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To all, whom it may concern . 
Be it known that I, CHARLESW. W. BALL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in New 
York, borough of Manhattan, in the State of 
New York, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Refrigerator-Shelves, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improved con 

struction of shelf for refrigerators, such shelf 
combining adequate strength with an attract 
ive and finished appearance. Shelves for the 
provision - chanabers of refrigerators were 
heretofore generally made of galvanized 
sheet-iron, zinc, or wood. These shelves be 
came unsightly after they were in use for 
some time, due to rust, corrosion, and dete 
rioration. My improved shelf for refrigera 
tors is intended to overcome the defects of 
the shelves heretofore in use and to substi 
tute in place thereof a strong and attractive 
and cleanly shelf that retains its strength and 
bright appearance. 
The present invention consists of a shelf for 

refrigerators which comprises suitable bars 
or ribs, each provided with a covering layer 
of aluminium lapped around the edges of the 
same and end strips of aluminium suitably 
secured to and connecting the said bars, as 
will be hereinafter described and then pointed 
out in the claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
represents a perspective view of a refrigerator 
provided with my improved shelves. Fig. 2 
is a perspective view of one of the shelves 
removed from the refrigerator. Figs. 3 and 
4 are respectively a vertical longitudinal sec 
tion on line 33 and a vertical transverse sec 
tion on line 4 4, Fig. 2; and Fig. 5 is a verti 
cal transverse section through a modified con 
struction of the bars or ribs of the shelf. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts. 
Referring to the drawings, A A represent 

parallel bars or ribs of my improved shelf for 
refrigerators. A plurality of these bars or 
ribs are provided for each shelf, according to 
the size of the provision-chamber. Each bar 
or rib A is formed of two layers, a heavier 
reinforcing layer a of sheet metal or other 
suitable material and a covering layer of 
sheet-aluminium a', which is preferably thin 
ner and is folded over the latter, the edges 
extending over the edges of the reinforces a 
of the bars or stays A. 

Each bar of the shelf may be of any suitable 
cross-section, preferably either U-shaped, 
as shown in Fig. 4, or with underturned 
edges a, as shown in Fig. 5, the covering or 
face layer of aluminium being lapped over the 
edges of the reinforces, as shown. The ends 
of the bars or stays A are preferably riveted 
to transversely - bent connecting pieces or 
strips B, made of aluminium, the strips ex 
tending over the top, over the ends, and 
lapped under the end portions of the bars, as 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The end strips B are 
made of aluminium, which imparts, in con 
nection with the aluminium covering of the 
bars, a very bright and attractive appearance 
to the shelf. 
My improved refrigerator-shelf has the ad 

vantages that it combines the strength of the 
reinforces and the aluminium with the bright 
and burnished appearance of the aluminium, 
while it can be more easily cleaned than the 
galvanized sheet-metal or other shelves here 
tofore used. . 
Another advantage of my improved shelf is 

that the thin layers of aluminium used for the 
bars and end strips of the shelf add but little, 
if anything, (as they are more durable than 
former shelves) to the expense of the shelf, 
while the reinforcing layers impart the re 
quired strength and durability to the shelf, 
which would not be the case were the Salme 
made entirely of sheet-aluminium. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
A shelf for refrigerators, consisting of par 

allel bars or ribs, each bar or rib being com 
posed of a reinforcing layer of sheet metal, 
U-shaped in cross-section, and a thinner cov 
ering layer of sheet metal, such as aluminium, 
lapped around the flanges of the U-shaped 
reinforcing layer so as to cover the edges of 
said flanges and extend along the inner Sur 
faces of said flanges, and end strips riveted 
to and connecting the ends of the bars, sub 
stantially as set forth. - 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name in pres 
ence of two subscribing witnesses. 

CIIAS. W. W. BALL. 
Witnesses: 

PAUL GOEPEL, 
GEORGE GEIBEL. 
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