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Ehis investics Seiates to advertising oveities 
Anaking use of giashlights or fasiilarips of the 
kind in which the electrical circa eWeen an 
incandescent ia: rap aid the battery is adapted to 
be completed at will. . 
The invention provides mea is for readering 

visible normally invisible indicia, such as advertis 
ing matter or the like. To this end, a screen is 
adapted to be disposed in a form which can be 
distributed as a novelty, carried on the person or 
in the hand and actuated at will, between a 
Source of illumination and a translucent portion 
of a compact container for a source of energy. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of normally visible advertising indicia, the visibil 
ity of which is accentuated at will. Accordingly, 
a shield or the like may have printed or otherwise 
depicted on its outer surface suitable indicia or 
other advertising media and which is placed ad 
jacent or proximate the inner wall of a light 
transmitting head of the container of this inven 
tion. The head and the shield may be concentric 
with a source of light. In any event, when such 
source of light, which may take the form of a 
lamp, is illuminated, the advertising indicia which 
had theretofore been visible to a predetergained 
degree through the wall of the head becomes 
more clearly visible or pronolaced. 

in another aspect of the inventiox, it is sought 
to provide a portable advertising novelty having 
indicia normally visible through a light transmit 
ting portion thereof and additional indicia not 
normally visible but which, at will, is caused to be 
visible through the head upon the illumination of 
a lamp therewithin. To this end, indicia, Enay 
be inscribed upon the inner surface of a screen 
which is therefore not normally visible through 
the light transmitting portion but which, when 
the lamp is illuminated, clearly shows through 
the light transmitting portion. 
Yet another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of an instrumentality by which one indicia 
may be always visible while the second indicia 
is only visible at will. To this end, the screen 
between a translucent portion and the lamp may 
have on its outer or remote surface one indicia. 
and on its inner surface a second indicia, the 
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second indicia being visible at all times through 
the translucent head while the indicia, on the in 
ner surface of the screen being visible only when 
the lamp is illuminated, said indicia being prefer 
ably in non-registering relation. 
The portable advertising novelty according to 

the present invention may comprise a tubular 
casing having integral therewith or removably at 

partly in elevation showing a casing having 

(C. 40-130) 
tached thereto a light transmitting head or enclo 
sure for the end, said enclosure being, if desired, 
formed with an opening axially thereof permitting 
the passage of light rays with undininished in 
tensity. Also, if desired, that portion of the er:- S 
closure surrounding the opening may take the 
form of an annular ring or shoulder overlapping 
and engaging the lamp or the enciosure may have 
a concave Socket fashioned at its advance endi to 
receive and snugly engage the most advanced end 20 
of the lamp and permit the passage of light rays 
with diminished intensity. . 
These and other objects of the inventioi anti 

the means for their attainment will be more 
apparent from the following detailed description, 5 
taken in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing illustrating one embodiment by which the in 
vention may be realized and in which: ... 

Figure 1 is a view in longitudinal section and light 2 
transmitting portion to which the present 
tion is applied; ... : 

Figure 2 is a view of the screen havin ta 
tising indicia on the proximate face thereo and 
advertising indicia on the face remote thereof, ges 
the former being indicated in full lines while the 
advertising on the rear face is indicated in broken 
lines; 
Figure 3 is a view showing the upper portion of 

the Figure 1 disclosure in outside elevation as it 3G 
would appear with the advertising screen of Fig 
are 2 in place, but with the lamp not illuminated; 
and 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 but show 
ing the advertising indicia of Figure 2 as it would 85 
appear through the head when the lamp is ill 
luminated. 
The container or casing of the advertising now 

elty of this invention comprises generally a tubul 
lar member 6 adapted to contain a dry. ceil or 40 
battery 8 and composed of any convenient ma 
terial, metallic or non-metallic, opaque or light 
transmitting to any degree. The end of the 
casing is shown as integral there with, but it. Wii, 
be obvious that the end ) can be made as a sepa- 45 
rate entity and when removable, as will readily 
be appreciated, the battery 8 may be inserted and 
removed from the end. Also such a renovable 
end C may serve, as it is advanced on the casing 
6, to advance the battery 8 to bring its central st 
terminal 2 into contact with the central ter 
minal. 4 of a lamp to complete the circuit and ill 
luminate the lamp. The casing 6 may have inte 
gral with it a light transmitting head or enclo 
sure 6 or the casing may be formed with inter- sis 

