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Description
Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates to a terrace ca-
nopy comprising a column constructed of a set of profiles.

State of the art

[0002] Such terrace canopies are usually set up to
screen off or clear an outdoor area. For instance, such
screen devices are often set up near houses, restau-
rants, shops, etc. to screen off an outdoor terrace or the
like from sunlight, precipitation and/or wind, or conver-
sely, to temporarily allow in sunlight. These terrace ca-
nopies can be implemented, for example, in the form of
awnings, pergolas, verandas, carports, pavilions, etc.
[0003] Such a terrace canopy typically comprises a
roof frame that is at least partially supported by columns.
Exceptionally, the roof frame may also be supported by
another roof construction. The roof frame is generally
constructed of several beams that are composed into one
or more frames into which a roof infill can be attached.
The beams themselves are often a composition of a
plurality of individual profiles. Such a roof frame is typi-
cally supported by four (or more) columns between which
a wall infill may be provided. Likewise, less columns may
be used in case the roof frame is supported by other
structures, such as a wall of an already existing structure.
[0004] The roof infill may be stationary or movable, for
example, a retractable roof. The roof infill of a retractable
roof may, forinstance, consistof arollable cloth or screen,
slats that rotate around their axis, or of segments that can
slide over each other. The segments may be panels that
are partly made of (laminated) glass or plastic, such as
PC or PMMA. Depending on the choice of material, the
light transmission and robustness of the roof may be
adjusted to the desired application. The wall infill can
also be stationary or movable. Examples are a rollable
cloth or screen or movable, i.e. slidable or foldable,
panels.

[0005] Furthermore, various types of columns have
already been developed that also include other functions
in addition to their general support function. For example,
the columns may be adapted to also provide supply
cables to electrical equipment and/or to include drainage
tubes for discharging precipitation and/or to comprise
guide profiles for a screen. Preferably, the column should
be able to encompass all of the abovementioned func-
tions and also be finished on the outside as aesthetically
as possible.

[0006] A known problem with such a terrace canopy is
the amount of customization and/or the number of stan-
dard components that may be required to provide suffi-
cient variation in the construction possibilities of the
terrace canopy.

[0007] BE 2013/0778 discloses a square column for
supporting the beams of a terrace canopy. The column is
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constructed of a core profile and four finishing profiles
which are attached thereon by means of several mount-
ing means provided on the core profile. The visible out-
side of the columnis formed by a portion of the core profile
together with the finishing profiles. A similar column is
disclosed in BE 2014/0015.

[0008] However, it has been found that the column
disclosed in BE 2013/0778 and BE 2014/0015 still offers
too little the possibility of an integration of the many
different types of side wall infills that are common with
terrace canopies.

[0009] WO 2019/186213 A1 discloses a terrace cano-
py having a column with a core and covering plates each
covering a side of the core profile. Each cover plate (or
cover profile) is formed from a flat outside wall with two
inwardly extending walls (spacer) having a thickened end
(attachment means). On each corner of the core profile,
there is an outwardly extending flange/wall. The flange
ends with a corner against which the inner sides of the flat
outside wall of the cover plate abuts. The flange also has
a mounting slot for receiving the thickened end on the
inwardly extending wall of the cover plate. The terrace
canopy further comprises a corner connection between
the core and each beam. The corner connection com-
prises a cap mounted on each end of the beam, which cap
has a hook-shaped part and an opening underneath for
drainage purposes. The core profile is provided with a
corresponding hook-shaped accessory part on each
side. Both hook-shaped parts interlock with one another
to attach a beam to a side of the core profile.

Description of the invention

[0010] Itis anobject of the presentinvention to provide
a set of profiles for constructing a column for a terrace
canopy that can be used in more variations of the terrace
canopy.

[0011] This goal is achieved in that the corner connec-
tion is attached to the core profile and in that each cover
profile, after attachment to the core profile, forms the fully
visible outside of the column.

[0012] By the use of cover profiles to form the outside of
the column, this immediately means that the core profile
no longer forms part of the outside of the column. In other
words, the functionality and visible finish of the column is
entirely determined by the cover profiles. This offers a
greater freedom in terms of functionality and finish com-
pared to the column known from BE 2013/0778, where
the core profile also forms part of the outside. It is now
possible, for example, to change the outer dimensions of
the column by only varying the cover profiles, which is not
possible with the known column. It should be clear that a
plurality of cover profiles together may form one outside
of the column. It is crucial that there are no visible seams
between the plurality of cover profiles that together form
one of the outsides of the column. In addition, the cover
profiles have no bearing or supporting function since the
corner connection is attached to the core profile.
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[0013] Embodiments of the present invention are set
out in the appended claims.

[0014] Inanembodiment of the presentinvention, said
at least one cover profile is provided with an outer wall
having an outside and an inside and with at least one
attachment means, in particular a pin, configured to co-
operate with said mounting means for connecting the
cover profile and the core profile and with a spacer
between the inside and said attachment means. Such
a spacer allows to vary the outer circumference of the
column.

[0015] Inanadvantageous embodiment of the present
invention, the spacer is formed by a wall that extends
between the inside of the outer wall up to said attachment
means and has a predetermined length. This wall allows
to accurately determine the length of the spacer. In
addition, the wall is easy to manufacture during an ex-
trusion process, with which it is therefore an integral part
of the cover profile and no additional operations are
required afterwards for fitting or producing the spacer.
[0016] In a further advantageous embodiment of the
present invention, the wall is provided with an abutment
provided to abut against the side of the core profile. This
abutment improves the placement of the finishing pro-
files.

