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 UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

"GLENN H. WILLIS, OF CHICAGO, ILLLNOIS,' ASSIGNOR TO THE N TIRE

COMPANY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, A_CORPORATION OF ITLINOIS,
: . FOUNTAIN-SPONGE. ' '

No. 800,254,

To all ivhom, it may concerﬂ._-- o )
Beit known thatI,.GLE_NN H. WitLis, aciti-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

_ in the county of Cook and State of “Illinois,
have invented certair new and useful Improve-

ments in Fountain-Sponges,_ of which the fol-

lowing isa specification, L

"This inventiOn,relates_ to improvements in
:fountain cleaning devices, and particularly
-0 & novel arrangement of sponge . and con-
‘nection for supplying the sponge with water

/A8 necessary without'dipbing the same into

he water. o

«» I'heinvention is also concerned with a novel
form of sponge designed to'be used for clean-
ing puiposes generally. Ordinarily ‘when
-soap is used with a sponge it is rubbed upon
the outer surface thereof. ' This is an incon-
veniént and ofttimes an awkward operation,
in that it necessitates the use of both hands.

One of the objects of my invention. is to,
obviate the ob-

provide a sponge designed to.
Jjection. to the ordinary
-and whieh, in effect,
the sponge of nmy

sponge. in this vospect
soaps-itself. To thisend
Invention is provided with

a pocket or cavity adapted to contain a piece |

of soap, which will readily lather
dueto the kneading or ‘
.in the use thereof. :

The invention consists of the
ar
seribed,

the sponge,

parts and

particularly designated in. the ¢ldins,
:m(t iltustrated in the accompanying drawings,
in ‘which-~ oot o '
Figure 1is a sectional view of a sponge
-made’in accordance
-provided with a connection for conducting
the wator to the sponge, the connection being
‘shown coupled to », favcet, - Kig. 9 iHustrates
' the invention when used with a tank or bucket,
from“which the supply of water is‘taken, the
sponge being shown' in elevation; and Fig, 3
i & seetion on an enlarged seale and showing
& modification of the sponge-nipple connec-
tion. s .

The invention domprises generally an ar-
tifigial sponge, desirably made-of rubber, and
which is provided with s connection adapted
to be connected to or lead from a suitable

59 source of water-supply. Specilically, the

rubber sponge - has permanently  secured
thereto a rubber hipple which opens into the
body of the sponge and is adapted to have
connected thereto a conduit, which .may bhe

working of the same

with my invention and

‘Specification of Letters Patent,
- Application filed November 2,1908,

as 10, having a
_thereto,
‘extending slightly into

rangement of parts hereinafter fully de-|

|

‘of the extension

sion into the spong

Patented Bept. 26, 1905.
Serial No, 179,436,

an ordinary flexible tube. The opposite end 53
of the tube may be provided with a, device for _
coupling the tube to g source of water-supply.
The device comprises g rubber sponge, such
nipple 11 permanently socured
as by vuleanization, and preferably e
and opening into the
¥ of the sponge.

ployed for the nipple and vuleanized to the
surface of the sponge, may be provided as-an 65
additional sécuring means for the nipple 11,
or'the nipple may he attached to the sponge
solely by the collar 19 or by any other snitable
means, but in any event is a unity with the
sponge, being a permanent inseparable part 7o
thereof, ) o :
Pre_ferably the‘sponge is formed. with g
cavity or pocket 13, which inthe embodiment
of the invention illustrated extends nearly . to
the opposite end of the sponge, and the nipple 73
extends into this pocket, thereby providing
for -a more uniform distribut_ion of water
throughout the sponge . than would resujt
were this extended pocket not present. .
Inthe form of the invention illustiated v 8o

