Feb. 16, 1971 "R. A. BURTOVN ET AL 3,562,838

DISPOSABLE PAINT APPLIGATOR

Filed Jan. 23. 1969

32 36 05 F |G |

38 a FIG 3
/ /

34 \t’é///

97//////////////////////////////“?“ ////////
32 /*Z/ oA //// LR

26 30

INVENTORS

RUSSEL A. BURTON
JOHN 1. MAXIM '

M&’%

. ATTORNEY

BY



United States Patent O

3,562,838
Patented Feb. 16, 1971

~
1CC

1

3,562,838
DISPOSABLE PAINT APPLICATOR

Russell A. Burton, Sounthbridge, and John I. Maxim,

Leominster, Mass., assignors to Hyde Manufacturing

Company, Southbridge, Mass., a corporation of Massa-

chusetts .

Filed Jan. 23, 1969, Ser. No. 793,327
Int. Cl. Ad6b 15/00

U.S. CL 15—244 2 Claims

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

Disposable paint applicator comprising a laminated
cardboard handle, a thin flexible plastic tang adhesively
secured thereto, the tang and a portion of the handle be-
ing embedded and adhesively secured to a block of foamed
cellular plastic material having a beveled free edge for
the application of paint.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There have been many throw-away paint spreaders.
Some have a disposable foamed cellular paint-spreading
member detachably connected with respect to a permanent
handle so that when the paint spreader is desired to be
disposed of, it is detached from the handle and a new
paint spreader is applied. This is unnecessarily expensive
and in many cases it is a messy job to change the paint
spreaders. Other forms have been foamed or cellular
plastic paint spreaders permanently attached for instance
to a .wooden handle or the like. Such spreaders are rea-
sonably in expensive but in order to maintain a low price,
the wooden handle has to be in the form of a dowel stick
which is unsightly and is sometimes awkward to manipu-
late in spreading the paint. Still other forms of disposable
paintbrushes have been suggested, but in all cases there
has been an element of expensiveness or awkwardness
inherent in these devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an extremely inexpen-
sive, easily manipulated and convenient paint spreader
through the use of a block of foamed cellular paint-
spreading material having a free beveled edge and having
a slot or recess in the opposite edge in which is perma-
nently mounted preferably by adhesive means a cardboard
handle which is easy and convenient to use. This spreader
is so inexpensive that once used it can be thrown away.

The cardboard handle comprises three main layers ad-
hesively secured together, the two outer layers being slight-
ly longer than the inner layer, leaving a gap, and in this
gap there is received and permanently secured the rear
edge portion of a generally flexible plastic paint applicator
stiffener which is rigid enough to be self-sustaining but is
easily flexed in the action of spreading paint, so that the
action is very similar to that of a paintbrush using fila-
ments. The plastic member may be referred to as a “tang”
and has a free edge located inside the foam cellular plas-
tic paint application and extends generally throughout
the same except at the beveled edge.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view illustrating the
invention;
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FIG. 2 is a plan view, partly in section thereof, and
FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view illustrating the
joint between the plastic tang and the cardboard handle.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

The reference numeral 10 indicates a paint spreader or
applicator comprising a block of foamed spongy cellular
plastic material of a type which is well known in the art
and has been used heretofore for spreading paint. This
block is flat as shown and generally square or rectangular
having a free beveled edge at 12 for the purpose of spread-
ing the paint.

In the present case the paint applicator 10 has a rear
edge 14 which is square cut and is provided with an in-
wardly directed, centrally located slot indicated at 16, this
slot being rectangular and elongated, the entrance thereof
being indicated at 18 and the terminal or closed end por-
tion thereof being indicated at 20.

The reference numeral 22 indicates the handle by which
the paint applicator 10 is to be manipulated. This handle
comprises in general three main laminations or super-
posed members which may be cut out in the shape of a
handle, see FIG. 2, comprising a pair of outer members
24 and 26 which are alike, and an inner member 28 which
is similar in shape to members 24 and 26 but is shorter
as indicated at the terminal portion 30 thereof, see partic-
ularly FIGS. 2 and 3, leaving a gap at the forward end
portion of the handle.

In this gap there is inserted a plastic stiffening tang 32.
This plastic tang is flexible but rigid enough to be self-
sustaining and its purpose is to stiffen the paint applicator
10 so that it will bend approximately at a terminal line
34, this representing the innermost extent of the card-
board members 24 and 26. The plastic tang 32 is approxi-
mately the thickness of the center lamination 28 as shown
in FIG. 3, leaving narrow spaces 36, 36 at either side of
the tang 32 and the side walls of the pocket cut into the
foamed cellular paint applicator 10. This increases the
softness of the paint applicator but at the same time of
course the flexible plastic strip 32 maintains 2 certain de-
gree of rigidity for the paint applicator which would not
otherwise be present.

In assembling the parts of the present paint applicator,
pressure or heat-sensitive adhesive material 38, 38 may
be, applied to the inmer surfaces of the laminations 24
and 26, and when the plastic member 32 and the inner
cardboard member 28 are assembled, they therefore auto-
matically stick together forming a unit which is then
thrust into the recess in the cellular plastic paint applica-
tor 10 through the opening at 18, the free forward edge
40 of the plastic strip 32 coming to rest on the lower edge
or bottom 20 of the recess in the paint applicator.

The laminated construction of the handle lends itself to
the use of plywood in three layers, instead of cardboard,
and the handle might also be made of plastic in the same
shape with a gap for the tang, as shown and described.

A staple 40 may be used to mechanically secure the
parts if this extra securement should be desired. The points
42 of this staple flare out away from each other.

We claim:

1. A paint applicator comprising a free-ended handle
and a slotted spongy cellular plastic paint applying mem-
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ber in the form of a block attached to said handle at the
opposite end thereof; '
said handle comprising a generally three-part laminate
member, the laminations thereof being generally co-
extensive at the free end of the handle, the central
lamination being shorter than the two outside mem-
‘bers at the paint applying end of the handle,
and a plastic tang located in the gap afforded by said
shorter central lamination, said shorter central mem-
ber having an end forming a stop to locate said plas-
tic tang at its inner end, the tang extending from the
paint applying end of the handle and into the slot in
the spongy cellular paint applying member,
and mechanical means securing the handle to the tang.
2. The paint applicator of claim 1 wherein the handle
and tang are adhesively intersecured.
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