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DPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Pa,tent No. 540,517, dated June 4, 1895,
Application filed October 12, 1894.. Seual No. 525, 6‘72. (No model.)

To all whom zt may Conecerv:
" Be it known that I, WALTER S. RUSSELL of
Cooperstown, in the county of Otsego and

State of New York, have invented a new and !

Improved Pocket Holder for Pens, Pencils,
&e.,of which the following is a full, clear, and
ex(wt descnptlon
My invention relates to a holder for pens,

pencils, and like articles usually carried in
the vest pocket, or other pocketsof a garment,
and it has for its object to provide a holder
of this description which will- be'light, strong
and economie, being especially adapted for
application toa vest pocket, the device being
furthermore so constructed that it may be ex-

‘peditiously and convemently placed in posi-

tion in the pocket, serving, when in position,
to stretch the pocket preferablv in a lateral
direction, affording absolute security for pen-
cils, 1 fountam Jpens, &ec., engaged by the device

.and contained in the pocket to which the ap-

plication is made.

- A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide for the application of the device in a
manner whieh will not buige the pocket, or
conflict with or detract from the general ap-
pearance of the garment, the device being
positively out of sigh’r.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several parts,
aswill behereinafter fully set forth and point-
ed out ir the claims.

Reference isto behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification, |

in which similar figures and letters of refer-

‘ence indicate oorrespondmfr parts in all the?

views.

Figure 11is a view illustrating the applica-
tion of the improvement to the pocket of a
vest, Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the com-
plete device. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the
body of thedevice opposite that shown in Fig.
2,and Fig.4 is a horizontalsection taken prac-
tlcally on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Thebody of the device consmts of twoplates
A and B, heéld in sliding contact and the two
plates having parallel movement. Oneplate,

the plate A, for example, is provided with a
series of lonvltudmaﬂy-drran ged openings 10,
and the opposing plate B, is provided with a
tongue 11, adapted to enter any one of the
This tongue is usually struck up

openings.

 guides.

| or out from the material of the slide, and its
free end is bent upon itself at an angle to its
body section .in order that it may the more
readily enter the apertures 10 and remain
therein until forced out. The plates are usu-
ally and preferably made of a spring mate-

- rial, as for example,spring steel or brass,and

the plate B is provided at or near its inner
end with lugs 12, which are turned over upon

- the plate A, forming aslide-way orguide therc-

for;_ and the plate A is provided with corre-

- sponding lugs 13, carried in an opposite di-

rection over upon the plate B3, serving as its
Attheouterend of eachof theplates
oneor more spurs 14, usnally two, are located;
and preferably these spuis are placed one at
the top and the other at the bottom, whereby

an intervening recess 15 is obtained, and these |

recesses serve to receive an elastlc band 16,
the said band being endless, and it is made to
pass over both the front and rear faces of the
two plates, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4.

The body of the device may be rendered as

-short or as long as may be required, for ex-

ample, by bowing the plates in a manner to
force the tongue 11 out from the aperture 10
in which it may have been entered, and slid-
ing the plates one upou the other until the
proper adjustment has been obtained, where-
upon by releasing the plates the tongue will
automatically enter the most convenientaper-
ture, holding the plates firmly in their ad-
justed position.

The device is located within a pocket as
near the top or mouth as possible without ren-
dering it visible. When applying the device
the rubber or elastic band 16 is removed and
the sections of the holderare adjusted tosuch
length that when the devige is applied to the
pocket it will stretch the pocket tightly in a
lateral direction. Before placing the holderin
the pocket the band 16 is placed in position
upon the body,and when the holder has been
introduced properly into the pocket the spurs
engaging with the materialat the sidesof the
pocket will effectually prevent it from slip-
ping.

The pens, pencils, or other articles to be
held, are passed back of the elastic band and
the body of thedevice betweenthe device and
the body of the garment, as shown in Fig. 1,
and it is evident that when articles have been
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so introduced into the holder they will be
firmly held in place, and that the pocket will
not be bulged or rendered unshapely in any
manner by reason of the device; and, again
it is evident that an article maybeintroduced
into the holder or device without necessitat-
ing the eve being directed thereto, since the
article may be readily directed between the
device and the body of the garment.

The object in using the rubber band is to
assist in the security of the pens, pencils, &e.;
the device assuring absolute security to a sin-
gle article or several articles at a time.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A pen and pencil holder and pocket
streteher, the same consisting of adjastable
plate sections,and a yielding guardsurround-
ing the sections, as and for the purpose set
forth. »

2. A pen and pencil holder and pocket
stretcher, the same consisting of adjustable
plate sections, locking devices for holding the
seetions in the adjusted position, and a yield-
ing guard carried by the said sections, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. A pen and pencil holder and pocket
stretcher, comprising plate sections having

540,517

sliding movement one upon the other, a latch
carried by one section, adapted for engage-
ment with keepers located upon the opposing
section, and an elastic guard carried and op-
erated by the sections,as and for the purpose
set forth.

4. In a pen and pencil holder and pocket
stretcher, a body the same consisting of plates
of a spring material having sliding and guided
movementone upon the other, a rack surface
formed upon one of the plates,a latch carried
by the opposing plate adapted for engage-
ment with the said rack surface, and an elas-
tic band surrounding the body sections, as
and for the purpose set forth.

5. A pen and pencil holder and pocket
stretcher, the same consisting of body plates
held to slide one upon the other, one of the
plates being provided with a series of aper-
tures and the other with a tongue adapted to
enter any one of the apertures, both plates
being provided with spurs at their end por-
tions, and an elastic band surrounding the
plate sections and passing between the said
spurs, as and for the purpose set forth.

WALTER S. RUSSELL.

Witnesses:
S. E. CRONKHITE,
FRANK B. SHIPMAN.
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