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This invention relates to devices for leveling
bietures, furniture, angd the like, and in particu-
lar a base having spaced upwardly extended arms
with hooks on the upper ends of the arms and
with a spirit level or the like on the base where-
by with the hooks resting upon the upper edge
of a picture frame, cabinet, or other article of
furniture the level shows whether or not ths
picture frame or article of furniture is level.

The purpose of this invention is to provide a
leveling device that is particularly adapted for
domestic use and with which pictures, furniture
and other articles may readily bhe adjusted to
level positions.

Spirit levels and levels of other types have
been provided in varioug forms and different de-
vices have been used in combination with level-
ing elements. However, the conventional type
of spirit level is not adapted for convenient use
upon a picture frame or other device having g
comparatively thin molding on the upper edge.
With this thought in mind this invention con-
templates a bracket having a level permanently
mounted thereon and having hooks extended from

the upper ends of upwardly extended arms where- ©;

by the hooks may be placed over the upper edge
of a picture frame or molding of g cabinet with
the base depending therefrom whereby one may
readily determine when the device is in a level
position, )

The object of this invention is, therefore, to
provide means for forming a bracket whereby
hooks on the ends of arms extended upwardly
from the ends thereof may suspend the bracket
from a picture frame or the like so that a spirit
level on the bracket will be positioned in a plane
parallel to the upper edge of the picture frame.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
spirit level bracket having spaced upwardly ex-
tended arms in which the arms fold to nested
positions upon the base of the bracket to facilitate
storing the device in a case or the like,

A further object of the invention is to provide
a bracket having a spirit level incorporated there-
in with meang for suspending the bracket from
the upper edge of a picture frame or the like, in
which the bracket is of a simple and economical
construction.

With these and other objects and advantages
in view the invention embodies g plate forming
a base, g spirit level mounted on the base, and
upwardly extended arms having hooks on the up-
ber ends hinged to the ends of the base.

Other features and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear from the following description
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taken in connection with the drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view illustrating
the spirit level bracket and showing the bracket
in position upon the upper edge of a picture
frame. .

Figure 2 is a view showing an end elevation
of the bracket and showing a picture frame upon
which the bracket is mounted in section.

Figure 3 is a plan view of the bracket.

Figure 4 is g front elevational view similar to
that shown in Fig. 1 showing the hinged arms at
the ends of the bracket nested upon the base..

‘Figure 5 shows a rear elevational view of g
bracket similar to the bracket shown ‘in Fig. 1
and illustrating a modification wherein a. spac-
ing tongue is slidably mounted on the base of
the bracket.

Figure 6 is a plan view
in Fig, 5.

Referring now to the drawing wherein like ref-
erence characters denote corresponding parts the
improved spirit level bracket of thig invention in-
cludes a base {8 having arms i and 12 hinged
to sections 13 and i4, respectively at the ends of
the base with hinges {5 and 18, and a spirit level,
as indicated by the numeral 7 mounted on the
base,

As illustrated in Pig. 2, the width of the arms
{1 and 12 extends from the outer edge 18 of the
base 10 to the point | 9, which is substantially
midway of the width of the base whereby an ex-
tended edge 28 of the base is positioned to en-
gage the outer surface of a glass panel 21 of a
picture frame 22 with hooks 23 on the upper ends
of the arms (i and (2 resting upon the upper
edge of the picture frame.

The extended ends of the hooks 23 are pro-
vided with projections 24 to prevent the arms .
slipping from the picture frame ahd the other
surfaces  of the arms are formed with sloping
sections 25.

With the parts positioned in this manner the
bracket is suspended from the upper rail of the
picture frame and the extended edge 28 of the
base contacts the glass panel of the frame where-
by the base is held in g substantially horizontal
bosition.

The spirit level 17 is positioned between blocks
25 and 27 on the upper surface of the hase 10
with the rounded ends of the tubular glass mem-
ber of the spirit level extended into recesses in
the blocks, as indicated with the dotted lineg and
with the lower edge of the tubular glass mem-
ber extended into the upper surface of the base
10. It will be understood, however, that the

of the bracket shown
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spirit level may be mounted on the base by other
suitable means.

The section 14 of the base, as illustrated in Figs.
1 and 4, is longer than the section 13 so that the
arms i1 and 12 fold to nested positions as shown
in Fig. 4.

In the design illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 a base
30 having arms 31 and 32 pivotally connected to
the extensions 33 and 34 thereof with pins 35 and
36, respectively, is provided with rails 37 and 33
in which a tongue 39 is slidably mounted and the
tongue, which is provided with a projection &9

is frictionally held by a resilient element 41 posi- -

tioned in a recess 42 below the tongue 39. By this
means the tongue is frictionally held so that it
may be extended to compensate for frames having
a large overhang or where the distance from the
outer edge of the picture frame to the glass is
greater than that of the section of the base, such
as between the points 19 and 20 shown in ig. 2.
In this design the base 30 is provided with a
- glass tube 83 having liquid with a bubble therein
and the tube is mounted on the base with blocks
44 and 45, similar to the blocks 26 and 27. The
arms 31 and 32 of the device illustrated in Figs.
‘5 and 6 are provided with hooks 46 and 41, which
are similar to the hooks 23, shown in Fig. 2.
With the parts arranged in this manner the
leveling device of this invention may be folded
with the parts in nested positions for storage and
when it is desired to use the device the arms are
opened to the position shown in Figs. 1 and 5
_whereby hooks on the upper ends thereof may be
.positioned over the upper edge of a picture frame
or over s molding or other part of an article of
furniture or the like, and with the bracket sus-
pended in this manner the picture frame or article
of furniture may readily be adjusted to a level
position.
The plate providing the base 18 or the base 38
and also the arms and hooks may be formed of
-plastic, wood, metal or other suitable material.
It will be understood that modifications with-
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in the scope of the appended claims may be made
in the design and arrangement of the parts with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. In a bracket for leveling picture frames and
the like, the combination which comprises a plate
having an extended edge and with upwardly ex-
tended sections of unegual length on the ends,
arms of unequal length with hooks extended from
the upper ends extended upwardly from the sec-
tions at the ends of the plate, and means hinging
said arms to the upwardly extended sections at
the ends of the plate.

2. A bracket comprising a plate providing a
base, a long upwardly extending section on one
end of the base, a short upwardly extending sec-
tion on the other end of the base, a pair of spaced
upwardly extended arms with hooks on the upper
ends hinged to the upper ends of the sections,
one of said arms being a long arm which is
hingedly connected to the short section, and the
other of said arms being a short arm which is
hingedly connected to the long section whereby
due to the unequal length of said sections and
said arms, said arms may be folded into nested
relation with each other on said plate, and a
tongue slidably mounted on the plate and posi~
tioned to extend beyond an edge thereof to coact
with the hooks for positioning the bracket on the
edge of a picture frame, article of furniture, or

- the like.

CARL H. DUNN.
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