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T'o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Epwarp. Seracur,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing
at Oak Park, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Garters; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. .

My invention has for its object to provide
an extremely simple and highly efficient gar-
ter of the type for holding half-hose, and,
to this end, it consists of the novel devices
and combinations of devices hereinafter de-
scribed and defined in the claims.

In the accompanying - drawings, which
illustrate the invention, like characters indi-
cate like parts throughout the several views.

Referring to the drawings:—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view showing the
improved garter as worn on a leg and se-
cured to a half-hose for supporting the
Same ;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the im-
proved garter on an enlarged scale with a
portion of the half-hose attached thereto and
indicated by broken lines:

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the garter
clasp; v

Fig 4 is a view in longitudinal section
taken on the irregular line 4—4 of Fig. 2
with the half-hose indicated in full and
showing the contour of the leg by means of
broken lines;

Fig. 5 is a view principally in edge eleva-
tion with a portion of the garter clasp sec-
tioned' on the line 5—5 of Fig. 3 on an
enlarged scale and also showing the contour
of the leg by means of broken lies; and

Fig. 6 is'a fragmentary view of the elas-
tic band laid out flat.

The numeral 7 indicates the lower portion
of a leg having thereon a shoe 8 and a half-
hose 9, said half-hose being supported by
the improved garter, which includes only
two members, to wit, an elastic band 10,
adapted to fit around the leg, and a clasp 11
for conmecting the half-hose to the elastic
band. ; :

The band 10 is, as shown, formed from a
piece of elastic webbing having its ends cov-
ered by clips 12 to prevent the same from
raveling and also to give the elastic band
a neat and finished appearance. In place

of making the band 10 from elastic webbing,
a single piece of rubber band may be used.
The clasp 11 is formed from a, single piece
of material and comprises & stem 13, having
on its upper end a relatively wide head 14,
in which are formed two vertically extended
parallel slots 15, and having on its lower end
an upwardly projecting prong 16 provided
with an upwardly diverging crotch 17 and
a downwardly projecting prong 18 provided
with a downwardly diverging crotch 19.
To secure the elastic band 10 to the clasp 11,
the ends thereof are inserted in reverse di.
rections through the $lots 15, the one out-
ward of the other, and the bending thereof
securely holds said ends against slippage the
one upon the other. It will, therefore, be
seen that the elastic band 10 may be very
quickly and easily adjusted to fit different
sized legs, and, when once adjusted, need not
be changed. By thus securing the webbing
10 to the clasp 11, the same may be very
easily removed from the clasp 11, washed,
and again attached thereto, or when the
webbing wears out, a new piece may be sub-
stituted- therefor. "It is, of course, under-
stoodl that the slots 15 may be made in va-
rious different lengths so as to hold various
different widths of elastic to suit the wearer.
In removing the half-hose from the foot, the
garter need not be detached therefrom but
slipped off with the half-hose and again
put on by inserting the foot therethrough.
To secure a half-hose to the clasp 11, the
same is first drawn snugly around the leg
and the slack therein folded and said fold
carried back of the prong 16, then forward
into the crotch 17, then downwardly and
rearwardly into the crotch 19, and then back
of the prong 18, as best shown in F ig. 1. It
is important to note that the bottom of the
crotch 17 extends vertically below the bot-
tom of the crotch 19, as clearly indicated by
the broken lines Y in Figs. 2 and 3. By
thus forming the crotches 17 and 19, the fold-
ed portion of the half-hose 8, secured there-
in, is given a relatively short turn which se-
curely holds the same against slippage. The
crotches 17 and 19 also hold the half-hose
in such a manner as to prevent the same
from tearing or wearing holes therein.
The clasp 11 is made from fairly stiff or
rigid material so as to retain its shape and
is outwardly bowed so that only its ends
bear against the leg, as best shown by Figs.
4 and 5. By referring to Fig. 5, it will be
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noted that the up‘per end of the clasp 11 is
rounded and the lower end thereof is beveled
to eliminate all sharp edges so that the clasp

will not hurt the wearer, neither will it wear

the garments with which it bears against.
Referring to Fig. 4, it will be noted that the
upper end of the clasp 11 bears directly
against the elastic band 10, and the lower
end thereof bears against the half-hose 8 so
that said clasp does not come in direct con-
tact with the leg.

By taking up the slack in the hali-hose

and securing the same to the clasp 11, the.

half-hose is caused to closely fit the leg, to
give the same a neat appearance, and, at the
same time, it causes the half-hose to snugly
cling to the leg, which greatly assists in
holding the same up. With the half-hose
thus held by friction, very little support is
required from the clasp 11, so that there is

_no material down-pull on the elastic 10 and,

hence, the same need not be very tightly
adjusted around the leg.

It is, of course, understood that the clasp
may be made. from various different mate-
rials to suit the tastes of the wearer; for
instance, it may be made from gold or silver
or other expensive material and sold in jew-
elry stores without the elastic, and, if de-
sired, initials can be carved thereon.

From the above description, it is evident

* that the improved garter may be made and

placed on the market with very little work
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for the reason that all sewing and cutting
is eliminated and the same, as previously
stated, comprises only two parts.

What I claim is:—

1. A garter clasp including a stem having
at one end two prongs, one of which has an
upwardly extended crotch and the other of

which has a-downwardly extended crotch.
- for receiving and holding a folded portion

of a hose, said prongs being located on op-
posite edges of the stem. :

2. A garter clasp including a stem having
at one end two prongs, one of which has an

upwardly extended crotch and the other of

which has a downwardly extended crotch
for receiving and holding a folded portion
of a hose, the bottoms of said crotches being
extended the one past the other, said prongs
being located on opposite edges of the stem.

3. A garter clasp including an outwardly
bowed stem having at one end two prongs,
one of which has an upwardly extended
crotch and the other of which has-a down-
wardly extended crotch for receiving and
holding a folded portion of a hose, said

prongs being located on opposite edges of.

the stem. -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. ,
EDWARD SPRAGUE, Jr.
Witnesses:
‘Wintrrep:I. WARD,
‘Bagry D. Kireorz.
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