June 19, 1945. G. E. ROUX 2,378,660

- DRINKING TUBE HOLDER

- Filed May 19, 1944

GRACE £, ROUX,

WWM’S



Patented June 19, 1945 B

UNlTED STATES

R 1.

PATENT OFFlCE

2,378,660
DRINKING TUBE HOLDER
, " Grace E. Roux, Hanford Calif ‘ 4
Application May 19, 1944, ‘Serial No. 536 398 S
(CL 65—65) e

1 Claim.

This invention relates to drinking tube hold-
ers.

An object of the invention is to prov1de an
excellent device for supporting and holding the
glass drinking tube on & receptacle, such as an
ordinary glass, which is excellent for the use
of invalids and sick persons.

Another object of the invention is the con-
struction of a novel holder capable of holding
test tubes.in laboratories and like places.

A still further object of the invention is to
produce a novel and efficient holder for a drink-
ing tube in g glass which will enable the patient
to transfer a glass with one hand.

Another object, of the invention is the con-~
struction of an efficient and novel holder that
is adjustable, whereby it can be attached to
various sizes and thicknesses of glassware,

“From the foregoing it will be appreciated that.

_a novel and substantial holder of this kind will
decrease breakage, whereby a material saving
is accomplished, while at the same time the
comfort of the patient is enhanced,

~ With the foregoing and other objects in view
my invention comprises certain novel construc-
tions, combinations, and arrangements of parts
as will be hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawing, and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended claim.

In the drawing: ‘

Pigure 1 is a view in front elevation of the
preferred embodiment of this invention, show-
ing the same applied to-an ordinary drinking
glass, while

Figure 2 is a top plan of the same, showing

- the drinking tube in horizontal section.

Figure 3 is a view in side elevation.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the drinking
tube holder.

Figure 5 is a fop plan view of another em-
bodiment of this invention, while

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the same.

Referring to the drawing, in which in Fig-
ures 1 to 4 the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention is disclosed, | designates the primary
triangular jaw and 2 is the auxiliary triangular
jaw. On the inner end of the upper horizontal
portion 3 and on the inner end of the upper
horizontal portion 4 of the two jaws, is formed

. an expansible loop" §; this loop is positioned
horizontally for receiving the drinking tube 6.
The holder is preferably formed of a springy
or resilient material so that it will perform the

.desired functions as will- be hereinafter de-
seribed, Further, it.is to be noted that in both

of the embodiments of this invention the entire
device is formed from a single piece of material,

- such as wire.
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The upper portion 3a of the primary jaw | has
its inner end free and likewise the upper por-
tion da of the auxiliary jaw has its inner end
free.

To insert the tube 6 in loop 5, the ‘operator
preferably places fingers A and B on the device, .

as shown in Fig. 4, the finger A pressing against
the outer corner of the primary triangular jaw
| and the finger B pressing against the outer
corner of the auxiliary triangular jaw.2. Then
inward pressure is applied which actually causes
an enlargement or expansion of loop 5 to the
position of 5a, dotted line, whereby the drinking
tube 6-can be easily positioned in the loop and
then upon releasing the loop, the tube will he
securely clamped. When the holder is placed
upon a recepta.cle such as glass 1, the jaws t
and 2 will assume a spaced posmon Fig. 2, to
accommodate the thickness of the glass, and
not only will the device be securely clamped on
the glass, but it will also exert a slightly greater
clamping action upon the drinking tube 6 by
reason of the tendency to.slightly reduce the
size of the loop around the drinking tube. In
other words, the placing of the holder device
upon the receptacle results in a dual function,

30 to wit: the clamping of the glass and the more
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‘jaw 9 on the inside of the glass.

secure clamping of the drinking tube in the
spring loop; this secure action of the holder de-
vice produces a very efficient and stable struc-
ture.

In Figures 5 and 6, there is shown an embodi-
ment comprising a primary triangular jaw 8
and an auxiliary jaw 9, the jaw 9 being consti-
tuted by & pair of depending fingers i0. Each
finger is formed by a folded portion of the wire,
the inner end of which terminates in the loop
5. When the fingers A and B are pressing upon
the fingers 10, the loop 5 will be slightly ex-
panded, as shown at 5a in Figure 4, thus allow-
ing easy insertion of the drinking tube 6; when
the fingers A and B are removed from fingers

10, the springy action of the wire will cause the -

loop 5 to bind or clamp the drinking tube 6 suf-
ficiently to hold it in a stable position. As
shown in Figure 5, the primary jaw -8 is placed
on the outside of the glass T with the auxiliary
In this struc-
ture, the action of the holding device is very
satisfactory, both. for clamping it in place upon
a glass and holding the drinking tube in correct
position within the glass, for use by the patient,
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who can handle the same with one hand very
freely.

In both of the embodiments there is shown a
primary and an auxiliary clamping jaw having
an integral, preferably horizontal, expansible
and clamping loop; the jaws can be easily ma-
nipulated by the user to permit easy position-
ing of the drinking tube in the loop, and then
permit the loop to tightly clamp the drinking
tube for holding it in gn efficient position.

While I have deserihed the preferred embedi-
ments of my 1nvention and illustrated the same

in the ‘accompanying drawing, certain mingr.
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changes or alterations may appear to one skilled

in the art to which this invention relates; dur-
" ing the extensive manufacture of the same and

I, therefore, reserve the right to make such al--

terations or changes as shall fairly fall within
the scope of the appended claim,
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What I claim is:

As a new article of manufacture, a drinking
tube holder formed from one piece of springy
material and comprising a triangular vertical
primary jaw and a triangular vertical auxiliary
jaw, one within the other, said jaws being pro-
vided with upper horizontal portions having in-
ner free ends, said jaws being also provided with
upper horizontal portions having at their inner
ends an integral horizontal expansible loop, said
loop extendmg mwardly beyond the inner sides
of said jaws, and the widest ends of said vertical
triangular jaws being at the top of said holder,
whereby the fingers of the operator can press
inward upon the angle-end-corners at the top

~ of said jaws for expanding said horizontal loop.
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