[0017] In an alternative embodiment of the present
invention, said at least one cover profile is provided with
an outer wall having an outside and an inside and with at
least one attachment means, in particular a pin, config-
ured to cooperate with said mounting means for connect-
ing the cover profile and the core profile, said attachment
means being directly attached to the inside of the outer
wall. The absence of a spacer allows to minimize the
cross-section of the column in order to maximize the
usable space below the terrace canopy.

[0018] According to the present invention said mount-
ing means comprises a mounting slot, which mounting
slot preferably comprises a female pin connection
means. A slot is advantageous as it can be produced
during the extrusion process with which the core profile is
typically manufactured.

[0019] According to the present invention, the core
profile exhibits rotational symmetry of order three and
preferably four or higher. The corner connection has the
same rotational symmetry. Due to such a rotational sym-
metry, the core profile can be set up in the terrace canopy
independent of the direction and the bearing capacity and
strength are also the same in at least three, preferably at
least four directions, which is advantageous because ina
terrace canopy typically a maximum of four beams are
attached to one column. Typical examples are core pro-
files with a substantially triangular, square, hexagonal,
circular, etc. cross-section.

[0020] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
core profile is provided with at least four mounting means
and the set comprises at least four of said cover profiles,
wherein the four cover profiles, after being arranged on
the core profile, substantially form a rectangle, in parti-
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cular a square. In this way it is possible to hide the entire
core profile from view by using four cover profiles which
will typically together form a rectangle. A rectangle is
advantageous since for a typical terrace canopy use is
made of rectangular structures.

[0021] In an embodiment of the present invention,
each side of the core profile is provided with at least
two mounting means. The use of two mounting means
is advantageous in view of the fact that the use of two
separate attachments between two profiles allows less
clearing in the mutual positioning, which clearing may
give rise to a divergent positioning, in particular due to
wind loads and/or precipitation loads.

[0022] In an embodiment of the present invention, the
set comprises at least two mutually different cover pro-
files which are intended to be applied on a different side of
the core profile. In this way, it is possible to provide a
different functionality on different walls of the column in
accordance with the desired side wall infill of the terrace
canopy. Preferably, a first cover profile is provided with a
spacer between the inside and said attachment means,
wherein for a second cover profile, said attachment
means is directly attached to the inside of the outer wall.
In this way, space can be provided for placing a side wall
infill of the terrace canopy that extends over an outer
corner of the column.

[0023] Inanembodiment of the presentinvention, said
at least one cover profile is formed by a finishing profile
which cooperates with a wall guide profile. This allows to
integrate the end of the screen guide, which may serve as
a wall infill of the terrace canopy, into the column, such
that these ends are not visible from the outside.

[0024] Inanadvantageous embodiment of the present
invention, the wall guide profile is provided with arearwall
from which a branch extends, wherein the rear wall and
the branch together support against the core profile. The
use of two walls for positioning on the core profile is
advantageous, since use can now be made of a corner
of the core profile for positioning the wall guide profile.
[0025] In a more advantageous embodiment of the
present invention, the branch is provided at its end with
a positioning means configured to engage a notch pro-
vided on the core profile. Such an additional hook con-
nection improves the positioning of the profiles in relation
to each other.

[0026] Inanadvantageous embodiment of the present
invention, the wall guide profile is provided with a guide
chamber accessible via an opening on the outside of the
cover profile, which opening is formed between the wall
guide profile and the finishing profile.

[0027] Inone embodimentof the presentinvention, the
core profile comprises a cavity, the terrace canopy com-
prising a water drain positioned at least partially in the
cavity of the core profile. In this way, the water drain is
hidden from view. In addition, this avoids any restriction
on the distance between the core profile and the cover
profiles in comparison with an embodiment in which the
water drain is located on the outside of the core profile
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and is thus positioned between the core profile and a
cover profile.

Brief description of the drawings

[0028] The invention will hereinafter further be ex-
plained in detail with reference to the following descrip-
tion and to the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 shows a schematic view of a terrace canopy
according to the invention.

Figures 2A to 2J show alternative embodiments of
the terrace canopy with different wall infills.

Figures 3A to 3l each show a cross-section through
an alternative embodiment of a column with different
functionality for wall infills. Figures 3G to 3l illustrate
embodiments which are not according to the present
invention.

Embodiments of the invention

[0029] The present invention will hereinafter be de-
scribed using particular embodiments and with reference
to certain drawings, but the invention is not limited thereto
and is only defined by the claims. The drawings pre-
sented here are only schematic representations and
are not limiting. In the drawings, the dimensions of certain
components may be shown enlarged, which therefore
means that the components in question are not shown to
scale, and this for illustrative purposes only. The dimen-
sions and relative dimensions do not necessarily corre-
spond to the actual practical embodiments of the inven-
tion.

[0030] In addition, terms such as "first", "second",
"third", and the like are used in the description and in
the claims to distinguish between similar elements and
not necessarily to indicate a sequential or chronological
order. The terms in question are interchangeable under
appropriate circumstances, and the embodiments of the
invention may operate in other sequences than those
described or illustrated herein.

