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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is an automatic analyzing device
used for dispensing a sample without bringing the end of
the sample probe into contact with the bottom of a reaction
vessel when the sample is discharged into the empty reac-
tion vessel, enabling longer lives of the sample probe and
the reaction vessel, and enabling the sample to be dis-
pensed with a stable dispensing accuracy. When a sample
is dispensed into a reaction vessel, a certain spacing be-
tween the sample probe and the bottom of the reaction ves-
sel provided, a set amount of the sample to be discharged is
not discharged at a time but dividedly discharged, a time
for the sample discharged onto the bottom of the reaction
vessel at the first discharge to wet the bottom and spread
thereover is provided, and the second discharge and be-
yond are performed after the sample wets the bottom of the
reaction vessel and spreads thereover. Therefore, the sam-
ple can be dispensed with a stable dispensing accuracy
without allowing the sample probe to take part of the sam-
ple back.
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The invention of claim 1, the invention of claim 7 and the invention
of claim 10 have a common matter of "an automatic analyzer comprising:
a probe for ejecting a liquid; a container for containing the liquid
to be ejected from said probe; a syringe mechanism for controlling said
probe by dividing said liquid, thereby to eject said liquid (one or)
more times - - -".

However, the aforementioned commonmatter is not the special technical
feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, as based
on the Patent Cooperation Treaty, since it makes no contribution over
the prior art, as disclosed in JP 6-249861, for example.

With the discussion being in mind, there are investigated the special
technical features of the invention of claim 1, the invention of claim
7 and the inventionof claim10. It isadmittedthat the special technical
feature of the invention of claim 1 is "that the distance between the
tip of said probe and the bottom of said container is controlled so that
the specimen discharged from said probe at the first of a plurality of
discharges may contact the bottom face of said container".

Meanwhile, the special technical feature of the invention of claim
7 is that the action of said probe is controlled on the basis of the
detected value of said pressure sensor after the first of the discharges
divided into a plurality", and the special technical feature of the
invention of claim 10 is that, when the liquid is dispensed from said
probe into saidcontainer, the liquidsdividedintoplurality are stepwise
dispensed by using said first and second dispense control methods™.

Hence, the aforementioned individual inventions do not comply with
the requirement of unity of invention, since they have different special
technical features.

From the reasoning thus far made, it cannot be said that the invention
of claim 1 and claims 2-6, 8 and 9 dependent on claim 1, the invention
of claim 7, and the invention of claim 10 and claim 11 dependent on claim
10 do not have the same or corresponding special technical features any
more so that the aforementioned individual inventions do not comply with
the requirement of unity of inventions, as specified by PCT Rule 13.1
on the basis of the Patent Cooperation Treaty.
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