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The invention relates generally to a flat table 
top or similar work surface such as the top of a 
kitchen cabinet or sink drainboard, and more 
particularly to a table, drainboard or cabinet 
top having a pliable covering such as linoleum 
and the like and a coved back Splash. This 
type of table top is shown in my prior applica 
tion, Serial No. 576,526, filed February 7, 1945, 
matured in Patent No. 2,492,541, dated December 
27, 1949, entitled Table Top Construction; and 
the present application embodies novel and useful 
improvements over said prior application. 
The table top disclosed in said Patent No. 

2,492,541, includes a stamped metal base having 
a flat top with depending rim flanges and a lin 
oleum covering cemented to the top, there being 
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a noSing member on the front edge of the base. 
member abutting the front edge of the linoleum, 
and an S-shaped back Splash coved member bolt 
ed to the flat top of the base and having a front : 
base portion abutting the rear edge of the lin 
oleum. The back Splash cove member is bolted 
to the base at spaced intervals and the table top 
and back Splash frequently are cut off in the field 
to fit side-to-side dimension requirements, as in 
the case of fitting one side of the table top into 
a corner. In such event the cut may be made at 
Or adjacent to a bolt location in the back splash 
cove member, in such manner as to remove the 
bolt holes and leave the end portion of the back 
Splash unfastened and non-rigidly supported. 

Moreover, the upper end of said back Splash 

2 

3.) 

cove member is unsupported except by abutment 
With the adjacent Wall of the room, and such 
abutment is always more or less non-uniforn 
because of the ever-present irregularities in the 
Wall. Consequently, the back Splash cove mem 
ber must be made of substantially heavy mate 
rial, and since it is entirely exposed it is usually 
made of relatively expensive stainless steel or ex 
truded aluminum So as to provide an ornamental 
trim member. Further, the joint between the 
rear edge of the linoleum and the base portion 
of the Cove member provides a place in the flat 
table top. Surface where moisture can penetrate 
and ultimately deteriorate the covering material. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
Wide a novel sheet inetal table top with an in 
tegral back splash cove member which will over 
come the foregoing difficulties. 
Another object is to provide a novel sheet metal 

table top With an integral back Splash having 
itStop rear end supported directly on the base. 
A further object is to provide a novel table top 

construction having an integral back Splash 
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member with the coved part of the back splash 
merging with the top of the base, and the base 
and coved part being covered with a continuous 
sheet of covering material. 
Another object is to provide a novel sheet metal 

table top and back Splash construction which 
eliminates a joint in the covering material at the 
juncture of the flat table top and the back splash. 
These and other objects apparent to those 

skilled in the art may be obtained by the devices, 
constructions, arrangements, combinations, sub 
combinations and elements comprising the pres 
ent invention, the nature of which is set forth in 
the following general statement, a preferred em 
bodiment of which is set forth in the following 
description and shown in the drawing as exem 
plifying the best known mode of carrying out the 
invention, and which is particularly and distinct 
ly Set forth in the appended claims forming part 
hereOf. - - - - 

In general terms, the nature of the presentime 
provements may be stated as including a sheet 
metal base member having a flat top with de 
pending rim flanges terminating preferably in 
inturned flanges entirely around the base, a 
sheet metal back Splash member extending along 
the rear edge of said base and welded to the top 
and rear depending flange thereof so as to be 
integral therewith, Said backsplash member hav 
ing a coved surface merging with said base, coy 
ering material extending continuously over the 
top of the base and said coved surface, and nar 
row detachable nosing members at the front of 
the base member and at the top of the back 

5. Splash member abutting the front and rear edges 
of said covering material and making flush joints 
there with. 

Referring to the drawing forming part hereof, 
in which a preferred embodiment of the inproved 
table top and back Splash construction is illus 
trated by way of example: . 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
'a kitchen cabinet unit provided with the im 
proved table top construction; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross sectional view there 
Of, with distant parts removed; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged expanded cross sectional 
View thereof; and v ? 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view through the base por 
tion taken at right angles to Fig. 2, as online 
4-4, Fig. 1. 
Similar numerals refer to similar parts 

throughout the various figures of the dra Wing. 
The top portion of a kitchen cabinet indicated 