[0031] The term "comprising" and derivative terms, as
used in the claims, should not be construed as being
limited to the means stated thereafter; the term does not
exclude other elements or steps. The term should be
interpreted as a specification of the mentioned proper-
ties, integers, steps, or components referenced, without
excluding the presence or addition of one or more addi-
tional properties, integers, steps, or components, or
groups thereof. The scope of an expression such as "a
device comprising the means A and B" is therefore not
limited only to devices consisting purely of components A
and B. On the other hand, what is intended is that, for the
purpose of the present invention, the only relevant com-
ponents are A and B.

[0032] The term "substantially" includes variations of
+/-10% or less, preferably +/- 5% or less, more preferably
+/- 1% or less, and more preferably +/-0.1% or less, of the
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specified state, insofar as the variations are applicable to
function in the disclosed invention. It is to be understood
that the term "substantially A" is intended to also include
"A".

[0033] Figure 1 illustrates a terrace canopy 1 for a
ground surface, for example a terrace or garden. The
terrace canopy comprises a plurality of columns 2 that
support different beams 3, 4, 5. The columns and beams
together form frames to which wall infills 6 and/or roof
coverings 7 can be attached, as described below. The
terrace canopy 1 comprises three types of beams 3, 4, 5,
namely:

- abeam 3 which, onthe outside of the terrace canopy,
serves as external pivot beam 3;

- abeam 4 which, centrally in the terrace canopy 1,
serves as the central pivot beam 4; and

- abeam 5 which serves as a tension beam 5.

[0034] It will also be appreciated that the beams 3,4, 5
may be attached to other structures, for example awall or
facade, instead of resting solely on columns 2 as shown
in Figure 1. In such a way, the terrace canopy 1 can
generally be used to shield an outdoor space, as well as
an indoor space.

[0035] Figures 2A to 2J show terrace canopies 1 with
alternative wall infills 6. The terrace canopies 1 shown
have in common that four support columns 2 are provided
which support a frame, also called a roof frame. The
frame is formed from two external pivot beams 3 and
two tension beams 5 in between a roof covering 7 is
provided.

[0036] Inthe embodiments shown, the roof covering 7
is formed by slats which are rotatably attached at their
front ends to pivot beams 3. The slats are rotatable
between an open position and a closed position. In the
open position, there is an intermediate space between
the slats through which, for example, air can be intro-
duced into the underlying space or can leave this under-
lying space. In the closed position, the slats form a closed
roof with which the underlying space can be shielded
from, for example, wind and/or precipitation, such as rain,
hail or snow. For the drainage of precipitation, the slats
are typically arranged sloping towards one of both pivot
beams 3.

[0037] The slats are typically manufactured of a rigid
material. This can be aluminium, for example. Aluminium
has many advantages as a material, as it is at the same
time robust and light-weighted, it can withstand bad
weather conditions and requires little maintenance. How-
ever, other materials are also suitable and their advan-
tages or disadvantages are assumed to be known by the
skilled person. A slat can be produced using various
techniques depending on the material, including extru-
sion, cutting, setting, casting, welding, etc. The appro-
priate production technique is assumed to be known by
the skilled person. Preferably, the slats are manufactured
by means of an extrusion process. Optionally, filler ele-
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ments of, for example, polycarbonate, glass, wood, etc.
can be used to fill the hollow slats at least partially, for
instance to obtain a different appearance of the slat.
[0038] Additionally, in an embodiment, in their open
position, the slats may optionally be provided slidable in
the terrace canopy 1, in order to further increase the
control options in terms of incidence of light, radiant heat
and ventilation.

[0039] More generally, the roof covering 7 is stationary
or movable. A movable roof covering comprises, for
example, tiltable and/or slidable slats (such as described
above) and/or roll-in/roll-out screens and/or slidable pa-
nels. The individual elements of the movable roof cover-
ing 7 in their closed position form a substantially water-
tight roof with which the underlying space can be
screened off from, for instance, wind and/or precipitation,
such as rain, hail or snow. This roof covering 7 is typically
drained to the pivot beams 3, 4 and from there directly or
via the tension beams 5 to the columns 2. By sliding
and/or rotating the slats and/or the panels and/or by
rolling in a screen, the roof covering 7 can be at least
partially opened and/or closed in order to be able to
determine the incidence of light, radiant heat, ventilation,
precipitation, etc. to the space below the roof covering 7
as desired.

[0040] Wall infills 6 are typically intended to screen
openings below the terrace canopy 1 between the col-
umns 2. The wall infills 6 can be stationary or movable.
Movable side walls comprise, for example, roll-in/roll-out
screens and/or wall elements that are slidably arranged
with respect to each other, etc. Stationary side walls can
be manufactured of various materials, such as plastic,
glass, metal, textile, wood, etc. Combinations of different
wall infills 6 are also possible.

[0041] Figure 2A illustrates a wall infill in the form of a
roll-in/roll-out screen 6a. The screen 6a extends between
two adjacent columns 2 and can be rolled out from the
external pivot beam 3. The screen 6a mainly serves as a
wind and/or sun screen.

[0042] Figure 2B illustrates a wall infill in the form of
sliding wall panels 6b. In the embodiment shown, three
panels 6b are provided on either side of the wall. The
panels 6b are slidable in pairs (namely one on either side)
in a rail provided for this purpose in the external pivot
beam 3. Onthe ground, also a guide 99 is provided for the
wall panels 6b, but this guide 99 is optional. Figure 2C
illustrates the terrace canopy 1 of Figure 2B with the wall
panels 6b in their closed position. The wall panels 6b are
transparent and preferably made of glass. Naturally, non-
transparent wall panels 6b are also possible. Their func-
tion is mainly wind and water protection, but depending
on their material, sun protection is also possible. A com-
bination of the wall infills of Figures 2A to 2C is shown in
Figure 2D. There, a double wall infill is provided, which,
on the one hand, comprises a roll-in/roll-out screen 6a
and, on the other hand, slidable wall panels 6b (in this
case four panels 6b on either side).

