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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEWIS GOODYEAR, of 

Trumansburg, in the county of Tompkins 
and State of New York, have invented a new - 
and useful Improvement in Door-Checks, pro 
viding a simple and easy method of prevent 
ing the slamming of doors by an economical 
device, which may be readily attached, and 
will not be liable to get out of order. 
My invention consists in the combination of 

a latch or lever with an arm to guide its move 
ments as the dooris closing, and the necessary 
springs to actuate the parts. 
The device by which I accomplish my object 

is more completely shown in the drawings, 
Figure 1 showing it when attached to the top 
of a door, with the latch in a perpendicular 
position; Fig.2 being a plan view of the same, 
the door being closed; and Fig. 3, the same 
With the door partly open or not quite shut. 
A is the latch; B, the principal or main 

spring; C, the arm or guide; and d, the small 
spring regulating the movement of the latch. 
The latch. A may be placed at the side instead 
of at the top of the door, in which case the 
spring d may be dispensed with. The spring 
B is curved, as represented, and the point e 
thereof is slightly bent inward to facilitate the 
release of the latch, when striking it, on clos 
ing the door. The arm C has the peculiar 
bent form, as shown, in order that when the 
latch meets it, while the door is moving too 

rapidly, the end of the latch is deflected and 
strikes the end e of the main spring B, thus 
arresting the motion of the door. 
When the door is moving a moderate rate 

of speed the latch. A passes between the end 
e of the main spring B and the arm C without 
striking the former, the space being just suffi. 
cient to allow it to pass by it; but, when mov 
ing faster, the latch is thrown against the 
Spring, causing it to shut gently. At the mo 
ment the door is closed the latch slips off the 
end of the spring, and the latter recovers its 
first position. 

It may be remarked that the small spring 
d must be very light and flexible to prevent 
the latch from hugging the bend of the arm 
C in such a manner as to escape striking the 
main Spring. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
The latch A and attachments, in combina 

tion with the spring B and bent arm C, ar. 
ranged as described, substantially as and for 
the purposes hereinbefore set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing im 
provement I have hereunto set my hand this 
28th day of April, 1873. 

LEWIS GOODYEAR. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES R. EMERY, 
ADELRERT S. MOSHER. 

  


