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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOsipH J. SMITH, of 

Andover, county of Essex, State of Massa chusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Holders for Flies of Boots and Shoes, of 
which the following description, in connec tion with the accompanying drawings, is a 
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specification, like letters on the drawings 
representing like parts. 
This invention relates to a 

for the flies or 
shoes. > . . . . . . . . . . . . 

My improved holder includes a bar or car 
rier having a plurality of prongs adapted to 
enter the eyelets at one of EE edges 
of a boot or shoe at its outer side, and the 

novel holder 
eyeleted edges of boots and 

eyelets at the opposite eyeleted edge of the 
boot or shoe from its inner side, said prongs 
being bent to present a depression. The 
bar or carrier is shown as presenting at its 
upper end a spring extension having a suit 
able eye or receiver to receive one end of a locking device shown as a pin mounted 
loosely at the lower end of the bar or carrier. Preferably the junction of the locking de 
vice and the bar will be substantially cen 
tral with relation to the eyelet holes in the 
eyeleted edges of the upper when the holder 
is in operative position, and the prongs are 
shown as pivotally mounted upon the bar, 
and also adjustable on said bar up and down 
so that the distance between the prongs may 
be varied to adapt them to enter eyelets 
spaced in any regular or irregular manner. 

Figure 1 shows my novel holder in posi 
tion for holding the flies or eyeleted edges 
of a boot or shoe; Fig. 2 shows the holder 
detached and unlocked; Fig. 3 is a view of 
the holder below the dotted linea, Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4, a view below the dotted line a? Fig. 
5, a modification to be described, and Fig.6 
is a modification showing a bar or carrier in 
which the free lateral swinging movement 
of the prongs is restricted. 
The holder in the form in which I have 

herein chosen to illustrate my invention, see 
Figs. 1 to 4, is composed of metal and pre 
sents a bar or carrier a, said bar or carrier 
having at its lower end an extension cherein 
represented as provided with an eye c'. The 
upper end of the bar or carrier is bent to present an extension 6 having a spring por 
tion c, and at its end said extension has two eyes or receiving portions o', c. The up 

around the bar or carrier a. 
carrier forms a stop to hold the eyelet of 

being represented as composed of wire, the 
ends of the prongs next the bar or carrier having Wound portions to present hubs 

as provided with a plurality of prongs, b, 
four being herein represented, said prongs 

60 
which are adapted to rotate about the bar or 
carrier, and they may also be moved ver 
tically thereon in order to adapt the prongs 
to the positions of the eyelet holes in the 
flies, such adjustment enabling the prongs 
to readily enter the eyelet holes of any de 
sired or usual spacing even though it may 
be more or less irregular. The eye e' of the 
extension c receives the lower end of the 
locking device, shown as a bent pin, said 
locking device being free to turn on or 
about the extension or lower end of the bar 
or carrier, the upper end of the locking de 
vice being adapted to enter one or the other 
of the eyes or receiving portions of the ex 
tension c' according to the requirements of 
the boot or shoe to which the holder is ap 
plied. . . . 

Viewing Fig. 3, it will be seen that the 
extension at the top of the bar or carrier is 
concave, and also that the prongs are con 
cave midway their ends, thus adapting them 
to fit the convexity of the shoe upper and 
the last upon which the upper is placed. It 
will be obvious that the extent to which 
these prongs are concaved may be varied 
according to the particular style of last 
used. The prongs near their ends have at 
their outer sides a sort of notch or depres 
sion 2 formed by the convex side of the 
prong and the end portion of the prong, 
which latter extends at an angle to the body portion. When the prong is in operative 
position in a shoe, as shown in Figs. 1, 3, 
and 4, the depression 2 forms a seat for the 
eyelet which is nearer the outer end of the 
prong. The eyelet in the opposite fly finds 
a seat in a somewhat similar depression or 
angle formed near the inner end of the 
prong by the curved body portion of the 
prong and that portion which is wound 

