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BENJAMIN F. STEPHENSON, OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 
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1,297,413. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Mar. 18, 1919. 
Application filed April 30, 1918. Serial No. 231,612. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN F. STEPH 

ENsoN, a citizen of the United States, of the 
United States Navy, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Hair-Cut 
ters, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to hair cutters and 

the primary object of the invention is to 
provide a device of this character including 
a comb having a cutting blade associated 
therewith by means of which a person may 
readily cut or trim his own or another's hair. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character including a 
holder adapted to be detachably secured to 
a comb for the purpose of holding a cutting 
blade in proper position against the comb 
teeth. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character including a 
comb having a blade holder attached thereto, 
the construction of the holder being such 
that the blade can be readily removed there 
from without disturbing the position of the 
holder on the comb. 
The above and other objects and advan 

tages of this invention will be in part de 
scribed and in part understood from the 
following description of the present pre 
ferred embodiment, the same being illus trated in the accompanying drawings in 
which, Figure 1 is a perspective view partly in 
section showing the complete device. 

Fig. 2 is an edge view of the holder. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the holder 

showing the blade in position, and, 
Fig. 4 is an end view. 
In the drawings, the numeral 1 designates 

a comb of usual construction to which my 
invention is attached, and in the present in 
stance, the invention includes a U-shaped 
plate 2 securely clamped upon the comb by 
means of the resilient arms 3 and 4. Adja 
cent the lower edge thereof, the arm 3 of 
the plate is provided with a longitudinally 
extending raised portion 5 adapted for a 
purpose to be hereinafter set forth. 
Secured to the plate 2 is a blade locking 

member or clamp 6 which is also U-shaped 
and is provided on the lateral margins of 
its folded edge with outwardly dig 
tongues 7 which are adapted to be pas 
through spaced apertures 8 formed in the 
folded edge of the plate 2. One arm 9 of 

the clamp extends a considerable distance 
past the lower edge of the arm 3 of the plate 
to provide a clamping guard portion 10 and 
is provided just above said guard with an 
outwardly pressed raised portion 11 which is 
positioned adjacent the raised portion 5 and 
is so arranged that 5 rests in 11 at times. The 
opposite arm of the clamp is reduced to form 
a thumb piece 12 and is spaced from the arm 
4 by means of a flat spring 13 which has 
one end secured to the arm 4 and is doubled 
upon itself so that its opposite end engages 
the under surface of the thumb piece 12. 
The openings 8 which receive the tongues 

7 are made large enough to allow the clamp 
to have a slight pivotal movement, so that 
when the thumb piece 12 is forced outwardly 
by the spring 13 the guard 10 will be pressed 
in firmly against the arm 3. The cutting 
blade is indicated at 14 and is adapted to be 
engaged with the arm 3 below the raised 
portion 5 and is held firmly in engagement 
with said arm by means of the guard 10 
which is pressed against the blade and forces 
the sharpened edge thereof firmly against 
the teeth of the comb as shown to advantage 
in Fig. 4. To position the blade, the thumb 
piece 12 is pressed inwardly against the ac 
tion of the spring 13 thus spacing the guard 
10 from the arm 3 and allowing the blade to be placed therebetween. The raised portion 
5 forms an abutment which engages the blade 
to prevent vertical movement of the same 
during the operation of the device. 

In using my device, the comb is taken in 
one hand and passed through the hair in 
the same manner as if combing the same, 
the blade carried by the comb cutting a cer 
tain amount of the hair every time it is 
moved therethrough and the cutting action 
of the device can be varied by changing the 
angle at which the device is held when being 
moved through the hair. 

It is to be understood that I have shown 
and described only the preferred embodi 
ment of my invention and that I reserve the 
right to make such changes in the construc 
tion and arrangement of the several parts 
thereof as may come within the scope of the. 
appended claims without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. 
I claim:- 
1. A hair cutter, including in combination 

a comb, a U-shaped plate received on said 
comb and provided on one side with a lon 
gitudinally extending raised portion, a blade 
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'shaped clamp having 

s 

engaged with said plate beneath said raised 
portion, and a clamp to hold said blade in 
engagement with said plate. 

2. A hair cutter, including in combination 
a comb, a U-shaped plate received on said 
comb and having one side thereof provided 
with a longitudinally extending raised por 
tion, a blade engaged with said side beneath 
said raised portion, and a U-shaped clamp 
having its folded edge pivotally secured to 
the folded edge of said plate and adapted 
to hold the blade in engagement therewith. 

3. A hair cutter, including in combination 
a comb, a U-shaped plate received on said 
comb and provided on one side with a longi 
tudinally extending raised portion, a U 

its folded edge piv 
otally secured to the folded edge of said 

20 
plate, a blade engaged with one side of said 
plate beneath said raised portion and adapt 
ed to be held in engagement therewith by one side of said clamp, and a spring inter 
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posed between the opposite sides of said 
clamp and plate. 

4. A hair cutter, including in combination 
a comb a U-shaped plate having its sides 
engaged with the opposite sides of said comb, 
a U-shaped clamp having its sides inclosing 
the sides of said plate, said plate havin 
openings formed in the folded edge thereof, 
tongues extending laterally from the folded 
edge of said clamp and adapted to be re 
ceived in said openings, a spring interposed 
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between said clamp and a plate on one side 
of said comb and a blade received between 
the opposite sides of said clamp and plate. 

5. A device as described, including in com 
bination a comb a U-shaped plate having. 
spring arms engaging opposite sides of said 
comb, an abutment formed on one of said 
arms, a blade engaged with said arm be 
neath said abutment, a spring secured to the 
opposite of said spring arms, a U-shaped 
clamp member secured to said plate, later 
ally extending tongues formed on said clamp 
and adapted to be received in openings 
formed in said plate, one side of said clamp 
reduced to form a thumb piece engaging said. 
spring, the opposite sides of said clamp be 
ing elongated to form a clamping guard 
adapted to press against said blade. 

6. A hair cutter comprising in combina 
tion, a comb, a blade holder comprising a pair of U-shaped clamping plates having 
the folded edges thereof pivotally secured together, one of said clamping plates being 
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adapted to be received upon the comb, and a . 
blade secured between said plates and dis 
posed on one side of the comb. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnessese. 
BENJAMIN F. STEPHENSON. 

Witnesses: 
CALVIN J. MILLER, 
JosEPH. J. OMVELANT. 
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