[0043] Anothertype of wall infill is shown in Figures 2E
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and 2F. The wall infill comprises foldable wall panels 6c.
The wall panels 6¢ are foldable towards the column 2.
Figure 2F illustrates the terrace canopy 1 of Figure 2E
with the wall panels 6¢ in their closed position. Additional
wall panels 6¢c are required to cover the entire wall
between the columns 2. The wall panels 6¢ are trans-
parent and preferably made of glass. Also, non-transpar-
ent wall panels 6¢ are also possible. Their function is
mainly wind and water protection, but depending on their
material, sun protection is also possible. The same type
of wall infill, i.e. foldable wall panels 6c¢, is also shown in
Figure 2G. However, in this case, the panels 6¢c are
located below the external pivot beam 3, while, in the
embodiment of Figures 2E and 2F, the panels 6c¢, in their
closed state, almost completely cover the external pivot
beam 3.

[0044] Figures 2H to 2J illustrate stationary wall infills
6d. The characteristic feature of the stationary wall infill
6d is that it is possible to have it continue uninterruptedly
on the outside of a column 2. In other words, the column 2
may be hidden from view as in Figure 2H. The stationary
wall infill 6d can also be completely transparent as in
Figure 2l or partly transparent as in Figure 2J. The func-
tion of a stationary wall infill depends on the type and
generally includes wind, water and sun protection.
[0045] A number of alternative embodiments of the
columns 2 are described below with reference to Figures
3A to 3l which show a cross-section through the column
2. The column 2 comprises an integrally formed core
portion (generally indicated by reference numeral 70).
The profile 70 is typically manufactured of a rigid material.
This can be aluminium, for example. Aluminium has
many advantages as a profile material, namely, it is at
the same time robust and light-weighted. However, other
material, such as steel, stainless steel, wood, plastic,
etc., are also suitable and their advantages or disadvan-
tages are assumed to be known by the skilled person. A
profile can be produced using various techniques de-
pending on the material, including extrusion, cutting,
setting, casting, welding, etc., with extrusion being the
preferred technique. The appropriate production techni-
que is assumed to be known by the skilled person.
[0046] The profile 70 serves as a support pillar for the
terrace canopy 1. In particular, almost the entire weight of
the beams 3, 4, 5, and the elements connected therewith,
such as the side walls 6 or the roof covering 7, is sup-
ported by the support pillar 70. In the embodiment shown,
the core profile 70 is hollow and the cavity 75 may be used
for housing a vertical gutter (not shown).

[0047] In the embodiments shown, the core profile 70
has a substantially square shape. Hence, each core
profile 70 has four side walls 71, each having an outside
72 and an inside 73. Each outside 73 is provided with two
mounting means 77, in particular mounting slots, prefer-
ably female pin connection means. These slots 77 serve
for the attachment of finishing profiles 78 by means of a
corresponding connecting means 79, preferably a pin.
Generally, use is made of a pin connection in which
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typically an elastic element (not shown) is present in a
female element, for example a slot element, into which a
male element, for example a pin, engages. Hence, a pin
connection generally includes an elastically interlocking
male and female element, but an additional elastic ele-
ment may be provided for this purpose, but this is not
necessarily the case. The elasticity may also arise from
the design of the male and female elements.

[0048] It should be understood that the pin connection
79 is only one example of a way of attaching the finishing
profiles 78 to the core profile 70 and that other ways are
known to the skilled person. It should also be understood
that the slots 77 need not necessarily be continuous,
although this is preferred since the core portion 70 is
preferably made by an extrusion process. The slots 77
are symmetrically positioned with respect to the centre of
a side wall 71, such that the attachment points of a
finishing profile 78 to the side wall 71 are also symme-
trical, which is advantageous.

[0049] Although the use of two mounting means 77 per
side wall 71 is preferred, in view of the fact that the use of
two separate attachments between two profiles allows for
less clearance in the mutual positioning, which clearance
may give rise to a divergent positioning, in particular by
wind loads and/or precipitation loads, a connection with
only one mounting means per side wall is also possible.
On the other hand, more than two mounting means may
also be provided per side wall.

[0050] As shown in Fig. 6A, the walls 71 are also
provided with a number of notches 80, 31 on their outside.
In particular, a notch 80 is provided centrally. Further-
more, each side wall 71 is provided near a vertex thereof
with a first notch 31 closest to an mounting slot 77.
[0051] It should be understood that the core profile 70,
as described above, is not limited to a substantially
square shape. Also, the four side walls 71 can be ar-
ranged in a different geometric shape, for example a
rectangle or parallelogram. The core profile 70 does
not need to be symmetrical. In addition, itis also possible
to provide more or less side walls 71 per core profile 70, in
particular tri-, hexa- or octagonal core profiles 70 are also
possible. Furthermore, the core profile 70 may also be
elliptical, in particular circular, in which case the desired
number of mounting slots is then provided in the one
continuous side wall comprising the core profile 70.
[0052] The functionality of the column 2 is determined
solely by the finishing profiles 78. In other words, for each
column 2 the core profile 70 is identical, as can be seen
from Figures 3A to 3I. Each finishing profile 78 forms the
entire visible outside of the column 2. This means that, for
example for a column with a square cross-section, each
of the four outer walls is formed by a finishing profile (or a
combination of finishing profiles) without leaving a visible
seam present on that outer wall. On the other hand,
seams may be visible between the finishing profiles that
form different outsides, i.e. seams in a vertex of the
column.

