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replaces paper-based work instructions and data collection used for manufactur-
ing products. Specifically, the present specification provides a method and plat -
form for performing automated testing of a product being manufactured. The
process platform of the present invention may be deployed at multiple locations
and be integrated with existing quality control systems. The process platform in-
cludes a plurality of pre-defined instructions and is programmed to execute these
instructions automatically at different stages for performing desired quality
checks on the product being manufactured at multiple manufacturing stages.
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general invc_entive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In arder for ali inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fee must be paid.

Graup |: Claims 1-28 are directed toward a process platform and method for integrating manufacturing and test process platforms.
Group II: Claims 29 and 30 are directed toward a system for managing a quality control process.

The inventions listed as Groups | and |l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The speciat technical features of
Group | include a manufacturing subsystem; a manufacturing database; and a process design subsystem, which are not present in
Group II. The special technical features of Group Il include determining if a quality level meets a threshold level; displaying a second
graphical user interface comprising a rework option; and disassembling said component based upon a selection of said rework option,
which are not present in Group |.

The common technical feature shared by Groups | and !l is a system comprising: execution of quality controf processes using a
graphical user interface. However, this common feature is previously disclosed by US 2008/0097804 A1 (Soltero). Soltero discloses a
system comprising: execulion of quality control processes (a quality assurance system may be associated with a manufacturing process;
Abstract) using a graphical user interface (presenting a graphical user interface; Abstract).

Since the common technical feature is previously disclosed by the Soltero reference, this common feature is not special and so Groups !
and |l lack unity.
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