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The present invention relates to a basketball practice 
device adapted to be mounted on a standard basketball 
goal and more particularly to such a basketball practice 
device which is adapted to be held firmly in place on said 
standard basketball goal by forces developed within said 
device when the device is mounted on the goal. 
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The basketball practice device of this invention com 
prises a C-ring having a plurality of radially extending 
and depending bifurcated legs affixed thereto. The C 
ring is constructed of a material which permits it to be 
expanded and contracted circumferentially and to thereby 
be mounted on a standard basketball goal so that the 
bifurcated legs of the device are forced outwardly into 
engagement with the basketball goal by the forces de 
veloped with the C-ring. By C-ring I mean an annular 
ring having any small section thereof removed to form 
a ring having the general appearance of a capital C. 
This C-ring is of slightly smaller i diameter than the 
standard basketball goal, but of larger diameter than the 
standard basketball itself, and is mounted on a plane 
slightly above the plane of the goal so that the force 
of basketballs falling on the C-ring can be readily trans 
mitted to the goal without danger of the C-ring becoming 
disengaged therefrom. 
The invention is particularly useful in improving the 

shooting accuracy of basketball players. During train 
ing and practice sessions, this practice device may be 
mounted on a standard basketball goal, and as it is 
slightly smaller in diameter than the goal, greater shoot 
ing accuracy is required to place the ball through the 
device than through the goal. Of course, during regular 
games the device is removed and the improved shooting 
accuracy developed by the players during practice sessions 
should result in a higher shooting percentage during 
the game. 
An object of my invention is the provision of a basket 

ball practice device for improving the shooting accuracy 
of basketball players. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

basketball practice device to be mounted on a standard 
basketball goal which engages the goal through forces 
developed within the device. 

Other objects and attendant advantages of the present 
invention will become more apparent as the specification 
is considered in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the present invention 
mounted on a standard basketball goal; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the invention mounted 
on a standard i basketball goal; and, 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along the lines 3-3 
of Figure 1. 

Referring now to the drawings, in which like reference 
numerals designate like parts throughout the several views 
thereof, there is shown in Figures 1 and 2 a standard 
basketball goal 10 mounted on a backboard 11 (only par 
tially shown) by means of an angular bracket 12. The 
bracket may be fastened to the goal by welding or other 
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2 
suitable means and to the backboard by means of bolts 
13 and 14. Suitable side braces 15 are also provided to 
give the goal proper stability. 
Mounted on the goal 10 is a basketball practice device 

of the present invention generally denominated by the 
numeral 16. The device comprises a ring having a small 
section cut away to form a C-ring 17 having end portions 
18 and 19 with a space - 20 therebetween. The C-ring 17 
has a plurality, preferably four, of radially extending and 
depending legs 21, 22, 23, and 24 respectively, spaced at 
convenient positions. Two of the legs 21 and 24 are 
positioned near the end portions 18 and 19 to providê 
suitable support for that portion of the C-ring, while 
the other two legs 22 and 23 are positioned so as to divide 
the remainder of the C-ring into three substantially equal 
sectors. Each of the legs has its end portion bifurcated 
to form a central opening 25 and a pair of lugs 26 and 
27 (see Figure 3). The opening 25 is preferably semi 
circular in cross section and of the proper size to receive 
the goal 10 in a tight fitting relationship. The legs 21, 
22, 23, and 24 extend downwardly at such an angle 
that the plane of the C-ring is slightly above that of the 
goal so that the force of basketballs striking the C-ring 
17 from above can be readily transmitted to the goal 10 
without the danger of disengagement. ! , 
The C-ring 17 and the legs 21, 22, 23, and 24 are pref 

erably formed of metal so that the space 20 between the 
endi portions 18 and 19 may be varied by exerting a force 
on the legs 21 and 24 or on other suitable portions of the 
C-ring 17. The C-ring is formed in such a - manner that 
the space 260 between the end portions 18 and 19 has i å 
greater length when the practice device is in an unre 
strained position, that is, when it is unmounted than it 
has when the device is mounted on the goal 10 as shown 
in Figures 1 and 2. Thus, when the C-ring is in an unre 
strained condition-unmounted—the bifurcated legs ex 
tend outwardly farther than they do when mounted and 
an annullus described by any three of the semicircular 
openings 25 would have a diameter larger than the di 
ameter of the goal 10. Also, the diameter of the C-ring 
itself is larger in this unrestrained position than it is 
when mounted on the goal. 
When mounting the device, the two end portions 18 

