
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

80
8 

67
8

A
3

TEPZZ 8Z8678A¥T
(11) EP 2 808 678 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
11.03.2015 Bulletin 2015/11

(43) Date of publication A2: 
03.12.2014 Bulletin 2014/49

(21) Application number: 14155354.5

(22) Date of filing: 17.02.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
G01N 29/00 (2006.01) B67D 1/12 (2006.01)

B67D 1/08 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 15.03.2013 GB 201304746
15.03.2013 US 201313835179

(71) Applicant: Heineken UK Limited
Edinburgh, Lothian EH12 9JZ (GB)

(72) Inventors:  
• Merrifield, Chris

Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 2AT (GB)
• Briant, Stuart

Nottingham, Nottinghamshire NG7 1EP (GB)
• Gray, Simon

Nottingham, Nottinghamshire NG12 3PR (GB)

(74) Representative: Oxley, Rachel Louise et al
Mewburn Ellis LLP 
33 Gutter Lane
London
EC2V 8AS (GB)

(54) Beverage dispense system and method

(57) The present invention relates to beverage dis-
pense systems and methods for dispensing beverages
such as lager or cider at a low temperature. The present
invention provides a beverage dispense system compris-
ing a beverage line having a distal end connectable to a
beverage supply for transporting beverage from the bev-
erage supply to a dispense font and a cooler for cooling
beverage. The beverage line comprises a first beverage
line portion extending from the distal end to the cooler
within a first insulated carrier. The first insulated carrier
comprises a first cooling line for transporting cooling me-
dium through the first insulated carrier so as to allow heat
exchange between the cooling medium in the first cooling
line and the beverage in the first beverage line portion.
The present invention also provides a connector for use
in a beverage dispense system for connecting a bever-
age line to a beverage supply. The connector comprises
a sensor for sensing bubbles within the beverage line
and for generating a signal for closing the beverage line
when a predetermined level of bubbles is detected.
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