[0053] Itis generally intended to indicate profiles with
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the same placement and functionality, but with a diver-
gent design, with the same reference numeral by using
one or more accent marks, e.g. finishing profile 78, 78’ in
Figures 3A and 3E. It is generally intended to indicate
profiles with the same placement but with a modified form
as aresult of a modification in functionality of the beam by
the same reference numeral by the use of letters, for
example finishing profile 78, 78a in Figures 3A and 3B.
[0054] Figure 3Allustrates a first design of a column 2
for use in a terrace canopy 1 without a wall infill. The
column 2 is provided with four finishing profiles 78,
namely one on each side wall 71. Each finishing profile
78 is provided with a flat outer wall 81, the outside 83 of
which determines the visual appearance of the column 2.
In other words, the finishing profile 78 hides the core
profile 70 in the built-up terrace canopy 1. Furthermore,
each finishing profile 78 is provided with pins 79, namely
one pin per mounting slot 77. The pins 79 are connected
to the outer wall 81 by means of walls 82 that serve as
spacer. In particular, the length of the walls 82 determines
the distance (D1 as indicated in Figure 3A and D2 as
indicated in Figure 3B) between the outside 72 of a wall
71 and the inside 84 of the outer wall 81. It should be
understood that the spacer 82 may be of any length
and/or that the spacer 82 does not need to be present
(i.e.,ithas alength 0) as shown in Figure 3B. By providing
spacers 82, cavities 85 are also created. One or more of
these cavities 85 may be used for the integration of
electrical cables that serve to drive the wall infill 6, the
roof infill 7 and/or other electrically driven elements pre-
sentin the terrace canopy 1. It should be understood that
the spacers 82 can also be provided by elements other
than walls. For example, the wall does not need to be
continuous in the longitudinal direction of the finishing
profile 78, optionally pins, screws, bolts, etc. may be used
as spacers.

[0055] Figure 3B illustrates a second design of a col-
umn 2 for use with a stationary wall infill 6d that continues
along a vertex of the terrace canopy 1 and thus forms at
least a partial infill of two side walls (see Figures 2H to 2J).
Therefore, the column 2 is suitable to be used together
with the external pivot beam 3 of Figures 3B and/or 3D
and/or with a tension beam 5 having such functionality.
[0056] The main difference with the column of Figure
3Ais that, for two side walls 71, use is made of a finishing
profile 78a without spacers 82. Hence, the outside 83 of
the finishing profile 78a is closer to the wall 71 than the
outside 83 of the finishing profile 78. In such a way, it is
possible to provide a stationary side wall 6d below the
beam 3, 5 of the terrace canopy 1, which continues along
a column 2. In case the stationary side wall 6d is not
transparent, the finishing profiles 78a between the side
wall 6d and the core profile 70 may also be omitted since
they are not visible anyway.

[0057] Figure 3C illustrates a third design of a column 2
for use with a stationary wall 6d infill in which the column 2
is located in a side wall of the terrace canopy, butis nota
vertex. In such an embodiment, it is only required that on
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one side, namely the outwardly facing side of the column
2, space is provided for the stationary side wall 6d.
Hence, one finishing profile 78a is provided without
spacers 82. Also, this finishing profile may also be
omitted if the side wall 6d is not transparent.

[0058] Figure 3D illustrates a fourth design of a column
2 in which none of the finishing profiles 78a is provided
with a spacer 82. This embodiment has the advantage
that the space occupied by a column 2 is minimized such
that the available space below the terrace canopy 1 is
maximized.

[0059] Figure 3E illustrates a fifth design of a column 2
for use with a screen 6a as side wall infill for one of the
side walls (see Figure 2A). Three of the side walls 71 are
covered by means of the standard finishing profile 78’.
The remaining side wall 71 is provided with an alternative
finishing profile 78b which cooperates with a wall holder
profile 86.

[0060] The wall guiding profile 86 comprises a guide
chamber 87 which is provided with an opening 95 in its
outwardly facing wall 94. The screen 6a (not shown)
extends through this opening 95 in its closed condition.
The guide chamber 87 is limited by a rear wall 88 from
which a branch 96 extends away from the guide chamber
87, which branch 96 is provided at its end with a position-
ing means, in particular a hook 89, which engages notch
31. The branch 96 forms a substantially right angle with
the rear wall 88, which angle bears against a vertex of the
core profile 70. A second positioning means, in particular
apin 90, is provided on a branch 97 which extends in line
with the rear wall. 88. The pin 90 is received in a mounting
slot 77. By the use of these positioning means 77, 31, 89,
90, the wall guide profile 86 is correctly positioned on the
core profile 77.

[0061] The guide chamber 87 is further limited by two
side walls 91, 92. The one side wall 91 extends from the
rear wall 88 to the outwardly facing wall 94. The other side
wall 92 extends from the rear wall 88 towards the inside
84 of the outer wall 81 and is provided with a connecting
means 93, in particular a female pin connecting element,
for receiving pin 79 of the finishing profile 78b. Note that
the finishing profile 78b has both a pin 79 with a spacer 82
and a pin 79 without a spacer. The pin 79 without spacer
serves for attaching to the connecting means 93 provided
on the wall guide profile 86.