Fig. I the cells or bores of the sponge pass or' -

enter-divectly into the
110kt‘(_ends only a short distance thereingo.’
A somewhat more durable structure is illys-
trated in' Fig. 3. As there shown, tlie nipple 85
is  provided  with a tubular extension 134,
which extends the full length of the pocket,

and as a more extonded surface for vuleaniza-

tion' is provided ‘& more secure attichment
of the nipple will sult. . When the form of 90
nipple shown in Fig. 3 is employed, the wall
xte provided with openings 14
to pass from the exton-

pocket and the nipple

to perniit the wati
The sponga is provided with asuitable con- 95
nection adapted to be-attached to or fod fron -
any suitable souree of ‘water-supply.  This
conneceion may consist 6t n Hlexible tube 15,

attached in iy suitable manner to the nj pple
pling 18, provided roo

11, as by means of a eou
at opposite ends . with annuliy ribs 17, ¢
within the adjacent ends of-the nipple arid the -
flexible tube wnd serving to prevent nesi-

dental disconnection, although permitsing of
ready disconnection when,
the water is taken from a faucet, as whenthe
sponge is used for bathing purposes or in the
kitchen, the opposite end of the flexible tube

, b

fitting

desired.: When to5
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15 may be provided with an ordinary screw-
coupling 18, designed to take onto the exter-
nally-threaded outlet of the faucet 19, or the
sttachment may be made in any other pre-

“ferred manner.

The fountain - Sponge herein described is
equaily serviceable for scrubbing and general
cleaning as well as toilet purposes.’ When
used in a position where a fauceb is notavail-
able, the sponge may _be supplied with water

from an elevated tank or bucket, and in Fig. .

9 T have illustrated the invention in this con-
nection as it may be used, for example, for

- serubbing floors, washing carriages, &e. The

5

tank is placed apon an elevated support and
the end of the flexible tube is extended into
the same, the water in this instance being fed
to the sponge by siphonic action. In order
to regulate the feed of the water, a suitable
device, such as the ordinary finger-operated
clamp 20, may be provided to compress she
tubing when ib is désired to shut off or reduce
the supply of water. g

- The pocket orcavity 131n the sponge forms
& receptacle for soap and may be of .any de-
sired shape or size. Boap for this purpese
may be put up in suitable sticks and inserted
in the pocket by detaching the coupling 16
from the nipple 11 and then passing the soap
through the latter. The end of the coupling
16 is then returned to the nipple. In using

the devige tne water passing ¢through the nip-

ple 11 igto the sponge softens the soap, so

thas hy the working of the sponge in the
hand in the ordinary use of the same the
sponge-is Kepb constanily filled with lather.

PRV Y

This avoids soaping the sponge by hand.

[

800,264

do not, however, limit myself to & sponge

having 2 soap-containing pocket in combina-’

tion with the fountain attachment, as the

sponge may he used alope in the manner,

of the ordinary hand-spdnge, and when so
used a plug, sucli as 21, may Le inserted in
the mouth of the nipple or pocket, as shown
in Fig. 3, to prevent the cgress of the soap.
Moreover, the sponge, provided with a nip-
ple attached thereto for use with a connection
for supplying water to the sponue, as de-
scribed, may be made and sold as a separate
article of manufacture. )

Having deseribed my invention,what T claim
is—

1. Inadevice of theclass described, in com-
bLination, a rubber sponge having a pocket
extending into the same, & flexible nipple
opening into the pocket and vulcanized to the
sponge, and a flexible tube connected to the
nipple for conducting water to the sponge.

9. Inadeviceof the class described, a rub-
ber sponge having a-pocket operiing through
its surface and extending to nearly the oppo-
site side thercof,-a flexible rubber nipple pro-
jecting beyond the surface of the sponge and
having a tubular perforated extension tocated
in and extending the lengeh of the pocket and
vuleanized to the sponge, and a flexible tube
connected to the nipple.

In testimony whereof [ aflix my signature in
presence of two withesses.

GLENN H. WILLIS.

‘Witnesses: A
BexsaMmin F. FeLix,
Joux W. Bropaurr.
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