and 9 are forced together so that the diameter of the 
C-ring 17 is smaller than shown in Figure 1. The open 
ings 25 in the legs 21, 22, 23, and 24 are then fitted over 
the goal 10 and the C-ring is released allowing it to 
expand to the diameter shown in Figure 1. In this posi 
tion, the C-ring 17 is restrained in such a position that 
the residual forces in the C-ring itself force the legs 21, 
22, 23, and 24 outwardly into engagement with the goal 
19 and these residual forces, tending to expand the C 
ring, hold the C-ring in the engaged position shown in 
the drawings. In removing the C-ring 17 from the goal 
10, the two end portions 18 and 19 are forced together 
and the practice device may be simply and readily re 
moved from the goal. 

It is thus apparent that the present invention provides 
an extremely simple and rugged basketball practice i de 
vice which may be mounted and removed from a stand 
ard basketball goal with a minimum of effort and manipu 
lation. 

It will be understood that the invention is not to be 
limited to the exact construction shown and described, 
but that various changes and modifications may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 

i claim: 
1. A basketball practice device adapted to be mounted 

on a standard basketball goal comprising a C-ring capa 
ble of expansion and contraction in a circumferential di 
rection, said C-ring having at least three bifurcated legs 
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depending - therefrom adapted to engage said standard 
basketball goal, the portions of said bifurcated legs which 
engage said standard basketball goal describing a smaller 
annulus than said standard basketball goal when said 
C-ring is in a fully contracted position and describing a 
larger annulus than said standard basketball goal when 
said C-ring is in a normal unrestrained position, whereby 
said C-ring may be contracted circumferentially and 
mounted on said standard basketball goal and whereby 
said C-ring develops residual forces which force the bifur 
cated portions of said legs into firm engagement with said 
standard basketball goal when said C-ring is mounted on 
said standard basketball goal. 

- 2. . A basketball practice device adapted to be mounted 
on a standard basketball goal comprising a C-ring capa 
ble of circumferential contraction from its normal unre 
strained position, said C-ring having a plurality of radially 
extending and depending bifurcated legs affixed thereto 
for i engaging said standard basketball goal, said C-ring 
being contracted from its normal unrestrained position 
when said C-ring is mounted on said standard basketball 
goal whereby said bifurcated legs exert a force against 
said standard basketball goal to position said basketball 
practice device firmly in place upon said standard basket 
ball goal. 

3. A basketball practice device adapted to be mounted 
on a standard basketball goal comprising, a radially 
split ring of smaller diameter than said standard basket 
ball goal and being capable of circumferential contrac 
tion from its normal unrestrained position, said radially 
split ring having a plurality of legs affixed thereto and ex 
tending therefrom for engaging said standard basketball 
goal, said radially split ring being contracted from its 
normally unrestrained position when said radially split 
ring is mounted on said standard basketball goal whereby 
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said legs will exert a force against said standard basket 
ball goal to position said basketball practice device firmly 
in place on said standard basketball goal. 

4. A basketball practice device adapted to be mounted 
on a standard basketball goal comprising, an annular 
member of smaller diameter than said standard basket 
ball goal, said annular member having a section removed 
to leave a radially split annular member which is capable 
of expansion and contraction in a circumferentiai direc 
tion, a plurality of legs depending from said annular 
member for engaging said standard basketball goal, said 
radially split annular member being contracted from its 
normal unrestrained position when mounted on said 
standard basketball goal whereby said legs will exert a 
force against said standard basketball goal to position said 
basketball practice device firmly in place upon said 
standard basketball goal. 

5. A basketball practice device adapted to be mounted 
on a standard basketball goal comprising, a radially split 
ring of smaller diameter than said standard basketball 
goal and being capable of circumferential contraction 
from its normally unrestrained position, means affixed to 
said radially split ring and extending therefrom for en 
gaging said standard basketball goal, said radially split 
ring being contracted from its normal unrestrained posi 
tion when it is mounted on said standard basketball goal 
whereby said means will exert a force against said stand 
ard basketball goal to position said radially split ring 
firmly in place on said standard basketball goal. 
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