generally at 5 is shown in Figure 1 with the im 
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proved table top and back Splash construction 
applied thereto. It will be understood that with 
in the scope of the invention the improved table 
top and back Splash construction may be applied 
to other work Surfaces such as kitchen drain 
boards and the like. The table top includes a 
sheet metal base member indicated generally at 
6 having a flat top portion 7 terminating at the 
side and rear edges in a downturned flange 8 
and at the front edge in a preferably curved 
downturned flange 9. The flanges 8 and 9 pref 
erably terminate in inturned flanges O and 
respectively. 
The sheet metal base member 6 is box-like in 

form and the side flanges and inturned flanges 
make it relatively rigid. The rigidity of the cen 
tral portion of the top is preferably increased 
by securing a channel-reinforcing member 2 
to the underside of the top portion 7 as by spot 
welding, and the channel extends between the 
sides of the top portion and within the down 
turned and inturned flanges 8 and f Othereof, as 
best shown in Fig. 4. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the inturned flange i? is 

spaced above the inturned flanges O for a pur 
pose to be described, and the rear part of the 
top portion 7 is downwardly offset or recessed as 
indicated at 7' to form a transverse shoulder 3. 
The back Splash member indicated generally at 
f4 is formed of sheet metal and includes a front 
inclined flange 5 which is provided with a curved 
portion or cove 6 which terminates in a hori 
zontal flange 7. As shown in Fig. 2, the front 
edge of the horizontal flange T is positioned 
abutting the shoulder f3, and the depth of the 
recessed portion 7' is equal to the thickness of 
the flange T, so that the upper surface of the 
flange f7 merges with the upper Surface of the 
flat portion 7 of the base. The flange T is se 
cured to the recessed portion of the base pref 
erably by spot welding the fange T to the re 
cessed portion across the entire width of the base. 
The top 8 of the back Splash 4 is preferably 

horizontal, and has a depending flange 9 ex 
tending downwardly from its rear edge. AS 
shown, the upper part of the flange 9 is offset 
or recessed inwardly to form a recessed portion 
9', for a purpose to be described. The lower 

edge 20 of the flange 9 preferably terminates a 
short distance above the inturned flange 0 at 
the rear of the base, when the back Splash is 
positioned on the base as shown in Fig. 2 with 
the flange T abutting the shoulder 3. Prefer 
ably, the bottom portion of the flange f 9 is se 
cured to the rear downturned flange 8 of the 
base across the full width of the base, as by 
Spot welding. 
Thus, the top of the back Splash is rigidly Sup 

ported directly on the base across its full width, 
and the flange f7 is rigidly supported on the 
recessed portion 7 across its full width, to make 
a rigid and integral structure of the base 6 and 
the back splash 4. Accordingly, if the base and 
back splash is cut off in the field to fit side-to 
side dimension requirements, there is no rigidity 
lost between the base and back Splash because 
they are secured together substantially at the 
cut-off edgeS. 
The front of the base member 6 is provided with 

a metal nosing member 22 having a channel 
shape and the sarine curved contour as the con 
tour of the depending base member flange 9. 
The edge of the upper nosing flange 23 is beveled 
so as to slightly overlap and engage the front 
edge of the linoleum sheet 24 which is provided 
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4. 
with a complementary bevel, so that the front 
edge of the linoleum is firmly secured by the 
beveled edge of the nosing. The lower flange 25 
of the nosing 22 is Secured by Suitable means 
Such as the screws 26 to the inturned flange 
of the front base member flange 9. As shown in 
FigS. 2 and 3, the thickness of the lower flange 
25 of the nosing member is equal to the amount 
that the inturned flange f f is spaced above the 
inturned flanges O, so that when the nosing is 
telescoped over the front end of the base, the 
botton of the nosing will be fiush with the bot 
ton of the inturned flanges O of the base. 
The linoleum sheet 24 is preferably cemented 

to the flat top 7 of the base, and also to the hori 
Zontal flange T, the cove 6 and the front in 
clined flange 5 of the back Splash. The linoleum 
Covering extends continuously from the upper 
fange 23 of the cove member 22 across the fat 
top and upwardly over the cove and front fange 
of the back Splash. As shown, the rear edge of 
the linoleum is made to terminate a short 
distance from the top f 8 of the back Splash, and 
is beveled similarly to the front edge, the rear 
beveled edge being engaged and overlapped by 
the beveled lower edge of the front flange 27 of 
a top nosing 28 having a rear flange 29. The top 
nosing 28 has a channel shape and the same 
Contour as the top portion of the back Splash so 
that it may be telescoped thereover as shown in 
Fig. 2, the rear flange 29 being Secured to the 
recessed portion 9' of the back flange by bolts 
30 or the like. As shown, the portion 9 is re 
CeSSed inwardly of the fange i 9 an annount equal 
to the thickness of the rear flange 29 of the nosing 
28, so that the rear surfaces of the flange 29 and 
the flange 9 are flush in order to fit as snugly 
as poSSible against a wall or the like. 
The feature of having the linoleum covering 

24 extend to a point near the top of the back 
Splash provides for utilizing a narrow top nosing 
member 28 to reduce expense, and also positions 
the joint between the front fiange 27 of the 
nosing and the rear edge of the linoleum at a 
point Well above the flat table top surface of the 
covering 24 so that no water can penetrate at 
Such joint. 

