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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, EDWIN L, KNAPP, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ana 
cortes, in the county of Skagit and State 
of Washington, have invented certain new 
and useful improvements in Line-Holders; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and use the same. 
The present invention relates generally to 

clamps and holders for lines, ropes, cables 
and the like, and aims to provide a novel and 
improved device for holding and clamping 
a number of ropes or lines for independent adjustment. 
Another object is the provision of such a 

device of novel construction whereby ropes 
or cables can be readily placed within the 
device and the clamping means simultane Ously brought to a position for clamping the ropes independently. 
A further object is the provision of novel 

means for mounting the clamping means so 
that same can be adjusted to various angles. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, which Will be apparent as the descrip 
tion proceeds, the invention resides in the 
construction and arrangement of parts here 
in after described and claimed, it being 
understood that changes can be made within 
the scope of what is claimed without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. The invention is illustrated in the accom panying drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device, portions being broken away. 
Fig. 2 is a front view thereof. 
Fig. 8 is a plan view of the clamping means 

with the clamping plates or sections swung apart to open position. 
In carrying out the invention there is pro 

vided a receptacle and clamp for the ropes 
OF lines, comprising a bottomplate or section i having a plurality of transversely spaced 
parallel longitudinal flanges 2 upstanding 
therefrom to receive the ropes or lines be 
tween them. A top plate or section 3 is ar 
ranged to seat on the flanges 2 to retain the 
ropes in the grooves or channels between said 
flanges, and the flange 2 at one side edge of 
the plate 1 and the corresponding edge of 
the plate 3 have outstanding pin butts 4 
through which a hinge pin 5 extends, for 
hinging the plate 3 to said flange, so that the 

top plate can be swung over and away from 
said flanges. In order to clamp the plate 3 
On the flanges 2, a latch stem 6 is pivotally 
engaged With a hinge pin 7 carried by out 
standing lugs or hinge butts 8 projecting 
from that side flange 2 opposite to the flange 
to which the plate 3 is hinged, and the free 
(edge of the plate 3 has a slot or notch 9 to 
receive the stem 6. A nut 10 threaded on the 
stem 6 can be tightened to clamp the plate 3 
on the flanges 2, and when said nut is loos 
ened, the stem 6 can be swung out of engage 
ment with the plate 3, so that said plate 
can be swung open. This enables the plate 
or section 3 to be swung open so that the 
ropes can be readily placed within or re 
moved from the recesses or channels of the plate 1. 
The plate 3 carries members for clamping 

the ropes within the holder. Thus, said 
plate 3 has an opening 11 above each groove 
or channel of the plate 1, and a serrated cam 
12 is mounted in each opening, being rota 
table on an axle or l'od 13 that extends 
through upstanding lugs 14 with which the 
plate 3 is provided at the opposite sides of 
the openings 11. These cams 12 have finger 
pieces 15 extending therefrom, and the cams 
are so arranged that when the finger pieces 
are moved toward one end of the plate 1, 
said cams will be moved toward the plate 1 
to clamp the ropes against same, whereas 
when the finger pieces are swung toward the 
opposite end of the plate 1, the ropes are 
released so that they can be slid through 
the holder for adjustment. This enables 
each rope to be adjusted independently of 
the others, and when the plate 3 is swung 
Open, all of the cams are removed with said 
plate from over the plate 1 so that the ropes 
can be placed within or removed from the 
grooves Or channels without interference. 
In order to support the plate 1 in an in 

clined position, as seen in Fig. 1, said plate 
has an arm 16 extending from one end, for 
attachment to a base. This base includes a 
plate 17 having jaw 18 to bear against one 
side of any suitable object used as a support. 
and the jaw 18 has a flange 19 extending 
from the outer side thereof. The arm 16 
Overlaps and is pivoted to the flange 19 by 
means of a bolt 20 or other pivot. A mov 
able jaw 21 is movable along the plate 17 
toward and away from the jaw 18, and 
carries bolts 22 extending to a longitudinal 
slot 23 in the plate 17 so that said jaw 21 
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can be adjusted and held in any position to 
which it is moved. The jaws 18 and 21 can 
thus clamp the support or object between 
them, to support the base, and the plate 1 
can be adjusted to different angles by loosen 
ing the bolt. 20. The present device is particularly adapted 
for use in connection with adjusting lines 

10 
of drop scenes, such as used for stage scen ery. Several lines can thus be independ 
ently held and moved, and the group of lines 
can be readily removed and substituted by 
another set. The device, however, can be 
used for other purposes for which it is 
suited. Having thus described the inven 
tion, What is claimed as new is:- 

1. A line holder comprising a plate hav ing a plurality of line-receiving grooves, 
a second plate hinged to the first named 
plate to. Swing over said grooves, means for 
clamping said plates together, and a plu 
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Fality of clallping members, one for each 
groove, carried by the second plate for indi 
vidually clamping the lines in said grooves, 
and anovable with the second plate away 
from the first, named plate and grooves for 
inserting and removing the lines. 

2. A line. holder comprising a bottom 
plate having upstanding parallel flanges, 
providing line-receiving grooves between 
them, a top plate to bear on said flanges, said 
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plates having a hinge connection at one 
edge to permit the second named plate to be 
Swung to one side away from said flanges, 
means for clamping the second named plate 
on said flanges, second named plate having 
an opening above each of said grooves, and 
a clamping cam carried by the second named 
plate in each opening to enter the corre 
Sponding groove and having a finger base. 

3. A line holder comprising a plate hay 
ing longitudinal line-receiving grooves and 
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an arm extending from one end, a second 
plate to bear against the first named plate 
Over Said grooves, means for clamping the 
plates together, individual clamping mem 
bei's carried by the second named plate: to 
and movable with the second named plate 

• away from Said grooves, and a base having 
jaws to engage a Support, said airn being 
pivotally connected with said base so that 
the first named plate can be tilted to differ. 
ent angles longitudinally thereof. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

nanne to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

EDWIN LYMAN KNAPP. 
Witnesses: . - 

LOUIS SEMAR, . . . . . 
W. T. SHIELDs. . . 
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clamp, the lines individually in said grooves, 
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