[0062] Figure 3F illustrates a sixth design of a column 2
for use with a screen 6a as side wall infill for two of the side
walls such that the screens 6a form an angle. Two of the
side walls 71 are covered by means of the standard
finishing profile 78’. The remaining side walls 71 are
provided with the alternative finishing profile 78b which
cooperates with the wall holder profile 86.

[0063] Figure 3G illustrates a seventh design of a
column 2 for use with a stationary wall 6d as side wall
infill, which stationary wall 6d extends over the corner as
shown in Figure 2H. In the embodiment shown, two side
walls 71 of the core 70 are not provided with a finishing
profile and the two outsides 71 are covered with an
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alternative finishing profile 78d which has a crenelated
shape to obtain the desired aesthetic appearance.
[0064] The crenelated finishing profiles 78d are also
attached to the core 70 by using the mounting slots 77 in
which pins 79 are disposed. The pins 79 are disposed on
the inward-facing side 84 of the crenelated finishing 78d
with a spacer 82 therebetween such that there is a dis-
tance D3 between an inward-facing side 84 and the
outward-facing side 72 of the core 70. Also, an abutment
9 is provided on the spacer 82 which abuts against the
core 70. This abutment 82 improves the placement of the
crenelated finishing profiles 78d in particular by accu-
rately maintaining the distance D3 as compared to a
finishing profile 78d without this abutment.

[0065] Figure 3H illustrates an eighth design of a col-
umn 2 for use with a combined side wall infill, in particular
a screen 6a as side wall infill as one of the side walls and
stationery crenelated wall 6d as another side wall.
Hence, one side wall 71 is provided with a crenelated
finishing profile 78d, one side wall 71 is free of a finishing,
one side wall is provided with the standard finishing 78’
(this can also be used on the free wall) and the remaining
side wall 71 is provided with the alternative finishing
profile 78b cooperating with the wall bracket profile 86.
[0066] Figure 3lillustrates a ninth design of a column 2
located in a side wall of the terrace canopy 1, but which is
notavertex. The inside of the column 2 is finished with the
standard finish 78’ which can also be used on the free
walls 71. The outwardly facing side wall of the core is
finished with a stationary side wall infill 6d, formed by
finishing profile 78e. This finishing profile is similar to the
crenelated finishing profile 78d but has a modified ap-
pearance. The finishing profile 78e also uses pins 79 for
attachment in the mounting slots 77.

[0067] While certain aspects of the present invention
have been described with respect to specific embodi-
ments, it is understood that these aspects may be im-
plemented in other forms within the scope as defined by
the claims.

Claims

1. Terrace canopy (1) comprising a column (2) that is
constructed of a set of profiles, wherein the terrace
canopy further comprises at least one beam (3; 5)
and a corner connection positioned between the
column and the at least one beam, wherein the
column (2) supports the at least one beam and
comprises:

-acore profile (70) wherein each side wall (71) of
the core profile has aninside (73) and an outside
(74), each outside being provided with at least
one mounting means (77) comprising a mount-
ing slot, the core profile having a rotational sym-
metry of at least order three and the corner
connection being attached to the core profile;
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and

- a plurality of cover profiles (78; 78’; 78b, 86;
78d) each attached to a side of the core profile by
means of the mounting slot in that side, each
cover profile being provided with an outer wall
(81) having an outside (83) and an inside (84)
and with at least one attachment means (79)
configured to cooperate with said mounting slot
for connecting the respective cover profile to the
core profile, wherein at least one cover profile is
attached to each side wall and wherein the
plurality of cover profiles, after attachment to
the core profile, completely cover the core profile
and form the visible outside of the column, char-
acterised in that the corner connection has a
rotational symmetry equal to the core profile.

Terrace canopy (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that said at least one cover profile of said
plurality of cover profiles is provided with a spacer
(82) between the inside (84) and said attachment
means (79).

Terrace canopy (1) according to claim 2, charac-
terised in that the spacer (82) is formed by a wall
that extends between the inside (84) of the outer wall
(81) up to said attachment means (79) and has a
predetermined length (D1; D2; D3).

Terrace canopy (1) according to claim 3, charac-
terised in that the wall is provided with a abutment
(9) provided to abut against the side (71) of the core
profile (70).

Terrace canopy (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that said attachment means (79) is di-
rectly attached to the inside (84) of the outer wall
(81).

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that said mounting slot
comprises a female pin connection means and said
attachment means (79) comprises a pin.

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the core profile (70)
has a rotational symmetry of order four or higher.

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the core profile (70) is
provided with at least four mounting slots (77), and in
that the column comprises at least four cover profiles
(78; 78’; 78a; 78b, 86; 78d; 78e), wherein the four
cover profiles, after being applied to the core profile,
substantially form a rectangle.

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that each side (71) of the
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core profile is provided with at least two mounting
slots (77).

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the plurality of cover
profiles comprises at least two mutually different
cover profiles (78, 78, 78a, 78b, 78d, 78e), which
are intended to be positioned on a different side of the
core profile, a first cover profile (78) of said at least
two mutually different cover profiles being provided
with a spacer (82) between the inside (84) and said
attachment means (79), wherein for a second cover
profile (78a) of said at least two mutually different
cover profiles, said attachment means (79) is directly
attached to the inside (84) of the outer wall (81).

