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To all, Luhon, it naily concern: 
Be it known that I, ISAAC R. BELL, of 

Owensborough, in the county of Daviess, 
State of Kentucky, have invented certain new 

5 and useful Improvementsin a Combined Lad 
der and Scaffold, of which the following is a 
complete specification, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings. 
One object of my invention is to produce 

Io improvements in combined scaffolds and lad 
ders Whereby a scaffold of special stability 
may be readily constructed, to the platform 
of which access may be gained by the end 
members, Which are in the shape of ladders. 

I5. Another object of my invention is to ren 
der available the end members as independ 
ent ladders, which may be extensible, if pre 
ferred, and also for effecting various combi 
nations in SCaffolds having different eleva 

20 tions and adapted to sustain one or more plat 
forms. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure I is 
a, perspective view of one of the base mem 
bers of my scaffold provided with a platform 

25 that is adapted to support it against the side 
of a house or other structure, for example. 
Fig II is a perspective view of one of the ex 
tension members of my scaffold detached. 
Fig. III is a perspective view of one of the 

3o base members and one of the extension mem 
bers united, but with platforms omitted. Fig. 
IVisa, perspective view of a pair of base mem 
bers and extension members united and sup 
porting between them two platforms. In this 

35 figure also leg extensions upon the base mem 
bers are illustrated. Fig. W is a sectional 
view illustrating the mode of uniting one of 
the base members and an extension member 
With an intermediate platform. 

4o Referring to the figures on the drawings, 
1 and 2 indicate, respectively, the two side 
pieces of the base members of my scaffold. 
They are preferably obliquely disposed to 
Ward each other, so as to afford a broad base, 

45 and are united, as by cross-pieces 3, which 
Serve at the same time to form them into a stiff 
frame, and also being disposed at regular 
intervals to constitute a ladder, by means 

whereof access may be gained to the scaffold 
when the base member is employed in the 5o 
construction of the same. 

Between the side pieces 1 and 2 and secured 
to the cross-pieces 3 provide parallel guide 
strips 4, whose inner edges are in alinement 
with the tapered faces 5 of the upper ends of 55 
the side pieces 1 and 2. These guide-pieces 
serve to hold an extension member (see Fig. 
II), in place upon the base member. 
The extension member is a ladder com 

posed of side pieces 6 and 7, respectively, 6o 
united by rungs 8. The outer faces of the 
side pieces 6 and 7 are parallel and of a width 
which enables them to fit snugly between the 
tapered faces 5 and guide-strips 4 when the 
extension member and base member are 65 
united, as illustrated, for example, in Fig. III. 
The extension member is provided with 

hooks 9, which, overlapping the cross-pieces 
3, as illustrated clearly in Fig. V, for exam 
ple, afford means for adjusting the extension 7o 
member to any desired height upon the base 
member. Each base member is provided with 
a retaining member 10, preferably pivoted, 
as indicated at 11, to the outer faces of the 
side pieces 1 and 2. This retaining member 75 
assists the hooks 9 in holding the extension 
member upon the base member. 

12 indicates a bracket which is secured, as 
indicated at 13, to the side pieces 1 and 2 
and which, extending outwardly, terminates 8o 
in a loop 14. The loop is defined by upper 
and lower cross-pieces 15 and 16, respectively, 
between which is inserted in practice a plat 
form17. The platform wheninserted through 
the loop 14 is held in place by the retaining 85 
member 10, which performs this function in 
dependently of or in connection with the pre 
viously-described function of supporting the 
extension member. 

In the simplest combination in which the 9o 
base member may be utilized, as illustrated 
in Fig. I, the platform 17 is inserted in the 
loop 14 and held in position by the retaining 
member 10, in which position the combined 
platform and base member may be utilized as 95 
a short scaffold by resting the end of the plat 
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form projecting beyond the loop 14 against 
the wall of a house or similar structure with 
out employment of other means of support. 
Each extension member is provided with a 

bracket 19, secured, as indicated at 20, to the 
side pieces 6 and 7, respectively, of the ex 
tension member. The bracket 19 corresponds 
in every respect with the brackets 12 above 
described and is, like it, provided with a plat 
form-retaining loop 21. Each bracket is pref 
erably provided with apertures 22, through 
which a bar 23 may be inserted. The bar 23 
serves to support a platform in the loop 21. 
In place of the bar 23 and apertures 22a swing 
ing retaining member similar to the retain 
ing member 10 might be substituted; but as 
the bracket 19 is designed only to support a 
platform 24 between bars or extension-frames, 
as illustrated in Fig. IV, and as the tension 
upon the platform in that combination is 
downward and toward the center there is no 
necessity to provide against end thrust in 
that form of scaffold than there is in the form 
illustrated in Fig. I and previously described. 

Referring further to the construction shown 
in Fig. IV, it may be observed that the struc 
ture shown therein comprehends a pair of 
base members and a pair of extension mem 
bers assembled there with, respectively. Each 
extension member is independently support 
ed upon its base member and one or more 
platforms 24 and 25 may be employed, so that 
workmen may work from the same scaffold 
on different levels at the same time. In Fig. 
IV also I illustrate extension-legs 26, which, 
being provided with downwardly-extending 
obliquely-disposed clefts 27, afford means for 
engaging links 2S upon the ends of the side 
pieces 1 and 2, respectively, of the base mem 
bers. By this means the length of the side 
pieces 1 and 2 may be securely and conven 
iently increased or shortened, as required. 

45 

What I claim is 
1. The combination with side pieces and 

cross-pieces constituting a frame, of a blacket 
secured to the side pieces, and a loop in the 
bracket adapted to support a platform, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. The combination with side pieces and 
cross-pieces constituting a frame, of a bracket 
secured to the side pieces, a loop in the pro 

jecting end of the bracket, and a retaining 
member upon the side pieces in allinement 
with the loop, substantially as and for the 
purpose specified. 

3. The combination with a pair of base mem 
bers provided with brackets, and loops in the 
ends of the brackets, of a platform extending 
between the base members through the loops, 
substantially as set forth. 

4. The combination with a pair of base mem 
bers provided with brackets, and loops in the 
ends of the brackets, of a platform extending 
between the base members through the loops, 
and retaining members upon the base mem 
bers adapted to coöperate with the loops for 
holding the platform in place within the loops, 
substantially as set forth. 

5. The combination with al pair of base mem 
bers and a pair of extension members adjust 
ably secured to the base members, respec 
tively, of brackets secured to the base mem 
bers and extension members, respectively, 
loops in the end of each bracket, and plat 
forms extending between the base members 
and the extension members, respectively, and 
through the loops of their respective brack 
ets, substantially as set forth. 

6. The combination with a base member, 
extension member adjustable thereon, and 
bracket upon the base member, of a retain 
ing member upon the base member in aline 
ment with the loop upon the bracket, and 
adapted to support the extension member in 
position, and also to hold the platform in 
serted through the loop, substantially as and 
for the purpose specified. 

7. The combination with a base member, 
provided with extensible legs, of a bracket 
upon the base member, a loop in the end of 
the bracket, and a retaining member in aline 
ment with the loop adapted to support upon 
the base member an extension member or 
platform within the loop of the bracket, or 
both, simultaneously, substantially as and for 
the purpose specified. 
In testimony of all which I have hereunto 

subscribed my name. 
ISAAC R. BELL. 

Witnesses: 
J. S. SMITH, 
A. DEAL. 
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