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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A prefabricated sanitary unit is based on a main struc-
tural member in the form of a rotatable platform. At least
one vertical partition on the platform spatially separates
a plurality of compartments, and a sanitary fitting is in-
stalled in each compartment. The sanitary fittings are
plumbed into a common discharge pipe which is coaxial
with the axis of rotation of the platform. On rotation of
the platform each sanitary fitting is in turn brought to a
common position permitting access to the fitting for use.
Arrangements are made to supply water to the fittings as
necessary. The fittings are preferably a water closet and a
bidet, and a shower and wash basin may also be provided.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a prefabricated sanitary unit
comprising a plurality of sanitary fittings.

In many cases when modern dwellings are planned, only
a relatively small amount of space is available for bath-
rooms, in which space only a few sanitary fittings can be
accommodated. On the other hand, there is growing need
for better equipped bathrooms which, apart from con-
taining a bath, a water closet and a wash basin, also
contain for example a shower and a bidet for which there
is, however, usually not sufficient space. The ever-increas-
ing production of prefabricated houses, and the extensive
modernisation of existing dwellings and hotels has set up a
demand for prefabricated sanitary units and particularly
bathrooms which can, if required, be built into the
dwellings or hotel rooms at a later stage either as finished
units or in separate parts.

It has been previously proposed to make use of a certain
amount of prefabrication in constructing sanitary units.
For example, French patent specification No. 1,389,550
proposes to install a sanitary fitting so that it can be swung
about a column and under a wash basin. German Patent
No. 1,007,006 proposes to accommodate two sanitary
fittings in a recess. One of the fittings, namely a W.C.
pan, is swung out for use by opening one half of the door,
whilst the second fitting, a wash basin is secured to the
second half of the door and can be swung out for use
independently of the W.C. pan. The main aim of these
prior proposals is to accommodate a number of sanitary
fittings in such a manner that when they are not required
for use they are stacked one above the other, and can
each be swung out into a position in which they are used.

It is an object of the invention to provide a prefabri-
cated sanmitary unit comprising a plurality of sanitary
fittings.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a pre-
fabricated sanitary unit comprising a plurality of sanitary
fittings in which the arrangement and disposition of the
fittings is such as to render each fitting readily accessible
for use when required.

It is a still further object of the invention to provide a
prefabricated sanitary unit which accommodates, in a
space-saving manner, the largest possible number of in-
dividual sanitary fittings.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a
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sanitary unit comprising a plurality of sanitary ﬁttings,
which can be prefabricated in the factory and readily in-
stalled on site.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a prefabricated sanitary unit comprising a plurality
of sanitary fittings, in which the individual fittings are not
arranged in a stack one above the other and have each
to be brought into position for use, when required, by
swinging the fittings individually, but is each installed in
an individual compartment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a prefabricated sanitary unit
comprising at least two sanitary fittings, structural means
carrying said fitting, said fittings being plumbed into said
structural means, means mounting said structural means
for rotation about a substantially vertical axis such that
said fittings participate in the rotation about said axis,
and at least one partition included in said structural means
to partition said sanitary fittings from each other whereby
on rotation of said structural means each said sanitary
fitting is brought in turn into a common position permit-
ting access to the fitting for use.

An important advantage of the invention is seen in that
each sanitary fitting is partitioned off from the others and
is thus presented in a substantially enclosed compartment
adapted for the particular purpose, which compartment
can be brought as a whole into the position for use, whilst
the compartment which was previously in that position
disappears into an inaccessible position. Preferably, the
prefabricated sanitary unit is constructed on the basis of
a rotatable platform, and partitions are structurally con-
nected to the platform to define and separate the compart-
ments for the individval sanitary fittings, and partitions
thus rotating with the platform.

A further feature of the invention provides for the
sanitary fittings each to be plumbed to a common dis-
charge pipe which rotates with the platform about the sub-
stantially vertical axis.

There is considerable choice in selecting the sanitary
fittings which are to be provided in the unit.

Preferably, however, it is thought convenient to provide
a water closet and a bidet. Additional fittings, such as a
shower and/or a wash basin, may be added as desired.

The partitions which are provided to separate the sani-
tary fittings from each other are preferably made suffi-
ciently high that the compartments are completely sepa-
rate from each other spatially.

By way of example, the accompanying drawings illus-
trate, in schematic form, two preferred embodlments of
the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING.

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view, partly in section, of a
a prefabricated sanitary unit in accordance with the inven-
tion installed in a bathroom,

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the prefabricated sanitary umt
and bathroom illustrated in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a plan view of another embodiment of pre-
fabricated sanitary unit according to the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a prefabricated sanitary unit
in accordance with one embodiment of this invention after
the installation of the unit in a bathroom containing a
bath 1 which forms no part of the subject matter of the
invention. The sanitary fittings incorporated in this em-
bodiment include a water closet (W.C.) pan 2 and a bidet
3. The W.C. pan 2 and the bidet 3 are mounted on a ro-
tatable platform which constitutes a principal structural
member of the prefabricated sanitary unit, The rotatable
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platform is supported on a suitable bearing means, for
example a ball bearing unit 5, for rotation about a vertical
axis. As will be appreciated, on rotation thereof the plat-
form carries the W.C. pan 2 and bidet 3 round with it.
The W.C. pan 2 and bidet 3 are plumbed to a common
discharge pipe 4 which is coaxial with and rotatable on
the vertical axis of rotation of the platform. The dis-
charge pipe 4 is connected to a vertical drainage pipe 7
by means of a stationary elbow 6. The W.C. pan 2 and the
bidet 3 are separated from each other by a vertical parti-
tion 11 which is structurally connected to the rotatable
platform. The partition 11 is high enough to completely
separate the W.C. pan 2 and bidet 3 spatially from each
other, each being provided in a substantially spatially sep-
arate individual compartment. :

