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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A generally rectangular upright enclosure provided
with a hinged front door closure conceals one or more
upwardly tiltable surfaces which can be swung outwardly
for holding a sewing machine or to provide a work sur-
face and also provides means for storing a sewing ma-
chine and accessories to the machine, such as a foot
pedal control; and storage for other sewing equipment,
such as shears, needles, thread, patterns, etc.

This invention relates to household furniture and, more
particularly to a cabinet including a work surface for a
sewing machine which may be folded up for concealment
when not in use.

Another object of the invention is to provide a cabinet
of the aforementioned character in which a pair of work
surfaces may be concealed when not in use, one of the
work surfaces being adapted for use with a portable sew-
ing machine, the other of the work surfaces being suitable
for use in the sewing and cutting out of garments.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent to those skilled in the art after reading the
following specification in connection with the annexed
drawings, in which;

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a preferred form of
utility cabinet constructed in accordance with the teach-
ings of this invention with the closure being in the closed
position; FIG. 2 is an isometric view of the cabinet with
the closure means in open position and with a supporting
surface for a sewing machine in the extended position;
FIG. 3 is similar to FIG. 2 with the exception that a
work surface is also shown in a position for use; FIG. 4
is a front elevation of the enclosure shown in FIG. 1
with the working surface and the support for a sewing ma-
chine in the concealed position with the closure means in
the open position; FIG. 5 is a cross section taken on the
line 5—35 of FIG. 4, and; FIG. 6 is a cross section similar
to that of FIG. 5 but with both of the work surfaces in
their open positions and with the support for a sewing
machine pedal control in its operative position.

In the drawings, a generally rectangular, upright, six
sided enclosure, or cabinet, is indicated generally by
numeral 10 which is supported on the floor, as by means
of a pair side panels 11 and 12, extending from the front
to the back of the enclosure. The cabinet is provided with
closure means, such as the doors 13 and 14, which are
hingedly connected with the sides of the enclosure. The
lower edges of the doors are spaced from the floor; and,
in order to preserve an attractive appearance for the en-
closure, the space below the door is covered by hori-
zontally extending panels 15 and 16, the panel 16 being
connected with the enclosure by means of a vertical
pivotal connection 17 positioned medially of the width
of the enclosure. One of the doors, such as the door 14,
may be provided on the inner side with a full-length
mirror 18; while the other door, such as the door 13,
may be provided with a plurality of shelves 19.

Contained within the enclosure when in the concealed
position, are a pair of work surfaces indicated generally
by numerals 26 and 21 respectively. The work surface
20 includes a flat tabletop 22, one end of which is pivot-
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ally connected at 23 with the interior of the enclosure
10 at a Ievel such that, when the top is disposed hori-
zontally, it will be at a height suitable for operating a
sewing machine. The other end of the tabletop, or sur-
face 22, is provided with a pair of legs 23, which may be
joined by a cross piece 24 and pivotally connected at
their upper ends 25 with the free end of the surface 22,
so that. when the tabletop is in its extended position the
legs will support the surface. Cross piece 24 may also
be recessed (as shown in cross section in FIGS. 5 and 6)
to provide a receptacle for accesories, patterns and other
materials. The surface 22 is also provided with a rectan-
gular opening, or well 26, designed to removably re-
ceive a portable sewing machine (not shown) in accord-
ance with conventional practice.

The other work surface 21 preferably comprises two
flat surfaces 27 and 28, these surfaces being hingedly
connected to each other along a common marginal edge
29, the surface 27 being pivotally connected at 30 with
the interior of the cabinet at a point above the con-
nection for the other tabletop 22. The free end of the
surface 28 may be provided with a pair of depending
legs 31, pivotally connected therewith at 32. It will be
seen that this articulated construction of the work sur-
face 21 permits it to extend outwardly from the enclo-
sure, beyond the surface which is used for holding the
sewing ‘machine, while at the same time it permits it
to be folded upwardly into the enclosure' when not in
use, as shown in FIG. 2 of the drawing. Further, a pair
of short depending legs 33 may be pivotally connected,
as at 34, adjacent the hinged connection 29 so that when
the surface 21 is in use, the short legs 33 may rest upon
the lower work surface 20 in order to support the upper
working surface.

