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This invention, relates to, a sp?ash guard mem 
ber for footwear and is: particularly, concerned 
With a splash guard member adapted: to direct 
the-fów: of mud: and Water discharged from the 
fOWardlinner Corner'of'therheelface:Of anarticle 
OffOGtwear.; 
Aperson walking on a wet ormuddy Surface is, 

frequently troubled; by? indiscriminate splashing 
of mud and water on the legs and ankles due to 
Water adhering to the heel face when the heel 
is lifted from: the wet surface, which water is 
then thrown over on the opposite; leg of the per 
SOn Walking düe to the upward and; forward mo 
tion of the-heel. 

A: number of constructions have been proposed 
to overcome this problem, general?y: by-directing 
the flow of Water of the face of the heel. 
Walperin U S. Patents Nosi 2,349216; 2,380349 
and; 2395597 prowides. means for directing the, 
flow: of waterfrom the heel”face either forwardy: 
against the sole: of the article of footwear, by: 
means. Of a forwardy extending: tongue member 
Or in a directed stream: off the: normal forward 
inner Corner of the heel face. Dunbrook in 
Patent No. 23453002 prowides means forchannel. 
ingwater of the breast of the heel and: the for 
Ward inner commer of the; heel by?a construction 
in. which: a; teardropshaped forward inner: cor 
ner portion of the; heel facetis;separated from the 
remainder thereofibya: generally-ar:Guate-channel 
extending; from: the; inner'edge: 0f the-heel to: the 
breast thereof. 
The constructions; adaptedy to: discharge, water: 

of the normal forward, edge of the heel, or the. 
normalforwardinner corner thereof prowide-pro-. : j). 
tection against. splashing in; many cases. Some. 
perSons, hqWever, due- to: certain peculiarities. in. 
walking, are not protected entirely by such, con 
Structions. 

It is, therefore; an, object of this invention to 
provide: a, splash, guard, adapted to, be used in 
combination With a hee? for:'an, article of foot 
wear by means, af which water being. discharged, 
from the-forwardinaner corner of the-heel proper 
or the breast of the heel, adja cent the inner: edge, 
thereof (i.e., the-edge adjacent, the other foot of 
the-Wearer), is prewented from, splashing on, the 
ogposite; leg of the: person walking. Other ob 
jects; will be apparent from the description which 
follows. 

1 have discovered that a suitable splash-pre 
Venting, Constructiqn. comprises, a heel for an 
article of footWear having a splash, guard, secured 
to the breast of the heel, adjacent. the inner edge. 
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the heel with the lower.part projecting belowithe: 
heel face and extending laterally from a region. 
near the center of the breast of the: heel to, a. 
point beyond the inner edge of the heelin, front 
of the forward inner: corner of the heel face. 
Such a construction effectively prewents Splash-. 
ing. while walking. when the splash, guard is, used 
in. combination: Witha conventional heeland par 
ticularly whera used in combination With a heel 
having means.for directing water of the normal: 
forward: edge of the heel face-including the for 
Wardinner Corner thereof. 
The. inveration iS: best described, With reference 

to, the accompanying drawings ofa prefer:rediem-. 
bediment thereof: 

G0f the-drawings: 
Fig, 1 is a perspective wiew of a. rubber over 

shoe including a heeli hawing a Water-directing 
Surface and a splash guard for the heel; 

Fig: 2 is a plan wiew of the bottom of the over 
shoeshownin Fig. 1;" 

Fig: 3 is a fragmentary View. taken On line: 
3-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig: 4 is a plan View of a conventional heel 
provided With a sp?ash guard embodying the in 
wention; and 

Fig: 5 is a section online,5-5 of Fig: 3. 
In the preferred embodiment of the inwention: 

as shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, a rubber over 
shoe A0 having a raised shank - is provided with 
a heel 2 having a Splash guard: F3 Secured to the 
breast 4 of the heel, adjacent the inner edge 15 
thereof. 
The tread Surface- 6 which formis the face Of 

the heel has a forward inner corner portion 7 
thereof separated from the remainder of the 
tread by a channel 18. extending from the inner 
edge 5 of the heel to the breast f:4 thereof. 
The channel 8 is preferably generally arcuate 
SO asto isolate a tear-dropshaped portion of the 
tread. Channel 18. serves to direct water from: 
the heel face of the forward: edge of the heel 
with a part of the water being cast of the tip of 
the tear-drop shaped corner portion. 
To prewent the Water from being thrown over 

