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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To prevent noise generation in image sig-
nals in optoacoustic imaging apparatuses wherein a semiconductor
laser is used as a pulsed light source that irradiates pulsed light.
[Solution] An optoacoustic imaging apparatus obtained by using a
semiconductor laser (102) as the pulsed light source for irradiating
pulsed light on a subject, particularly an optoacoustic imaging appar-
atus (200) configured to supply constantly, during apparatus opera-
tion, a low electric current that is less than the oscillation threshold to
the semiconductor laser (102), wherein a time filter (250) that cuts
the light from the semiconductor laser (102) is disposed between the
semiconductor laser (102) and the subject during the period when
said sub-oscillation threshold electric current is being supplied to the
semiconductor laser (102).
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