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This invention relates to a box, or carton, and, more
particularly, to an improved triangular box, or carton.

One example of triangular boxes, or cartons, is shown
in Ardavanis et al., Patent 1,978,396. This patent dis-
closes a triangular box, or carion, formed primarily for
the purpose of holding a wedge of food such as pie or
cake. This prior art device, however, exhibits certain dis-
advantages. For example, the carion sometimes opens
during handling which causes the contents to fall or slide
out. A still further disadvantage is that of movement of
the wedge of food relative to the interior of the container
which often causes the wedge of food to become cracked,
or broken, or otherwise unappetizing in appearance.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention io provide
an improved box, or carion.

1t is another object of this invention to provide an im-
proved box, or carton, which obviates the above-men-
tioned disadvantages.

Tt i5 a still further object of this invention to provide an
improved carton having a locking feature which prevents
accidental opening of the container.

1t is still another object of this invention to provide an
improved carton having a food retaining structure for
securing a wedge shaped piece of food against movement
within the carton.

Briefly, this novel device Is a triangular carton formed
from a blank having three side members, each having a
flap depending therefrom. One of the flaps has a locking
tongue which cooperates with a locking notch on another
of the flaps securely to lock the carton aiter the fcod
is inserted. According to other aspects of this invention,
the remaining flap has a tongue depending from the center
thereof at an angle securely to retain the food in position
within the carton to prevent damage to the food by move-
ment within the carion.

These and various other objects and features of the in-
vention will be more clearly understood from a reading
of the detailed description of the invention in conjunction
with the drawing in which:

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the carton blank for form-
ing one illustrative embodiment of this invention;

FIGURE 2 is a perspeciive view, to a larger scale, of
the embodiment of FIGURE 1 in its assembled form; and

FIGURE 3 is a view of FIGURE 2, in elevation, taken
in the direction of the arrow 3 except that the side of the
box is removed.

Referring now to FIGURE 1, there is shown a carton
blank 10 according to one illustrative embodiment of this
invention. The blank 10 includes three side members 12,
14, and 16 connected by triangular wedges 18, 29, and 22.
n each instance the line between the triangular wedge and
the adjacent side members, such as lines 24 and 26 de-
fining wedge 18, is defined by a depressed line in the card-
board, or other material. These lines facilitate folding of
the blank into a box shape. The central portion of the
blank is removed to define an aperture 28 which may
advantageously be covered with a transparent plastic ma-
terial to permit viewing of the food contained in the
carton. A flap depends from each of the side members.
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For example, a triangular flap 39 depends from side mem-
ber 16, oval shaped flap 32 depends from side member 14,
and a trapezoidal shaped flap 34 depends from side mermi-
ber 12.

Advantageously, a locking tongue 38 defines a terminal
portion of flap 32 remote from the side member 14.
Locking tongue 38 is partially defined by a notch 46,
which notch exiends substantially parallel to the long
dimension of side member 14. When the blank is assem-
bled, as shown in FIGURE 2, locking tongue 38 engages
an edge in slot 42 on triangular shaped flap 30 positively
to lock the container in a closed position in a manner
which will be subsegeuntly described.

Wing flaps such as flap 44 on the end of side member
14 and flaps 46 and 48 on the opposite ends of side mem-
ber 12 are employed positively to close the corners of the
carton to prevent the entry of foreign matter.

Still another feature of this invention is the tongue 59
which is formed from the flap 34 by a pair of parallel
notches 52 and 54 and is intended to define an angle with
respect to flap 34 when the tongue 50 is bent along the
dotted line 56. This line 56 may be defined by a de-
pressed line similar to that of lines 24 and 26.

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment of
FIGURE 1 in an assembled form, to a larger scale. In
this embodiment, a transparent plastic sheet 58 is shown
covering the aperture 28. Although the food retaining
tongue 50 is shown defining a substantiaily right angle
with flap 34 from which it depends, it may lean about 30°
to contact side member 12 to define a stronger support
for the food. The locking tongue 38 is shown in its posi-
tion of engagement with notch 42 on triangular flap 36.
Also, flap 46 is shown in its position adjacent side mem-
ber 15 and defining, in cooperation with side member 16,
a closed corner of the container thereby preventing the
entry of foreign matter such as dust or dirt.

Referring now to FIGURE 3, there is depicted, to a
reduced scale, a view taken in the direction of arrow 3
of FIGURE 2 except that side 14 has been removed. A
piece of pie is shown in dotted line 60 to illustrate how
the food retaining flap 58 may engage the outer crust 62
of the pie and thereby retain the apex, or point, of the
pie 64 in close engagement with the side members 14 and
15 and the flap 44. Advaniageously, the material from
which the blank is made is of sufficient thickness for the
food retaining flap to prevent bending of the flap and
thereby prevent movement of the food, such as the wedge
of pie, relative to the carton 18.

This improved structure, therefore, provides an easily
assembled carton for articles of food which will remain
in a closed, or locked, position by means of the coopera-
tion of locking tongue 38 and the notch 42. Further,
movement of the article of food relative to the assembled
carton is prevented by means of the food retaining
tongue 50.

While T have shown and described one illustrative em-
bodiment of this invention, it is understood that the con-
cepts thereof could be applied to other embodiments with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of this invention.

‘What is claimed is:

A triangular box for receiving a segmentally shaped
article such as a piece of pie comprising a first, a second,
and a third side member, a first, a sscond, and a third con-
necting member joining the edges of said side members
adjacent the ends thereof, a first, a second, and a third
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flap depending from said first, said second, and said third
side members, respectively, said first flap having a locking
notch therein, said second flap having a locking tongue
depending therefrom and engaging said locking notch,
and a pair of parallel noiches extending into said third
flap to form thereby a bendable tongue, said box in assem-
bled form being folded to triangular shape receiving said
article, said bendable tongue is folded internally of the
box from the bottom at an angle to rest against one side
forming a wedge impinging against and holding the seg-
mentally shaped article against the apex of the triangular
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shaped box by the force of weight of the article when
placed thereon thereby preventing lateral movement of
the article in the box.
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