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C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category™ Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X JP 2017-7248 A (CASIO COMPUTER CO., LTD.) 12 January 2017 (2017-01-12) 1,3,24
paragraphs [0034], [0044], fig. 11
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See patent family annex.
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earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means

document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

«1> later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the
principle or theory underlying the invention

«x> document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step
when the document is taken alone

«y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&” document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search
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Name and mailing address of the [SA/JP
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22 October 2009 (2009-10-22)

paragraph [0034], fig. 6(3)

Y JP 2010-111069 A (SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION) 20 May 2010 (2010-05-20) 7-12,21
paragraph [0040]
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-6 and 24

Claim 1 lacks novelty in light of each of documents 1 and 2, and thus does not have a special technical feature.
However, claim 2 that depends from claim 1 has the special technical feature wherein "the control unit controls
the printing part such that multiple cutout lines are printed along a direction orthogonal to the cutting direction on
the print medium, and controls the cutting part such that the print medium is cut multiple times along the cutting
direction”.

Claims 3-6 are classified as invention 1 in view of the relevance of problems.

Claim 24 differs from claim 1 only in expression, and thus is classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 7-12 and 21

Claims 7-12 and 21 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical features between these claims and
claim 2 classified as invention 1.

In addition, although claims 7-12 and 21 depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1, the specific problem to be
solved by the invention as found from the added technical feature relative to claim 1, that is, "the user can ascertain,
on the basis of a preview screen, how the sheet of paper P would be cut and what cutout line would be printed on
the sheet of paper P" (see paragraph [0102]), has low technical relevance to the problem to be solved by claim 1
of "making it possible to minimize an additional mechanism by the printing part 3 printing a cutout line, and thus
suppress an increase in costs” (see paragraph [0036]). Thus, it is not found that claims 7-12 and 21 have an inventive
link to claim 1.

Furthermore, claims 7-12 and 21 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Accordingly claims 7-12 and 21 cannot be identified as invention 1.

Meanwhile, claims 7-12 and 21 have the special technical feature of "further comprising a display processing unit
for performing a process for displaying a preview screen including a preview image of the print medium, wherein
the display processing unit performs a process for, on the preview screen, superimposing, onto the preview image of
the print medium, a cut line that would be seen when the print medium is cut by the cutting part and the cutout line to
be printed on the print medium, and displaying the superimposed preview image"; thus these claims are classified as
invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claims 13-20

Claims 13-20 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical features between these claims and claim 2
classified as invention 1 or claims 7-12 and 21 classified as invention 2.

In addition, although claims 13-20 depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1, the specific problem to be
solved by the invention as found from the added technical feature relative to claim 1, that is, "making it possible
to shorten time required for cut print, and facilitating reuse of the cut sheet of paper P" (see paragraph [0151]), has
low technical relevance to the problem to be solved by claim 1 of "making it possible to minimize an additional
mechanism by the printing part 3 printing a cutout line, and thus suppress an increase in costs” (see paragraph
[0036]). Thus, it is not found that claims 13-20 have an inventive link to claim 1.

Furthermore, claims 13-20 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims
classified as invention 1 or 2.

Accordingly claims 13-20 cannot be identified as either of inventions 1 and 2.

Meanwhile claims 13-20 have the special technical feature of "further comprising: an acquisition unit for acquiring
image data including a graphic object to be cut out; and an image data processing unit for determining, on the basis
of the image data, in relation to at least part of the graphic object, whether to cut the print medium by the cutting part
or to print the cutout line on the print medium by the printing part"; thus these claims are classified as invention 3.

(Invention 4) Claims 22-23

Claims 22-23 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding technical features between these claims and claim 2
classified as invention 1, claims 7-12 and 21 classified as invention 2, or claims 13-20 classified as invention 3.

In addition, although claims 22-23 depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1, the specific problem to be solved
by the invention as found from the added technical feature relative to claim 1, that is, "the thickness and/or line
type of the cutout line may be determined so as to make the cutout line prominent with respect to a background
color” (see paragraph [0158]), and "it is made possible to make the printed cutout line less prominent” (see paragraph
[0159]), has low technical relevance to the problem to be solved by claim 1 of "making it possible to minimize

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (January 2015)
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

an additional mechanism by the printing part 3 printing a cutout line, and thus suppress an increase in costs" (see
paragraph [0036]). Thus, it is not found that claims 22-23 have an inventive link to claim 1.

Furthermore, claims 22-23 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims
classified as invention 1, 2, or 3.

Accordingly claim 22-23 cannot be identified as any of inventions 1, 2, and 3.

Meanwhile, claim 22 has the special technical feature of "further comprising an image data processing unit for
determining, on the basis of a background color in the position where the cutout line is to be printed, at least one of
the color, thickness, and line type of the cutout line to be printed on the print medium", and claim 23 has the special
technical feature of "further comprising: an acquisition unit for acquiring image data of an image to be printed onto
the print medium; and an image data processing unit for determining, on the basis of the figure/pattern of the image,
the position of the cutout line to be printed on the print medium"; thus these claims are classified as invention 4.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: Claims 1-21 and 24

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (January 2015)
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