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‘The present invention relates to display

containers and has for its main object the.

provision of means for supporting in bulk
at various levels above the bottom of the
container goods that ‘are sold from the con-
tainer so that as such goods are diminished
through sales the remaining goods will at
all times appear fresh and presentable.
Another object of the invention is.the
provision of a. movable support of improved
construction adapted to be lifted from the

bottom' of the container toward the ‘top

thereof as the goods are sold and provided
with a resilient rim portion for cooperating
with the container sides. -

Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of retaining studs adapted to be se-
cured to the exterior of the container near
the bottom: thereof whereby the movable
support may be raised with increased ease,
the container being held down through the
medium of the studs. :

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a container of improved con-
struction having studs  pivotally secured
within the walls of the container for sup-
porting the movable support or follower ‘at
various levels in the container.

These and other objects of the invention,
which might hereinafter appear, are at-
tained in the embodiment of the invention
hereinafter disclosed, reference being had to
the following description and to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part of this
specification.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a sectional view through the re-
ceptacle having the present invention' ap-
plied thereto;

Fig. 2 is a plan view, partly broken away,
of the improved follower; ‘

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of
Rig. 2; i

Iig. 4 is'a detail view of the retaining stud
applied to the container; and )

Fig. 5 is a detail plan view of the pivoted
arm for supporting the follower. i

Referring to the drawings in detail, the
container 10 may be a pail having sloping
side walls 12 and a bottom 11.

The follower 13 constructed according to
the present invention is positioned within
the container 10 above the bottom 11 and is
adapted to be supported therein at various
levels above the bottom by the supporting
means which will be later described. The

follower 13 comprises a comparatively. rigid
portion 15 of heavy card-board or any other
suitable material, such as wood or metal, and
a resilient rim portion 16.

‘The resilient rim portion comprises pref-
erably one or more portions 17 and 18 in
superimposed relation, as shown in Figs. 2
gmd 3. Each rim portion 17 or 18 has an
nner continuous portion 19, 20, respectively,
and an outer radially slit portion 21,.22, re-
spectively.  ‘The inner continuous portions
19 and 20 of the resilient rim portions 17
and 18 are secured to the central rigid por-
tion’ 15 ‘preferably near the periphery
thereof, as shown more clearly in Fig. 8.
As shown more clearly by Fig. 2, the outer
rim portions 21 and 22 are radially slit so
that these portions comprise a plurality of
radial segments 23 and 24, respectively, in
overlapping relation. When in position in
the receptacle 10, the follower is disposed as
shown in Fig. 1, the resilient rim portion
thereof extending upwardly in close contig-

uous relation to the inner walls of the con-

tainer. It will be noted that this follower

having the resilient rim is of great advan-

tage in connection with a container having

slanting walls for the rim portion will be

i engagement with the walls whether the
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follower is disposed at the bottom or at the

top of the container. ‘

The supports for the follower 13 will now
be - described. These = supports comprise
standards 25 received within grooves 10’ in
the walls of the container 10. Fingers 26
are pivotally secured to the standards 25 and
are  supported in horizontal position by
standard portions 27.  The standards 25 are
circumferentially spaced in the walls of the
container 10, as shown by Fig. 1, and each
standard has a plurality of longitudinally
spaced fingers 26 which cooperate with the
fingers of the other standards to form a
plurality of shelves for the follower 18, the
latter being provided with a ribbon 14
whereby it can be raised to successive posi-
tions toward the top of the container as de-
sired.

Two or more retaining studs 28 are se-
cured externally of the container 10 near the
bottom thereof so that the container may be
conveniently held down while the follower
18 is being raised-therein.
may be secured by staples 29, as shown more
clearly by Fig. 4. Normally these studs 29
are arranged in contiguous relation to the

These -studs 28.
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walls of the container but when their use is
desired; they may be brought into the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. 1t is
then possible to stand on the studs to hold
the container from movement while the fol-
lower is raised. :

In view of the present disclosure, it is ap-
parvent that the follower member is of ex-
ceedingly simple construction and advanta-
geous in use. While the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention is shown herein, it is
apparent that certain changes may be made
in the construction and arrangement of
parts without departing from the spirit of
the invention,

Having thus described the invention, what

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent of the United States is:

1. A follower for use in a display com-
tainer or the like, comprising a rigid céntral
portion, and a resilient vim portion compris-
ing a peripheral portion having slits radially
disposed to form radial segments.

2. A follower for use in a display con-
tainer or the like, comprising a rigid central
portion, and a resilient rim portion compris-
ing a peripheral portion having radial slits
and an inner portion secured to said rigid
central portion.

3. A follower for use in a display con-
tainer or the like, comprising a central rigid
portion, -and a resilient rim portion com-

prising a plurality of superimposed periph-

eral portions. having slits forming radial
segments in each peripheral portion, the
segments of said superimposed portions be-
ing in overlapping relation.

4, A display container having a follower
therein and means for raising said follower
to various positions above the bottom of the
container, said follower comprising a central
rigid portion constituting a support for
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goods packed in the container and sold there-
from and a continuous inherently resilient
rim directly engaging the side walls of the
container.

5. A container having a plurality of
peripherally spaced longitudinally extend-
ing grooves, standards completely within
said grooves, a plurality of longitudinally
spaced pivoted fingers secured to said stand-
ards, and a follower adapted to be supported

in various positions above the bottom of the -

contalner on sald fingers and having a re-
silient vim directly engaging the inner walls
of the container for closing the peripheral

space between the follower and the container

walls.

6. A display container having a follower
therein, means for raising the follower above
the bottom of the container, and means to
permit the container to be held down while
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the follower is raised comprising a plurality .
of U-shaped members having lateral exten- -

. sions and staples embracing said lateral ex-

tensions secured to the external walls of the
container whereby to secure said U-shaped
nmembers in pivotal relation to the container
walls. b ‘
7. A display container having tapered
walls, a follower therein, means for raising
said follower to various positions above the
bottom of the container, means for support-
ing said follower in each of several posi-
tions above the container. bottom, said fol-
lower comprising- a rigid central portion
spaced from the container walls, and a re-
silient rim portion secired to said central
portion for closing the space between said
central portion and said container walls in
all positions of said follower in the container.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature. , e
ALEXANDER MacDOUGALL.
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