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the plurality of cover
profiles comprises a finishing profile (78b) and a wall
guide profile (86) which cooperate with one another,
wherein, preferably, the wall guide profile (86) is
provided with a rear wall (88) from which a branch
(96) extends, wherein the rear wall (88) and the
branch (96) together support against the core profile
(70), wherein, further preferably, the branch (96) is
provided at its end with a positioning means (89)
configured to engage a notch (31) provided on the
core profile (70).

Terrace canopy (1) according to one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the core profile com-
prises a cavity (75), wherein the terrace canopy
comprises a water drain that is at least partially
positioned in the cavity of the core profile.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Terrassenuberdachung (1), die eine Saule (2) um-
fasst, die aus einem Satz Profile aufgebaut ist, wobei
die Terrasseniiberdachung weiter mindestens einen
Balken (3; 5) und eine zwischen der Saule und dem
mindestens einen Balken positionierte Eckverbin-
dung umfasst, wobei die Saule (2) den mindestens
einen Balken stltzt und umfasst:

- ein Kernprofil (70), wobei jede Seitenwand (71)
des Kernprofils eine Innenseite (73) und eine
AuBenseite (74) aufweist, wobei jede Aulien-
seite mit mindestens einem Montagemittel (77)
bereitgestellt ist, das einen Montageschlitz um-
fasst, wobei das Kernprofil eine Rotationssym-
metrie mindestens dritter Ordnung aufweist und
die Eckverbindung am Kernprofil befestigt ist;
und

- eine Vielzahl von Abdeckprofilen (78; 78’; 78b,
86; 78d), die jeweils an einer Seite des Kern-
profils mittels des Montageschlitzes in dieser
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Seite befestigt sind, wobei jedes Abdeckprofil
mit einer auBeren Wand (81), die eine Auf3en-
seite (83) und eine Innenseite (84) aufweist, und
mit mindestens einem Befestigungsmittel (79)
bereitgestelltist, das konfiguriertist, um mitdem
Montageschlitz zum Verbinden des jeweiligen
Abdeckprofils mit dem Kernprofil zusammenzu-
wirken, wobei an jeder Seitenwand mindestens
ein Abdeckprofil befestigt ist und wobei die Viel-
zahl von Abdeckprofilen nach dem Befestigen
am Kernprofil das Kernprofil vollstandig abde-
cken und die sichtbare AulRenseite der Saule
bilden, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Eckverbindung eine Rotationssymmetrie auf-
weist, die dem Kernprofil gleicht.

Terrassentiberdachung (1) nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass das mindestens eine
Abdeckprofil der Vielzahl von Abdeckprofilen mit
einem Abstandshalter (82) zwischen der Innenseite
(84) und dem Befestigungsmittel (79) bereitgestellt
ist.

Terrassentiberdachung (1) nach Anspruch 2, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Abstandshalter
(82) von einer Wand gebildet wird, die sich zwischen
der Innenseite (84) der duf’eren Wand (81) bis zum
Befestigungsmittel (79) erstreckt und eine vorbe-
stimmte Lange (D1; D2; D3) aufweist.

Terrassenliberdachung (1) nach Anspruch 3, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Wand mit einem
Anschlag (9) bereitgestellt ist, der bereitgestellt ist,
uman der Seite (71) des Kernprofils (70) anzuliegen.

Terrassentiberdachung (1) nach Anspruch 1, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass das Befestigungsmit-
tel (79) direkt an der Innenseite (84) der dufleren
Wand (81) befestigt ist.

Terrassentiberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der Montageschlitz ein weibliches Stiftverbin-
dungsmittel umfasst und das Befestigungsmittel
(79) einen Stift umfasst.

Terrassentiberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass das Kernprofil (70) eine Rotationssymmetrie
vierter Ordnung oder héher aufweist.

Terrassenuberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass das Kernprofil (70) mit mindestens vier Monta-
geschlitzen (77) bereitgestelltist, und dadurch, dass
die Saule mindestens vier Abdeckprofile (78; 78’;
78a; 78b, 86; 78d; 78e) umfasst, wobei die vier
Abdeckprofile, nachdem sie am Kernprofil angelegt
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worden sind, im Wesentlichen ein Rechteck bilden.

Terrasseniberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass jede Seite (71) des Kernprofils mit mindestens
zwei Montageschlitzen (77) bereitgestellt ist.

Terrasseniiberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Vielzahl von Abdeckprofilen mindestens
zwei voneinander unterschiedliche Abdeckprofile
(78, 78’, 78a, 78b, 78d, 78e) umfasst, die dazu be-
stimmt sind, auf einer unterschiedlichen Seite des
Kernprofils positioniert zu werden, wobei ein erstes
Abdeckprofil (78) der mindestens zwei voneinander
unterschiedlichen Abdeckprofile mit einem Ab-
standshalter (82) zwischen der Innenseite (84)
und dem Befestigungsmittel (79) bereitgestellt ist,
wobei bei einem zweiten Abdeckprofil (78a) der
mindestens zwei voneinander unterschiedlichen Ab-
deckprofile das Befestigungsmittel (79) direkt an der
Innenseite (84) der duf’eren Wand (81) befestigt ist.

Terrassenuiberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Vielzahl von Abdeckprofilen ein Abschluss-
profil (78b) und ein Wandfiihrungsprofil (86) um-
fasst, die miteinander zusammenwirken, wobei
das Wandfuihrungsprofil (86) vorzugsweise mit einer
hinteren Wand (88) bereitgestellt, aus der sich eine
Abzweigung (96) erstreckt, wobei sich die hintere
Wand (88) und die Abzweigung (96) gemeinsam am
Kernprofil (70) abstiitzen, wobei die Abzweigung
(96) weiter bevorzugt an ihrem Ende mit einem
Positionierungsmittel (89) bereitgestellt ist, das kon-
figuriert ist, um in eine Kerbe (31), die am Kernprofil
(70) bereitgestellt ist, in Eingriff zu kommen.

Terrasseniberdachung (1) nach einem der vorste-
henden Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass das Kernprofil einen Hohlraum (75) umfasst,
wobei die Terrasseniiberdachung eine Wasserab-
leitung umfasst, die mindestens teilweise im Hohl-
raum des Kernprofils positioniert ist.

Revendications

Abri pour terrasse (1) comprenant une colonne (2)
qui est constitué d’'un ensemble de profils, dans
lequel I'abri pour terrasse comprend en outre au
moins une poutre (3 ; 5) et une liaison d’angle posi-
tionnée entre la colonne et la au moins une poutre,
dans lequel la colonne (2) supporte la au moins une
poutre et comprend :

- un profil central (70) dans lequel chaque paroi
latérale (71) du profil central présente un intér-
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ieur (73) et un extérieur (74), chaque extérieur
étant doté d’au moins un moyen de montage
(77) comprenant une fente de montage, le profil
central présentant une symétrie de rotation d’au
moins d’ordre trois et la liaison d’angle étant
fixée au profil central ; et

- une pluralité de profils de revétement (78 ; 78’ ;
78b, 86 ; 78d) chacun fixé a un c6té du profil
central au moyen de la fente de montage dans
ce coté, chaque profil de revétement étant doté
d’une paroi extérieure (81) présentant un exteé-
rieur (83) et un intérieur (84) et d’au moins un
moyen de fixation (79) configuré pour coopérer
avec ladite fente de montage pour relier le profil
de revétement respectif au profil central, dans
lequel au moins un profil de revétement est fixé a
chaque paroi latérale et dans lequel la pluralité
de profils de revétement, aprées fixation au profil
central, recouvrent completement le profil cen-
tral et forment I'extérieur visible de la colonne,
caractérisé en ce que la liaison d’angle pré-
sente une symétrie de rotation égale au profil
central.

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon la revendication 1, ca-
ractérisé en ce que ledit au moins un profil de
revétement de ladite pluralité de profils de revéte-
ment est doté d’une entretoise (82) entre I'intérieur
(84) et ledit moyen de fixation (79).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon la revendication 2, ca-
ractérisé en ce que I'entretoise (82) est formée par
une paroi qui s’étend entre l'intérieur (84) de la paroi
extérieure (81) jusqu’audit moyen de fixation (79) et
présente une longueur prédéterminée (D1; D2 ; D3).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon la revendication 3, ca-
ractérisé en ce que la paroi est dotée d’une butée
(9) congue pour venir en appui contre le c6té (71) du
profil central (70).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon la revendication 1, ca-
ractérisé en ce que ledit moyen de fixation (79) est
directement fixé a l'intérieur (84) de la paroi exté-
rieure (81).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon 'une des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ladite fente de
montage comprend un moyen de liaison a broche
femelle et ledit moyen de fixation (79) comprend une
broche.

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon 'une des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le profil central
(70) présente une symétrie de rotation d’ordre quatre
ou plus.

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon I'une des revendications
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précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le profil central
(70) est doté d’au moins quatre fentes de montage
(77), et en ce que la colonne comprend au moins
quatre profils de revétement (78 ; 78’ ; 78a; 78b, 86 ;
78d ; 78e), dans lequel les quatre profils de revéte-
ment, apres avoir été appliqués sur le profil central,
forment sensiblement un rectangle.

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon I'une des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que chaque coté
(71) du profil central est doté d’au moins deux fentes
de montage (77).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon I'une des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la pluralité de
profils de revétement comprennent au moins deux
profils de revétement (78, 78’, 78a, 78b, 78d, 78e)
mutuellement différents, qui sont destinés a étre
positionnés sur un c6té différent du profil central,
un premier profil de revétement (78) desdits au
moins deux profils de revétement mutuellement dif-
férents étant doté d’une entretoise (82) entre l'inté-
rieur (84) et ledit moyen de fixation (79), dans lequel
pour un second profil de revétement (78a) desdits au
moins deux profils de revétement mutuellement dif-
férents, ledit moyen de fixation (79) est directement
fixé a l'intérieur (84) de la paroi extérieure (81).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon I'une des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la pluralité de
profils de revétement comprennent un profil de fini-
tion (78b) et un profil de guidage de paroi (86) qui
coopérent I'un avec l'autre, dans lequel, le profil de
guidage de paroi (86) est de préférence doté d'une
paroi arriere (88) a partir de laquelle s’étend une
branche (96), dans lequel la paroi arriére (88) et la
branche (96) s’appuient ensemble contre le profil
central (70), dans lequel la branche (96) est de
préférence encore dotée a son extrémité d’'un moyen
de positionnement (89) configuré pour venir en prise
avec une encoche (31) disposée sur le profil central
(70).

Abri pour terrasse (1) selon I'une des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le profil central
comprend une cavité (75), dans lequel I'abri pour
terrasse comprend une évacuation d’eau qui est au
moins partiellement positionnée dans la cavité du
profil central.
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