided with a plurality of contiguous article receiving cells 2

successively arranged in row formation, said czlis having
lowermost egg supporting portions defined at least in part
by relatively flat walls which flare outwardly and up-
wardly at a predetermined angle to the vertical and merge
at their topmost limit into generally comical upper egg
restraining porticns disposed at a lesser angle to the ver-
tical, successive cells in a row being merged with one
another substantially beneath the top of said wall struc-
ture and at the approximate elevation of the merger of
said lower and upper cell portions.

4. A molded pulp carton comprising coacting top and
cellular bottom carton members integrally and bendably
connected to one another by an undulatory hinge con-
struction extending along corresponding margins of the
members and closely adjacent cells of the bottom mem-
ber, said hinge construction comprising alternate, dif-
ferently configured crease sections which are respectively
spread laterally and restricted laterally in 2 generally
horizontal plane when the carton is fully open, said re-

stricted and spread sections being in transverse alignment °

with said bottom member cells and with spaces between
said cells, respectively, whereby when said carton is
closed the hinge construction is of greater vertical height
at the spread sections than at the restricted sections and
is linear and undistorted along its length.

5. A molded pulp carton comprising coacting top and
cellular bottom carton members integrally and bendably
connected to one another by an undulatory hinge con-
struction extending along corresponding margins of the

raembers and closely adjacent cells of the bottom mem- 5

ber, said hinge construction ccmprising alternate, differ-
ently counfigured crease sections which are respectively
spread laterally and restricted laterally in a generally hori-
zoatal plane when the carton is fully open, said restricted
and spread sections being in transverse alignment with
said bottom member cells and with spaces between said
cells, respectively, whereby when said carton is closed
the hinge constructicn is of greater vertical height at the
spread sections than at the restricted sections and is linear
and undistorted along its length, said bottom member
having inwardly extending, upwardly facing abutments
immediately adjoining said spread section of said hinge
construction, which abutments partially separate a pair
of successive cells.

6. A molded pulp carten comprising coacting top and
celiular bottom carton members integrally and bendably
connected to one another by an vndulatory hinge construc-
tion extending along corresponding margins of the mem-
bers and closely adjacent cells of th= bottom member, said
hinge construction comprising alternate, differently con-
figsured crease sections which are respectively spread
laterally and restricted laterally in a generally hori-
zontal plane when the carton is fully open, said restricted
and spread sections being in transverse alignment with
said bottorm member cells and with spaces between said
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cells respectively, whereby when said carton is closed the

hinge construction is of greater vertical height at the

spread sections than at the restricted sections and is
linear and undistorted along its length, said bottom
member having inwardly extending, upwardly facing abut-
ments immediately adjoining said spread sections of said
hinge construction, which abutments partially separate
a pair of successive cells, and said successive cells being
further separated by tapered dividers merging upwardly
into said abutments.

7. A mclded pulp egg carton comprising a bottom
forming section, a non-cellular cover forming section
integrally hinged thereto along a margin thereof, and
an internal bracing flap integrally connected to said bot-
tom section by a hinge extending along the opposite
margin and forming the top outer edge theréof, said bot-
tom secticn having a row of cells located adjacent said
last named hinge and abutment portions extending be-
tween pairs of said celis and projecting inwardly from the
outer edge thereof which is formed by said hinge, said
flap being shaped to provide an internally projecting abut-
ment portion engaging a bottom section abutment por-
tion in the closed condition of the carton and to provide
an inwardly extending upwardly exposed, outer abutment
surface above said internal abutment portion in said
closed condition, said cover section including a wall ex-
ternally telescoping said flap in vertically braced engage-
ment therewith, said wall being coextensive in height with
said flap and being shaped to provide at the bottom margin
an inwardly extending external abutment element with a
bottom surface for engaging said outer abutment surface
of said flap when in said closed condition, the internally
projecting abutment portions of said bottom section and
said flap extending inwardly from the connecting hinge
and being inclined inwardly therefrom toward the meet-
ing line of said sections whereby inward movement of
said flap is limited by the engagement of said abutment
surfaces and said flap braces the wall of said cover sec-
tion against lateral movement and vertical collapse.