The bar or 

one shoe fly in the last-mentioned seat while 
the locking device holds the eyelet of the 
other shoe fly in the depression 2. By form 
ing the prongs with depressions, as de 
scribed, a smoother fitting of the flies when 
the last is in the shoe is obtained than would 
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however, that the depressions are not essen 
tial because the carrier or bara and the lock 
ing device form stops for determining the 
position of the eyelets on the prongs and preventing the flies from becoming discon 
nected from the holder. 

mal position while the shoe is being shaped 
to the last and subjected to the other usual 
operations, the prongs or transverse mem 
bers b will be threaded through the eyelets 
of the two flies successively as illustrated in 
Fig. 1. The prongs are passed through the 
eyelets of the left hand fly from the outer 
side and the eyelets of the right hand fly 
from the inner side. As the holder is usually 
inserted before the shoe upper is applied to 
the last, the flies may be held together with 
the opposite eyelets in alinement and the 
prongs very readily passed through the eye 
lets. The locking device is next moved into 
position under the free ends of the prongs, 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, and the member 
6° lifted to allow the end of the locking de 
vice to enter one of the eyes c' or c accord 
ing to whether the flies are to be held with 
their edges substantially parallel or with 
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their edges diverging slightly. The locking 
device securely retains the flies upon the 
holder so that there is no liability of any 
eyelet getting off a prong either before or 
after the last is inserted. When the upper 
right hand side become seated in the de 

'of the left hand fly become seated in the de 
pression or angle formed at the inner end 
of the prong adjacent to the carrier a, said 
carrier serving as a stop to limit the posi 
tion of the eyelet. The transverse members 
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b of the holder, the bar or carrier a by which 
the transverse members are connected to 
gether, and the locking device are shown as 
formed of separate pieces, but this is not 
essential to the invention, nor is the particu 
lar form of connection between the members, 
when they are made in separate pieces, es 
sential to the invention. 
This invention is not limited to the exact 

shape shown for the bar or carrier, nor to: 
the shape of the spring, and if desired the 
lower or bent end 4 of the locking device, 
see Fig. 5, may be concave on the side next 
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to the last and may be pivotally mounted in 
an eye 5 at the extreme lower end of the bar. 
or carrier. 

In Fig. 6 the depression in the outer face 
of the prong receives a part of the eyelet in 
the right hand eyeleted edge of the shoe, 
Figs. 1 and 3. 
It will be understood that the invention 

980,426 

is not limited to the particular number or shape of the eyes or receiving portions, and 
any shaped eye or portion adapted to receive 
the free end of the locking device and retain 
it in desired position is considered as within 

- - - - the scope of this invention. When the holder, shown in Figs. 1 to 4 
inclusive, is applied to a shoe for securing 
the flies thereof in substantially their nor 

This invention is not limited to the pre 
cise number of prongs, as it will be obvious 
that the number may be varied as desired, 
and a holder with one prong and a locking 
device would come within the scope of my 
invention. The prongs may be made of 
wire or of pieces of metal or other material of any desired shape. 

In Fig. 1 I have shown the edges of the 
eyeleted flies at the points where the eyelets 
are entered by the prongs of the holding 
device, as sprung open in order to better 
represent the prongs in place, but it will be 
understood in practice that the edges of the 
eyeleted flies will stand substantially close to 
gether and substantially parallel one with 
relation to the other. 
In the modification Fig. 6, I have shown 

in cross section a bal' or carrier which is 
made oblong although it might be of any 
suitable shape other than round, and the in 
ner end of the prong is made to embrace the 
said rod or carrier loosely, but in this em 
bodiment of my invention the swinging 
movement of the prongs is somewhat limit 
ed. This construction may be employed if 
desired, and is found advantageous in some 
instances. is drawn about the last, the eyelets on the Having described my invention, what I 

| claim as new and desire to secure by Letters pression 2 or against the shoulder formed 
by the free end of the prong and are securely 
retained by the locking device. The eyelets 

Patent is:- 
1. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 

arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension, com 
prising a plurality of prongs having between 
their ends a portion concave on the side next 
to the last, the outer end of each prong pro 
jecting beyond the concave portion, said 
prongs being formed to enter eyelet holes in 

• One fy from its outer face and eyelet holes 
in the opposite fly from its inner face, where 
by both ends of the prongs will be exposed 
outside the flies. 

2. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension, consist ing of a carrier having a plurality of prongs 
to enter eyelets of both flies, and a locking 
device flexibly connected with said carrier 
and coöperating with said prongs. 

3. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension and 
comprising a carrier presenting a plurality 
of substantially parallel prongs connected at 

- one end to the carrier, concaved at their 
under sides next the last and provided near 
their free ends with a depression. . 

4. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
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980,426 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies remain under tension and 
comprising a carrier provided at its upper 
end with a lateral extension, a plurality of 
prongs mounted upon the carrier and pro 
jecting laterally therefrom in the same direc 
tion as said extension, said prongs being 
opposite flies, and a locking device flexibly 
connected with the lower end of the carrier 
and engaging by its free end said extension, 
Substantially as described. . . 

5. A holder for shoe flies composed of a 
bar adapted to lie at the outside of one of 
the eyeleted edges or flies, said bar having 
a series of prongs adapted to be inserted 
through a series of opposed eyelets at op 
posite sides of the eyeleted fly, and a lock 
ing, device loosely pivotally mounted upon 
said bar and adapted to overlap the free ends 
of the prongs when in operative position, 
and means to retain in locked position the 
free end of said locking device, substantially 
as described. ... . . . . ." 

6. In a holder for shoe flies, a bar or car 
rier, a prong extended therefrom and adapt 
ed to enter from one side eyelets of both flies 
of a shoe, and a locking device flexibly con 
nected with said carrier and coöperating 
with the free end of the said prong, the prong extending beyond the locking device 
when said locking device is in its operative 
position. . - - 

7. A holder for shoe flies presenting a bar 
or carrier having loosely mounted upon it 
and extended therefrom at right angles a 
plurality of prongs, said prongs being free 
not only to swing about said bar or carrier 
as a center, but also to be moved longitudi 
nally thereon to adapt them to different 
spacings of eyelets, and a locking device con 
nected to said carrier and adapted to co- - and arranged to be disconnected from one 

of the flies while the flies are under tension, comprising a plurality of members connect 
operate with the free ends of said prongs, 
substantially as described. - 

8. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension, com: prising a carrier presenting a plurality of substantially parallel prongs varying in 
length, said prongs being bent or slightly 
offset near their outer ends and concaved at 
their sides next to the last, and adapted to 
enter the eyelet holes in one shoe fly from the 
outer side thereof and the eyelet holes of the 
opposite fly from the inner side thereof. 

9. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension and 
presenting a bar and a plurality of prongs 
extended therefrom, said prongs being pro 
vided near their outer ends with a depres 
sion. . - 

10. A holder for shoe flies presenting a bar 
and a plurality of concave prongs extended 
therefrom, the upper and lower ends of said 

holder presenting angular arms concave to 
fit the concave exterior of the shoe surround ing the last, an independent locking device 
connected to one of said arms, the upper end of said holder being shaped to engage the 
locking device when the latter is in its op 
erative position. 

formed and arranged to connect eyelets on 11. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension and 
comprising a carrier and a plurality of lat 
erally projecting prongs connected to the 
carrier and formed to enter the eyelet holes 
in one fly from the outer side and the eyelet 
holes in the other fly from the inner side, 
each prong having between its ends a con 
cave portion and a depression located at the 
junction of the concave portion with the free 
end portion and adapted to form an eyelet 
seat. 

12. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of the 
flies while the flies are under tension, com 
prising a carrier, and a plurality of prongs 
secured at one end to the carrier and extend 
led laterally therefrom, said prongs being 
concave on their under sides to adapt them 
to fit the last and being provided on their 
outer sides near their free ends with de 
pressions to form seats for the shoe eyelets. 

13. In a holder for shoe flies constructed 
and arranged to be disconnected from one 
of the flies while the flies are under tension, 
a carrier formed to extend lengthwise of 
the edge of one shoe fly, and a transverse 
member adapted to extend across the open 
ing between the flies and to engage eyelets 
in opposite flies, and a connection between 
the carrier and transverse member arranged 
to permit a limited relative Swinging move 
ment. . . . 

