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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jesse H. Kriper, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Butler, in the county of Butler and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Clothes-Line
Reels, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in clothes line reels and has
for its primary object to provide a con-
struction which can be readily attached to
the side of a house, post or other stationary
object and which will be adapted to readily
draw in the clothes line and receive the same
when not in use, also permitting the line to
be positioned at varying angles, as the occa-
sion may require, for supporting the clothes.

Another cbject of the invention is the pro-
vision of a clothes line reel upon which the
line will be adapted to wind and unwind
from the reel or drum confined within a re-
ceiver and which is controlled by means of
a helical spring so that when the line is with-
drawn or unwound from the reel the spring
is placed under tension, the tension of the
spring tending to rotate the drum and re-
wind the line when the same is released, the
receiver being pivotally mounted for swing-
ing movement thereby permitting the line to
be disposed at varying angles.

A still further object of the invention is
to provide a clothes line reel of the above
character which will possess advantages of
efficiency and durability, is inexpensive of
manufacture and at the same time is simple
in construction and operation.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel features
of construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, pointed out in the claim and shown
in the accompanying drawings, in which,

Tigure 1 is a perspective view showing the
exterior of the casing or receiver. Fig. 2 is
a plan view, the lid or cover being thrown
back to disclose the interior of the casing.
Fig. 8 is a sectional view on the line 3—3
of Tig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a detail perspective
view of the U-shaped bracket.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates the receiver or casing
which is preferably constructed from wood
and may be made in two sections 2 and 3,
the section 8 comprising a suitable lid or

_quires.

cover which is hinged to the upper edge of
the body section 2 by means of the hinges 4.
Horizontally disposed within the body sec-
tion 2 is a U shaped bracket 5 having its in-
termediate portion looped to form an eye
6 which is disposed through the opening 7
in the rear of the casing and adapted to be
engaged over the hook member 8 secured to
any suitable stationary object. Thus it will
be seen that the receilver or casing may be
swung to varying angles as the occasion re-
Transversely arranged within the
body section is the horizontally disposed
shaft 9 upon which is mounted a suitable
reel or drum 10. Mounted upon the shaft
9 and arranged adjacent one end of the
drum is a pinion 11 adapted to mesh with
the gear 12 which is suitably mounted
upon the inwardly extending shaft 13, said
shaft having one of its ends securely mount-

‘ed in the side wall of the body section and

held in position by the nut 14 threaded upon

‘the end thereof.

Formed integral with one side of the gear
wheel is the sleeve 15 adapted to be loosely
mounted upon the shaft 13. Mounted upon
the sleeve and having one end secured there-
to is the helical spring 16, the outer end of
said spring being secured to the inwardly
extending bolt 17 which is secured at one of
its ends to the casing 2 by means of a nut 18
threaded thereon. Thus it will be seen that
as the line is withdrawn or unwound from
the reel 10, the pinion 11 will rotate the gear
12 and place the spring 16 under tension,
the tension of the spring tending to rotate
the drum and rewind the line when the same
is released. To prevent any backward
movement of the drum 10 when the line is
being unwound therefrom, a ratchet 19 is
mounted upon one end of the shaft 9 and ar-
ranged upon the outer side of the casing,
said ratchet being held securely in place by
means of a nut 20 threaded upon the outer
end of the shaft. A suitable pawl 21 is piv-
otally secured to the body section and
adapted to engage the ratchet 19 to prevent
backward movement of the drum 10.
Mounted upon the other end of the shaft 9
is a crank handle 22 which is adapted to ro-
tate the drum 10, when the line has been
withdrawnto the required distance to tighten
the same, the pawl 21 holding the drum
10 against movement so that the line will be
held taut. :

In unwinding the line 22" from the drum
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10 the same is to be withdrawn from the
casing through the opening 23 formed in
one end of the body section 2. A suitable
hand-hold 24 is secured to the outer end of
the line so that the same can be quickly and
easily withdrawn from the casing. The
hand-hold 24 is provided at its ends with
the beveled faces 25 adapted to engage with
the beveled faces 26 formed upon the side
edges of the opening 28 to prevent the hand-
hold 24 from passing entirely into the cas-
ing, the same being held in position by the
tension of the spring 16 so that it may be
iaasily and quickly grasped to withdraw the
ine.

When it is desired to suspend the line for
supporting clothes, the line is unwound
from the drum by grasping the hand-hold
24 and fastening the line to a suitable sup-
port which may be located at any required
distance from the receiver, the unwinding
of the line from the drum 10 placing the
spring 16 under tension so that when the
line is released the tension of the spring will
rotate the drum and rewind the line.

From the apove description taken in con-
nection with the drawings, it will be seen

that I have provided a novel clothes line

reel which is suitably housed within a cas-
ing or receiver to protect the clothes line
and the reel from rain, sleet, or snow, the
receiver being pivotally mounted for swing-
ing movement to permit the line to be dis-
posed at varying angles.

While I have shown and described the
preferred form of my invention it will be
obvious that various changes in the details
of construction and in the proportions may
be resorted to for successfully carrying the

1,052,487

invention into practice without sacrificing
any of the novel features or departing from
the scope thereof.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is:

In a clothes line reel, the combination of a
sectional casing having an opening formed
in one end thereof, a U-shaped bracket ar-
ranged within the casing, sald bracket hav-
ing its intermediate portion looped to form
an eye which is disposed through the open-
ing and arranged upon the outer side of the
casing, a rotatable drum mounted within
the casing, a helical spring arranged within
the casing and adapted to rotate said drum
when the same is placed under tension, a
line arranged upon said drum, the front
wall of said casing formed with an opening,
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a closure for said opening, the outer end of

said line being secured to the inner wall of
said closure, a hand hold formed on the
outer wall of said closure, said closure
adapted to be removed from the opening in
the casing and secured to a suitable support
at any desired distance from said casing, the
said closure adapted to be held in a closed
position by an action of said spring, the
edges of the said opening and said closure
being beveled thereby preventing the clo-
sure from passing entirely within the cas-
ing, as and for the purpose hereinbefore set
forth. :

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

JESSE H. KRIDER.

Witnesses:
S. F. Bowser,
J. H. Firaran.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.”
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