On the rear surface of the panel 16, there may be a
small attached ledge, or shelf 35, which serves as a
support for the usual foot pedal control (not shown)
which is used to control the operation of a sewing ma-
chine. When the panel is swung outwardly to the position
shown in FIG. 2, the shelf and its attached ledge can be
controlled by the position of a downwardly projecting
stop 36, as shown in FIG. 6, which abuts against one
end of the panel 16. On the other hand, when the foot
pedal is not in use, the panel 16 may be swung back-
wardly in place to conceal the ledge and to present a
finished appearance to the enclosure shown in FIG. 3.
In this case, the free end of the panel 16 will abut against
the front end of the supporting panel 11. Space for the
storage of a conventiomal portable sewing machine is
provided in the area indicated by numeral 37 within the
enclosure; and in addition, a plurality of shelves 38 can
also be provided adjacent the storage area.

Having disclosed one form in which the invention may
be practiced, it will be apparent that various modifica-
tions and improvements may be made which would come
within the scope of the annexed claims:

I claim:

1. In a utility cabinet for sewing machines compris-
ing a generally rectangular, vertically disposed, six-sided
enclosure having at least one vertically hinged front
closure for exposing the interior of the enclosure, a flat
surface means having one end hingedly connected with
the interior of the enclosure at a medial horizontal level
for concealment ‘within the enclosure in one position and
for positioning in:a horizontal plane in a second position
when said closure means is open, said flat surface means
including vertical support means for the other end there-
of when in said second position, said flat surface means
being provided with an open well for removably support-
ing a sewing machine, said cabinet having space in the
lower portion thereof for storing a sewing machine when
not in use, and movable foot pedal support means con-
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nected with said cabinet for positioning a foot pedal
pelow a sewing machine when in use and for conceal-
ment when not in use.

2. The invention defined in claim 1, wherein flat sur-
face means have a width substantially equal to the width
of the interior of the enclosure. 2

3. The invention defined in claim 2, wherein said flat
surface means tilt upwardly into the enclosure for con-
cealment, and said enclosure is provided with a plurality
of shelf means below the level of said surface means.

4. The invention defined in claim 1, wherein the lower
end of said front closure terminates at a level above the
level of the floor, and said foot pedal support means in-
cludes a horizontally extending panel comprising at least
a portion of the lower front surface of the enclosure
when not in use.

5. The invention defined in claim 4, wherein said panel
is attached to the enclosure by a vertical pivotal connec-
tion positioned medially of the width of the enclosure.

6. The invention defined in claim 5, wherein said en-
closure is supported on the floor by a pair of side panels,
the free end of said panel included in the foot pedal
support means abutting against the front end of one of
the side panels when not in use.

7. The invention defined in claim 6, wherein stop
means is provided for limiting pivotal movement of the
foot pedal support means when in use.

8. In utility cabinets of the type wherein a generally
upright rectangular enclosure is provided with a front
closure door means connected with the enclosure by ver-
tical hinge means for exposing the entire interior of the
cabinet, the combination including first and second flat
surface means, each said surface means being hingedly
connected with the enclosure at a medial horizontal level
for concealment within the enclosure in one position and
for positioning in a horizontal plane in another position,
movable support means for the respective other ends of
said first and second surface means for concealment in
the enclosure when not in use, one of said flat surface
means being provided with a well for removably sup-
porting a sewing machine.

9. The invention defined in claim 8, wherein said flat
surface means fold upwardly into the enclosure for con-
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cealment, one of said flat surface means being articulated
for said concealment and being longer than the other
surface means when extended in use.

10. The invention defined in claim 8, wherein said
enclosure is also provided with support means for a foot
pedal control, said support means being movable at-
tached for concealment when not in use and for position-
ing a foot pedal below said well for a sewing machine.

11. The invention defined in claim 10, wherein said
foot pedal support means includes a horizontal arm piv-
otally connected with the enclosure means at one end.

12. The invention defined in claim 11, wherein said
arm swings about a vertical axis, and said enclosure in-
cludes stop means for limiting movement of the foot
pedal support means when in use.

13. The invention defined in claint 8, wherein said
enclosure includes space in the lower portion thereof for
storing a sewing machine.

14. The invention defined in claim 8, wherein said flat
surface means provided with a well is hingedly connected
with the enclosure at a level lower than that of the hinged
connection for the other of said flat surface means, and
both said flat surface means tilt upwardly independently
into the enclosure for concealment.

15. The invention defined in claim 14, wherein said
other flat surface means extends outwardly beyond the
flat surface means provided with a well when in use.

16. The invention defined in claim 15, wherein said
other flat surface means is articulated for concealment
within the enclosure.

17. The invention defined in claim 16, wherein the
movable support means for said flat surface means in-
cludes a leg pivotally attached to said articulated surface
means for engagement with the other flat surface means
when in use.
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