14. A holder for shoe flies constructed 

ed together at one end and separable from 
one another at their ends farthest from said. 
connection, means carried by one of said 
members to extend across the opening be 
tween the flies of a shoe for connecting the 
opposed flies, eyelet seats formed in said 
connecting means near its opposite ends, 
and means for retaining said members in 
position to maintain said connection be 
tween the flies. 

15. A holder for shoe flies constructed 
and arranged to be disconnected from one 
of the flies while the flies are under tension, comprising a plurality of prongs adapted to 
extend across the opening between the flies 
of a shoe, each of said prongs being formed 
concave on its under side, an eyelet seat 
formed in one end of each prong, and a con 
necting member to which the prongs are 
joined at their other ends. 

3. 
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4. 

16. A holder for shoe flies, comprising a 
plurality of transverse members adapted 
to extend across the opening between the 
flies of a shoe and provided near their ends 
with seats for the eyelets of opposite flies, 
said transverse members being concave on 
their under sides next to the last, and being relatively movable laterally to engage eye 
lets spaced different distances apart, com 
bined with an unyielding connecting mem 
ber to which the transverse members are 
joined at one end beyond the seats. 

17. A holder for shoe flies constructed 
and arranged to be disconnected from one 
of the flies while the flies are under tension, 
comprising an unyielding carrier member, 
and a plurality of transverse members 
formed to extend across the opening be 
tween the flies of a shoe, said transverse 
members being concave on their sides next 
to the last, and presenting seats for the eye 
lets of opposed flies. 

18. A holder for shoe flies constructed and 
arranged to be disconnected from one of 
the flies while the flies are under tension, 
comprising an unyielding carrier member, 
and a plurality of transverse members 
formed to extend across the opening between 
the flies of a shoe, said transverse members 
being concave on their sides next to the last, 
seats in the transverse members near their 
free ends for the eyelets of one fly, and 
other seats in the transverse members ad 
jacent to the carrier member for the eyelets 
of the other fly. - 

19. A holder for shoe flies constructed 
and arranged to be disconnected from one 
of the flies while the flies are under tension, 
comprising a plurality of transverse mem 
bers adapted to extend across the opening 
between the flies of a shoe and to engage 
eyelets in opposite flies, a member connect 
ing said transverse members, and a locking 
member arranged with relation to said trans 
verse members to prevent withdrawal of 
said members from the eyelets. 

20. A holder for shoe flies, comprising a 
plurality of transverse members of different 
lengths adapted to extend across the open 
ing between the flies of a shoe and to engage 
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eyelets in opposite flies, a member connect 
ing said transverse members at one end, and 
a locking member coöperating with the 
other ends of said transverse members to 
prevent withdrawal of said members from the eyelets. 
21. A holder for shoe flies, comprising a 

plurality of transverse members adapted 
to extend across the opening between the 
flies of a shoe, said members being concave 
on the sides next to the last and provided 
near their opposite ends with seats for the 
eyelets of opposed flies, a member connect 
ing said transverse members near one end, 
and a locking member coöperating with the 
opposite ends of said transverse members. 

22. In a holder for shoe flies, a bar or 
carrier, a prong extended therefrom and 
adapted to enter from one side the eyelets 
of both flies of a shoe, eyelet seats formed 
in the opposite end portions of the prong, a 
securing member flexibly connected with 
said carrier and arranged to interlock with 
the free end of said prong, and means for 
holding said securing member in interlock 
ing relation with said prong. 

23. A holder for shoe flies, comprising a 
bar and a series of prongs formed and ar 
ranged to connect eyelets on opposite flies 
of the shoe extended therefrom, combined 
with a locking member and means for secur 
ing the locking member in different opera 
tive positions with relation to the prongs. 

24. A holder for shoe flies, comprising a 
bar and a series of prongs extended there 
from and adapted to extend through eyelets 
upon opposite flies of the shoe, combined 
with a locking member connected with one 
end of the holder and detachably engaged 
with the other end, and means for securing 
the locking member in position to hold the 
flies in different relative positions. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

JOSEPH J. SMITH. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. W. GREGORY, 
MABEL PARTELOW. 
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