Two water cisterns 8 are mounted on the partition 11,
one for the bidet 3 and one for the W.C, pan 2. A flushing
lever 8a is provided and each cistern contains a float 40
to control filling of the cisterns with water which is sup-
plied from a cold water pipe 21 through a water inlet 41
coaxial with the axis of rotation of the rotatable platform.
One of the cisterns 8 is connected through a pipe 9 to a
W.C. pan 2, and the other is connected through a pipe 10
to the bidet 3. A discharge opening in the W.C. pan 2 is
indicated in FIG. 2 by the reference 2a, and that in bidet
3 by the reference 3a. To make good use of the space
available, a wall cistern 12 is fitted above the unit.

The bathroom in which the prefabricated sanitary unit
of this embodiment of this invention is installed has a
wall 25. The room is divided by a door 29 and also has
two other doors 28 and 30 leading to the outside. The
doors 28 and 29 are both hinged at 31 and can be swung
in the directions of the arrows 32 and 33 respectively,
whilst the door 30 is hinged at 34 and can be swung open
“in the direction of the arrow 35.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show the prefabricated sanitary unit with
the W.C. pan 2 in the position in which access to the pan
2 can be had from the bathroom to use the pan. By turn-
/ing the rotatable platform through 180° the bidet 3 is
brought into the position occupied by the W.C. pan 2 in
"FIGS. 1 and 2 so that access can be had to the bidet 3 for
_use. Since the W.C. pan 2 and the bidet 3 cannot be used
‘at the same time, the arrangement of these two sanitary
fittings on the prefabricated sanitary unit according to he
present invention effects a saving of approximately one
“half of the space normally required for installing these
_two sanitary fittings. The unit can be equipped with a
~motor and suitable control means not illustrated, for-ro-
tating the rotatable platform as required so as to bring the
bidet 3 or the W.C. pan 2 into position for use. The bidet
~and the W.C, pan can, of course, be arranged on the ro-
-tatable platform in such a way that these fittings are ac-
‘cessible by rotating the platform through angles of less
than 180°.

The bath 1 is separated from the prefabricated sanitary
unit by a partition wall 17 which preferably forms part
-of the unit. The bathroom is ventilated through a duct 42

connected to two suction ports 43 and 44. The bath 1 is
itself connected to the drainage pipe 7 by way of a U-trap
16 and a pipe 15. A wash basin 22, fitted with taps one of
~which is shown at 23, and a drain pipe 24, can also be
incorporated in the unit. The taps will be supplied from
the cold water pipe 21 and a hot water pipe 20 both of
which pipes are connected to the plumbing system of the
building.

Instead of providing basically for a combination of two
sanitary fittings, such as the bidet and W.C. pan as shown
in FIGS. 1 and 2, the prefabricated sanitary unit of this
invention may include additional sanitary fittings.

An embodiment which comprises three sanitary fittings
namely a W.C, pan 53, a bidet 54 and a shower 48 is
shown in FIG. 3. The rotatable platform in this embodi-
ment has g vertical partition 49 which separates two com-
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partments 46 and 47. The W.C. pan 53 and the bidet 54
are contained in one compartment 46 and are separated
from each other by a further partition 51 which sub-
divides this compartment into two. In the other compart-
ment 47 is the shower 48. A common discharge pipe for
the fittings is shown at 52. Hot and cold water for the
fittings are supplied through two down-pipes (not shown
in the drawing) which are disposed concentrically and co-
axially with the axis of rotation. The sanitary unit illus-
trated in FIG. 3 also comprises a ventilating duct 50 and
a wash basin 55. In the position shown, the shower 48 is
accessible. When the platform is rotated through 135° in
the clockwise direction, the bidet 54 becomes accessible,
and further rotation of 90° makes the W.C. pan 53 ac-
cessible. It is, of course, also possible to use any other
combination of sanitary fittings and to arrange these fit-
tings in any other relative angular displacement, for ex-
ample, at a displacement of 120°. In this embodiment a
motor can also be used for turning the rotatable platform.

Furthermore, it will be understood that instead of pro-
viding two or three sanitary fittings as in the embodiment
particularly described, four or more fittings can be pro-
vided as required. It will thus be appreciated that the de-
scription of the preferred embodiments is given for pur-
poses of illustration only, and that the invention can be
embodied in other forms within the spirit and scope of
the amended claims.

I claim:

1. A prefabricated sanitary unit comprising at least two
sanitary fittings, structural means carrying said fittings,
said fittings being plumbed into said structural means,
means mounting said structural means for rotation about
a substantially vertical axis such that said fittings partic-
ipate in the rotation about said axis, and at least one parti-
tion included in said structural means to partition said
sanitary fittings from each other whereby on rotation of
said structural means each said sanitary fitting is brought
in turn into a common position permitting access to the
fitting for use.

2. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 1,
comprising a common discharge pipe to which said sani-
tary fittings are plumbed, and wherein said pipe rotates
with said structural means about said substantially verti-
cal axis.

3. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said at least two sanitary fittings comprise a water
closet and a bidet.

4. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 3,
wherein said unit further comprises a shower.

5. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 3,
wherein said unit further comprises a wash basin.

6. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said at least one partition is of a height to com-
pletely separate said sanitary fittings from each other
spatially.

7. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said structural means comprises a rotatable plat-
form.

8. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 3,
further comprising flushing cistern means for said water
closet and bidet.

9. A prefabricated sanitary unit as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising ventilation duct means.
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