  

  

  

  



2 
engaging instrumentalities, such as the threads 
l, adapted to engage cooperating interengaging 
instrumentalities such as the threads 20 on the 
head 6 whereby the head is renovably mounted 
on the casing B, In the illustrated embodiment, 
the movement of the head it axially of the cas 
ing 6 will serve to carry, in a manner hereinafter 
explained, the lamp 22 downwardly towards the 
battery 8 so that its central terminal 4 is brought 
into electrical connection with the central ter 
minal 2 of the battery 8 to complete the circuit 
through the lamp. 
In the illustrated embodiment, the head or cas 

ing 6 is shown as formed with a substantially 
cylindrical portion 24 conveniently of major di 
ameter. 
The lamp may be supported in the casing in 

various ways within the purview of this inven 
tion. As shown, an expansible member, Such as 
the coil spring 26, engages one terminal of the 
lamp. In this instance, the threaded terminal 
28 is received in one end of the coil spring. The 
other end of the coil spring is of larger diameter 
so that it contacts with the rim of the cup elec 
trode of the battery 8, thereby completing the 
electrical connection between the cell and lamp 
terminals while at the same time separating the 
respective central terminals 4 and 2 of the 
lamp and battery. The circuit is completed by 
bringing the said central terminals of the lamp 
ahd battery into contact with one another, as will 
be understood. One means for So doing is illus 
trated in Figure 1 wherein the translucent globe 
6 may be screwed down into the casing 6 carry 

ing the lamp therewith and bringing the termi 
nals 4 and 2 into electrical contact. Obviously, 
any other means of completing the electrical cir 
cuit is equally applicable to illuminate the Screen 
of Figure 2 and the invention is not to be deemed 
limited to the circuit closer disclosed nor to the 
disclosed manner of supporting the lamp. 
As shown, the light transmitting portion 6 of 

the casing 6-f6 is formed in the end portion 30 
with an opening 32 axially thereof permitting 
the passage of light rays from the lamp to the 
exterior with undiminished intensity. The aper 
ture may, if desired, be defined inwardly by an 
annular ring or shoulder 34 surrounding the 
opening and overlapping and engaging the lamp 
or otherwise shaped so that the enclosure 6 is 
fashioned at its advance end as a concave socket 
to receive and snugly engage the most advanced 
end of the lamp. The enclosure 6 may be of 
glass or other material which permits the passage 
of light rays with diminished intensity, compara 
tively speaking, and may have any shape or 
configuration desired. Obviously, the lamp could 
be otherwise supported as by a lamp socket car 
ried with the casing 6, as well understood in the 
art. 
Between the lamp 22 and the wall of the en 

closure 6 is disposed the screen 36 of this in 
vention. In the illustrated embodiment, the in 
ner surface of this wall is cylindrical or substan 
tially so with the lamp flament at the axis of 
the cylinder. A circular slot 38 may be formed 
in the end 30 to receive and position the upper 
edge of the screen 36. If the Screen. is of Some 
kinds of paper, for instance, or of a cellulosic 
derivative, its inherent stiffness or elasticity Will 
cause the screen to tend to unroll and thus hold 
it smoothly against the surface 24. If desired, 
however, retaining means may be provided such 
as a readily removable and preferably expansible 
and split ring or band 40, 4 having one edge off 