8. A molded pulp egg carton comprising a cover sec-
tion and a cellular bottom section integrally connected
by a hinge along one margin thereof, said sections being
provided with longitudinally spaced, laterally and verti-
cally aligned abutment ledges adjacent and extending
inwardly of said hinge, the ledges of at least one of said
sections being inclined toward the meeting line of the
sections, a shaped flap integrally connected to said bottom
secticn by a hinge extending along .the top margin of the
wall thereof which is opposite said first named hinge
and forming the top outer edge of said bottom section,
said flap and bottom section being provided with longi-
tudinally spaced, laterally aligned abutment portions ad-
jacent and extending inwardly of said last named hinge
between pairs of adjaceot cells of said bottom section
and adapted for abutting engagement with one another
over substantial areas located inwardly of the hinge in
the closed condition of said carton, certain of said last
named abutment portions being inclined inwardly toward
the meeting line of the carton cover and bottom sections,
said cover section including a shaped wall telescoping
said shaped flap in the closed condition of the sections
and said wall being provided with external inwardly pro-
jecting marginal abutment portions located in lateral and
vertical alignment with said flap abutment portions, which
external portions vertically abut said flap abutment por-
tions in said closed condition of the sections whereby in-
ward movement of said flap is limited by the interengag-
ing abutment portions and said flap braces and reenforces
said cover section against lateral and vertical movement.

9. A moided pulp egg carton comprising a non-cellular
cover section and a cellular bottom section integrally
connected by a hinge along one margin thereof, said
sections being provided with longitudinally spaced, lat-
erally and vertically aligned abutment ledges adjacent and
extending inwardly of said hinge, the ledges of at least
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one of said sections being inclined toward the meeting
line of the sections, a shaped flap integrally connected to
said bottom section by a hinge extending along the top
margin of the wall thereof which is opposite said first
named hinge and forming the top outer edge of said
bottom section, said fiap and bottom section being pro-
vided with longitudinally spaced, laterally aligned abut-
ment portions adjacent and extending inwardly of said
last named hinge between pairs of adjacent cells of said
bottom section and adapted for abutting engagement with
one another over substantial areas located inwardly of
the hinge in the closed condition of said carton, certain
of said last named abutment portions being inclined in-
wardly toward the meeting line of the carton cover and
bottom sections, said cover ‘section including a shaped
wall telescoping said shaped flap in the closed condition
of the sections and said wall being provided with ex-
ternal inwardly projecting abutment portions located at
the lower margin thereof and in lateral and vertical
alignment with said flap abutment portions, which exter-
ral abutment portions vertically abut said flap abutment
portions in said closed condition of the sections, said
telescoping wall having spaced frusto-conical sectional
surfaces extending upwardly between said abutment por-
tions and aligned laterally with the cells in said bottom
sectien for accommodating the upper portions of the
eggs in said cells and the inner face of said flap having
corresponding spaced frusto-conical surfaces whereby in-
ward movement of said flap is limited by the interengag-
ing abutment portions and said wall and said flap are
in snug engagement with said flap bracing and reinforcing
said wall of said cover section against movement laterally
and vertically.

10. A molded pulp egg carton according to claim 3
wherein said cells have a lowermost €gg supporting por-
tion comprising four relatively flat inclined walls which
flare outwardly and upwardly from the four sides of a
square horizontal bottom portion at an angle of ap-
proximately 28° to the vertical.

11. A molded pulp egg carton according to claim 3
wherein the line of merger between successive cells in a
row is generally in the shape of an arc.

12. A molded pulp egg carton according to claim 3
wherein said cells are arranged in two rows of six cells
each.

13. A molded pulp egg carton in accordance with claim
3 wherein said carton has a top cover portion integrally
joined to said bottom section.
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14. A molded pulp egg carton according to claim 11
wherein the line of merger between successive cells in
a row is generally in the shape of an arc, and the lower-
most curvature of the arc is at approximately the same
elevation as the uppermost portion of said flat walls,

15. A molded pulp carton according to claim 4 where-
in the crease line of said undulatory hinge construction
is disposed along a substantially straight line which is
essentially tangential to the outer circumferences of an
aligned row of cells when said carton is in closing rela-
tionship.

16. A molded pulp carton according to claim 15
wherein the uppermost lateral extremities of a row of
the cellular bottom members essentially defines a row of
undulating circumferential arcs, the crease line of said
undulatory hinge construction being disposed substan-
tially tangentially to said aligned row of arcs when said
carton is in closing relationship.

17. A molded pulp carton according to claim 4 where-
in the top cover portion of the carton adjacent the crease
line of said undulatory hinge construction is shaped so
as to contain arcuate sections tangential to the hinge
which will be substantially aligned with at least a sub-
stantial portion of the arcuate sections of the bottom
member when the top and bottom are brought into clos-
ing relationship.

18. A molded pulp carton according to claim 4 having
a bottom section as described in claim 1.

19. A molded pulp egg carton according to claim 7
wherein said hinges are substantially parallel to each
other and each of said hinges is disposed along a line
which is essentially tangential to opposing rows of arcs
defined by the outer upper extremities of two rows of
cells in the bottom section,

20. A molded pulp egg carton according to claim 7
having a bottom section as defined in claim 1.
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