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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN W. CARTER, OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

INKSTAND.

3PECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 462,856, dated November 10, 1891.
Application filed January 30, 1891, Rerial No, 379,614, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, JOEHN W. CARTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ton, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Inkstands, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference beinghad to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in explaining its nature.

It is desirable that the metal base or sec-
tion of an inkstand have means for holding
a calendar or card; also, that it be cheaply
congtructed to hold the ink and other stands
or vessels which may be used with it. To ac-
complish this end I have formed a metal base
which is provided with openings of a size to
receive the ink and other bottles or vessels
to separate them from each other and pre-

vent them from being moved laterally there-

in, which openings extend through the base
and integral cross-bars extending diagonally
across the corners of each opening, but let
down or suspended from the metal about the
same. I have also formed in the base, pref-
erably in the back side thereof, a slit which
is adapted to receive and hold a removable
calendar or other card.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
view in front elevation of my improvement.
Fig.2is aview, principally in plan view there-
of, one of the inkstands being removed and
a portion of the sponge-cup being broken
out. Fig. 3 is a view parily in section and
partly in side elevation thereof.

A is the metal base of the inkstand. It

has the legs @ at each corner, the continuous
border a’, the openings ¢? which extend
through thebase, the cross or separating bars
a® a*, and the cross-bars ¢, which extend
across the corner of each opening, but below
the upper surface ¢ of the base. These cross-
bars are integral with the rest of the base.
The end openings ¢ are adapted to receive
and hold inkstands or vessels B B’ and the
central opening the sponge-cup B% The ink-
stands and sponge-cup are of a size to let
into the openings, and their corners rest
upon the respective cross-bars. The corner
cross-bars of the central opening are prefer-
ably lower than the corner cross-bars of the
end openings, the cross-bars of this opening

being suspended by vertical arms «’. This
permits the sponge-cup, which is of less height
than the inkstands, to be placed in the base, 535
50 as not to obscure the calendar or card C,
which preferably is located behind it. To
hold this calendar or card to the base in a
manner to permit it to be easily secured there-
to and easily removed, I have formed in the 6o
back border of the base a long slit or open-
ing ¢, of a suitable length and width for re-
ceiving the lower end of a stiff card or sup-
port. DBy arranging the inkstands in the
openings at each end of the base and by mak- 65
ing the sponge-cup of less height than the
inkstands and holding it in a lower position
in the base I am enabled to locate the calen-
dar or card as above specified, and so that
almost its entirefront surface can be utilized 7o
for the calendar, advertising, or other pur-
poses. There are cast with the front border
of the base two arms d, having concave up-
per surfaces for holding pen-holders. It will
be observed that the rear downward-extend- 75
ing arms ¢ of the sponge-holder cross-bars
serve also fo maintain the calendar or other
card Cin an erect position, as they present
a surface against which the card bears. (See
Fig. 3.) - . 8

It will be understood, of course, that the
base may be made of wood, glass, metal, or of
any other suitable material; also, that the re-
cess or slot in the base is adapted to receive
and hold anything at all analogous to a stiff 85
card or support, whether used for sustaining -
a calendar or other thing or for advertising
or for any other similar purpose.

It will be understood that very nearly the
same effect as to sustaining the card or sup- 9o
port in an inelined position would be obtained
by the locating of an arm or lug above and
back of the slot, instead of below and'in front
of it.

Having thus fully described my invention, 95
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. An inkstand having a base A, openings
o?, corner cross-bars o ink -vessels B I3,
sponge-cup B placed between the inkstands 1oo
and held lower than them, the base having a
slot behind the sponge-cup for receiving a
stiff card or support,as and for the purposes
described.
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2. An inkstand comprising a base for sup-
porting one or more ink-vessels and provided
with a slot-in its back or rear portion, the
ink vessel or vessels, and an exhibiting card
or support to enter said slot, as and for the
purposes described. ]

3. An inkstand having a base for support-
ing one or more ink-vessels and provided
with a slot.in its back or rear portion, and a |

462,856

downward-extending arm or arms in front of ro

said slot, and an exhibiting-eard to enter said
slot and bear against the said arm or arms, as
and for the purposes-deseribed.

JOHIN W.CARTER.
Witnesses:
F. F. RaAYMoND, 2d.
J. M. DOLAN.,