8,60,864 
set with respect to the other so that while the 
portion 40 of largest diameter snugly engages the 
wall 24, the portion 4 is offset and forms a 
socket or shoulder receiving and supporting the 
lower edge of the screen . If the ring is not 
expansible or split, it may be secured in position 
either by adhesive or by, say, a bayonet slot joint 
if removability thereof is a factor. 
The screen 3 is light transmitting to that de 

gree necessary to afford a contrast with the rela 
tively opaque indicia. On one face, say, the Outer 
face, substantially opaque indicia may be de 
picted as indicated at 2. Depending on the 
translucent characteristics of the envelope 6, the 
indicia 42 will be visible or discernible from the 
Outside, as viewed in Figure 3, even though the 
lamp is not illuminated. Of course, such indicia 
Will be even more clearly visible with a source of 
light therebehind. 
The screen 36 may also have substantially 

opaque indicia. 44 On the inner or rear face (as 
viewed) thereof preferably in non-registering 
relationship. Due to the opacity of the screen, 
the indicia will or can be not visible if the lamp 
is not illuminated, the effect being as shown in 
Figure 3. When, however, the lamp is illumi 
nated, the indicia 44 will be clearly visible along 
with the indicia 42 as illustrated in Figure 4. 

Striking effects may be obtained by this inven 
tion. Trade slogans, trade-marks and other ad 
vertising matter may alternately be made visible 
and invisible as the lamp circuit is alternately 
closed and opened and also obtained where de 
signs or portions thereof, visible at all times, are 
Completed or Supplemented by the lighting Of the 
lamp. A device of the character described has 
considerable advertising appeal when given away 
as a favor, for instance, at a banquet, to adver 
tise a particular product and creates immediate 
interest in the way the advertising matter can be 
brought to view at will during the progress of 
the banquet, and as it can be readily made to fit 
the vest pocket, it can be carried home from the 
banquet in the pocket of the guest and is use 
ful as a Source of illumination to find the keyhole 
when the guest reaches his home. 
Warious modifications will occur to those skilled 

in the art in the composition, configuration and 
disposition of the component elements going to 
make up the invention as a whole and no limi 
tation is intended by the phraseology of the 
foregoing specification or illustrations in the ac 
companying drawing, except as indicated in the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an advertising novelty, in combination, 

a battery containing casing and a lamp, a bat 
tery in said casing, an integral light transmitting 
Support and enclosure for the lamp surround 
ing the same at one end thereof, said support and 
enclosure being formed with an opening axially 
thereof, the portion of the enclosure surround 
ing the opening forming an annular ring Over 
lapping and engaged by the lamp and transmit 
ting light rays with diminished intensity and 
comprising an interior surface, a light transmit 
ting sheet-like screen, substantially opaque in 
dicia on the respective surfaces of said screen in 
non-registering relation, means to support said 
screen in contact with said interior surface and 
resilient means between the lamp and the bat 
tery and engageable with each for maintaining 
the lamp in engagement with said annular ring. 

2. In an advertising novelty, in combination, 
a battery containing casing and a lamp, an in 
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tegral light transmitting support and enclosure 
for the lamp surrounding the same at one end 
thereof, said enclosure being formed with an 
Opening axially thereof providing a seat to re 
ceive one end of said lamp and comprising an 
interior surface, a light transmitting sheet-like 
Screen, Substantially opaque indicia on the re 
spective surfaces of said Screen in non-register 
ing relation, means to support said screen 
against said interior surface, a battery in said 
casing, and means for Supporting, the other end 
of the lamp and for electrically connecting it 
with the battery, 

3. In an advertising novelty, in combination, 
a body comprising a battery containing casing 
and a lamp, a battery in said casing, an integral 
light transmitting support and enclosure for the 
lamp surrounding the same at One end thereof, 
said enclosure being formed with an opening ax 
ially thereof, the portion of the enclosure Sur 
rounding the opening forming an annular ring 
to provide a seat Overlapping and engaged by 
the lamp and transmitting light rays with di 
minished intensity and comprising an interior 
Surface, a light transmitting sheet-like Screen, 
substantially opaque indicia on at least one sur 
face of said screen, means to Support said screen 
in juxtaposition to said interior surface and re 
silient means positioned between the lamp and 
the battery and engageable with each, for main 
taining the lamp in engagement with said an 
nular ring. 