Generally channel-shaped members 3 may be 
provided along each side edge of the table top to 
bind and trim the base member 6 and the lino 
leum covering 24. These members 3 preferably 
have upper flanges 32 overlapping the linoleum 
and lower flanges 33 extending under and secured 
to the inturned flanges 0, as by bolts 34. 
The improved base member 6 is a sheet metal 

Stamping which may be readily fabricated by 
production methods. The back splash member 
f4 is also a simple sheet metal part which is 
readily fabricated by production methods, and 
which may be rapidly and easily spot welded to 
the base member 6. The nosing members 22 and 
28 are inexpensive and are quickly and easily 
applied and attached to the base member and 
back Splash member, respectively, so that the im 
proved table top and back splash member can 
be fabricated and assembled in a minimum 
amount of time and with a minimum of expense. 

Accordingly, the improved table top and back 
Splash construction provides an inexpensive as 
Sembly readily adapted to be factory-made by 
production methods to reduce installation difia 
culties and cost, and which may be cut off in the 
field to accurately fit side-to-side dimension re 
quirementS Without detracting from the rigidity 

75 of the back Splash, because the same is spot welded 
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both at its front and rear edges across the width 
of the base, so that regardless of cutting or trim 
ming the back Splash will be rigidly Supported On 
and attached to the base at or closely adjacent to 
the cut edges thereof. 

In the foregoing description, certain terms have 
been used for brevity, clearness and understand 
ing, but no limitations are to be implied there 
from beyond the requirements of the prior art, 
because such terms are utilized for descriptive 
purposes herein and not for the purpose of lim 
itation, and are intended to be broadly construed. 
Moreover, the embodiment of the improved con 
struction illustrated and described is by Way of 
example, and the Scope of the invention is not 
limited to the exact details of construction of the 
various partS. 

Tikewise, the construction is not limited as to 
length because the table top construction may 
serve as the drainboard for a sink of indefinite 
length, and any platform, Work table, or the like, 
is intended to be included in the term “table top' 
as used herein. Moreover, the covering 24 may be 
of any pliable covering material including rubber, 
plastic, laminite, or other Suitable covering or 
facing material. 

Having now described the features of the inven 
tion, the manufacture of a preferred embodiment 
of the improved table top and back Splash con 
struction, and the advantageous, new and useful 
results obtained thereby; the new and useful de 
vices, constructions, arrangements, and combina 
tions, and reasonable mechanical equivalents 
thereof obvious to those skilled in the art, are set 
forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a table top construction including a sheet 

metal base member having a fiat top portion 
formed around its edges with a downturned flange, 
the rear part of said flat top portion being re 
cessed to form a transverse shoulder therein, a 
sheet metal back Splash member extending along 
the rear edge of said base, said back splash mem 
ber having a front coved portion Welded to the 
recessed top portion of the base and merging with 
Said shoulder and a back flange extending down 
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wardly from the top of the back Splash member 
and welded to the downturned flange at the rear 
of the base member, and a pliable covering mate 
rial eXtending continuously over Said flat top por 
tion of the base and said front portion of the 
back Splash. 

2. In a table top construction including a sheet 
metal base member having a flat top portion 
formed around its edges with a downturned flange, 
the rear part of Said flat top portion being re 
ceSSed to form a transverse shoulder therein, a 
sheet metal back Splash member extending along 
the rear edge of Said base, said back Splash mem 
ber having a front coved portion welded to the 
recessed top portion of the base and merging with 
said shoulder and a back flange extending down 
Wardly from the top of the back Splash member 
and welded to the downturned flange at the rear 
of the base member, Said back flange being re 
cessed in its upper portion for receiving the flange 
of a trim member, and a pliable covering material 
extending continuously over said flat top portion 
of the base and Said front portion of the back 
Splash. 

JACQUES STANITZ. 
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