4. In an advertising novelty, in combination, a 
body comprising a battery containing casing and 
a lamp, a battery in said casing, an integral 
light transmitting support and enclosure for the 
lamp Surrounding the same at one end thereof, 
Said enclosure being formed with an opening ax 
ially thereof permitting the passage of light rays 
with undiminished intensity and forming a seat 
for one end of said lamp, the portion of the en 
closure surrounding the opening transmitting 
light rays with diminished intensity and com 
prising an interior surface, a light transmitting 
sheet-like screen, substantially opaque indicia on 
at least one surface of said Screen, means to sup 
port said Screen in contact with said interior 
Surface and means for Supporting the other end 
of Said lamp in Operative relationship with the 
upper end of said battery. 

proportions having, in combination, a battery 
containing casing comprising a light transmit 
ting portion defining an enclosure and a light 
source within said enclosure, a light transmitting 
screen between said light source and said por 
tion, substantially opaque indicia on the respec 
tive surfaces of said screen and means to illumi 
nate Said light source to render the indicia 
nearest said light source readily visible to sup 
plement said indicia on the other surface. 

6. An advertising novelty of pocket flashlight 
proportions having, in combination, a battery 
containing casing comprising a light transmit 
ting portion, a light source within said portion, 
a sheet-like light transmitting screen between 
the light source and said portion and substan 
tially opaque indicia on the respective surfaces. 
of said screen in non-registering relation. 

7. In an advertising novelty, in combination, a 

3 
cylindrical, pocket-size casing comprising a light 
transmitting portion forming a closure for one 
end of said casing, a light source within said por 
tion, a light transmitting screen between the 
light source and said portion and substantially 
opaque indicia on the respective surfaces of Said 
Screen in non-registering relation. 

8. In an advertising novelty, in combination, 
a battery containing casing adapted to be readily 
carried by the user comprising a light transmit 
ting portion defining an enclosure, a light source 
within said enclosure, and substantially opaque 
indicia on the outer surface of said portion and 
substantially opaque indicia adjacent the inner 
surface of said portion to complement said first 
indicia when said light source is energized. 

9. In an advertising novelty, in combination, 
a pocket-sized, substantially cylindrical casing 
comprising a light transmitting portion forming 
a closure for one end of said casing and defin 
ing a hollow interior, a light source within Said 
portion, a light transmitting screen between the 
light source and said portion and Substantially 
opaque indicia on the respective surfaces of Said 
screen, and annular supporting means carried 
by said light transmitting portion and engage 
able with one edge of Said light transmitting 
screen for holding said Screen in place, the in 
dicia nearest said light source being readily visi 
ble when said light source is energized, whereby 
this indicia supplements the indicia on the other 
surface. 

10. A pocket-size advertising novelty and 
flashlight, comprising in combination a substan 
tially cylindrical casing, a light transmitting 
head positioned in one end of Said casing and 
having a hollow interior, a lamp positioned in 
the interior of said light transmitting head, a 
light transmitting screen, provided with sub 
stantially opaque indicia. On the respective sur 
faces thereof, said Screen being positioned with 
in the hollow interior of and between the light 
transmitting head and the lamp, a battery in 
said casing and a spring engageable with the 
lamp base and the top of the battery for nor 
mally pressing them apart to break the circuit 
of the flashlight, the indicia nearest said lamp 
being readily visible when said lamp is ener 
gized, whereby this indicia supplements the in 
dicia on the other side of the surface. 

5. An advertising novelty of pocket flashlight , 11. In an advertising novelty, in combination, 
a body comprising a battery containing casing 
and a lamp having a globe, a battery in said cas 
ing, a light transmitting enclosure for the lamp 
Surrounding one end thereof, said enclosure be 
ing formed with an opening axially thereof per 
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mitting the passage of light rays with undimin 
ished intensity, means within said enclosure for 
supporting the globe end of said lamp, that por 
tion of the enclosure surrounding the opening 
Serving to transmit light rays with diminished 
intensity and comprising an interior surface, 
a sheet-like screen mounted within said en 
closure, part of said Screen being opaque and part 
being translucent to define indicia when the 
lamp is lighted, and means for supporting the 
other end of said lamp in operative relationshi 
With the upper end of said battery. 
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