On the Opposite leg; splash guard i 3 is positioned 
On the breast 4 of the heel. extending across the 
end of channel 18 where the channel converges 
with the breast of the heel, Splash guard 3 

| which is formed of a resilient material, prefer 
ably rubber or rubber-like- material, extends" 
downwardly along the breast and projects, a 
short.distance below the heel face, preferably ex 
tending 1.3" to %” below the plane of the heel. 

thereof, the guard extending: down the breast of 55. face, with the lower edge of the guard generally 
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parallel to the plane of the heel face. Guard 13 
extends laterally beyond the inner edge 15 of the 
heel with at least a lower portion extending in 
front of the forward inner corner of the heel 
face. Preferably, the inner end of guard 13 
slants downwardly a Way from the inner edge of 
the heel Sothat the top inner corner of the guard 
lies in the plane of the inner edge of the heel 
with the bottom inner corner extending prefer 
ably /3' to 4' beyond the plane of the innar 
edge. 
The loWer portion of guard 13 across the ex 

tent thereof preferably is beveled or undercut 
so as to slant downwardly away from the breast 
of the heel from a point on the breast above the 
bed of channel 18. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the forward face 2 i of guard i 3 converges 
with the breast of the heel allong the top edge Of 
the guard and slants downwardly and forwardly 
from the breast to converge with the beveled 
lower portion at a feather edge which forms the 
lower edge of the guard. 
In walking, the Water which is picked up, by 

the heel face is directed of the forward edge of 
the heel. That portion of the Water which leaves 
the heel adjacent the inner edge or at the inner 
corner is thrown against the Splash guard and is 
either deflected downwardly from the heel Oris 
deposited on the ground when the heel again 
touches the walking Surface. Since the guard 
extends beyond the inner edge of the heel, it 
prewents Splashing due to Water which might be 
cast in an inward path from the Corner rather 
than forwardly as would normally be expected. 
The construction thus prowides protection ewen 
for those persons whose peculiarities in walking 
render a conventional Water-directing heel USe 
leSS. 
The inwention has been described in consider 

able detail with reference to a particular Over 
shoe in which the heel is provided with a partic 
ular means for directing the path of the water 
from the heel face. The Splash guard may be 
used, howewer, in combination With a conven 
tional heel as shown in Fig. 4; or with any other 
heel for an article of footwear having means for 
directing the path of Water so as to cast it from 
the forward edge of the heel including the for 
ward inner corner thereof. Furthermore, the 
invention may be embodied in any article of 
footwear having a raised shank and a heel there 
for. It is not intended that the invention shall 
be limited to the particular embodiment de 
scribed in detail and it will be understood that 
wariations and modifications may be effected 
within the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claims. 

I Claim: 
1. In combination with a heel for an article 

of footwear, a resilient splash guard member 
overlying and secured to an area of the breast 
of said, heel adjacent the inner edge thereof, Said 
member extending downwardly beyond the plane 
of the heel face with at least a lower portion of 
said member projecting laterally inwardly beyond 
the inner edge of said, heel, the lower portion of 
said member being beveled downwardly away 
from the breast of the heel, said guard member 
presenting an unbroken face to the forward edge 
of the heelface and Spaced therefron. 

2. In combination with a heel for an article 
of footwear, a resilient splash guard member Se 
cured allong the breast of the heel adjacent the 
inner edge thereof, said member extending down 
ward?y beyond the lower edge of the breast of 
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the heel with the lower edge of Said membergen 
erally parallel to the plane of the heel face, the 
inner end of Said member being Slanted doWn 
wardly away from the plane of the inner edge 
of the heel so that said member extends in front 
of the forward inner corner of the heel, and the 
lower portion of Said guard member being beveled 
downwardly away from the breast of the heel 
across the transverse extent of Said guard mem 
ber, Said guard member presenting an unbroken 
face to the forward edge of the heel face and 
Spaced therefrom. 

3. In Combination with a heel for an article 
of footwear, a resilient Splash guard member Se 
cured along the breast of the heel adjacent the 
inner edge thereof and extending downwardly 
beyond the lower edge of the breast of the heel 
with the lower edge of Said member generally 
parallel to the plane of the heel face, the forward 
face of Said guard member slanting forwardly 
and downwardly from the breast of Said heel to 
the lower edge of Said member, the lower portion 
of Said guard member across the transVerse eX 
tent thereof being beveled outwardly and down 

5 Wardly away from the breast of the heel and in 
tersecting with Said forward face Of the member 
along a feather edge, the end of Said guard mem 
ber adjacent the inner edge of the heel slanting 
downwardly and outwardly beyond Said heel edge 
so that the guard member extends in front of the 
forward inner corner of the heel, Said guard mem 
ber presenting an umbroken face to the forward 
edge of the heel face and Spaced therefrom. 

4. In Combination with a heel for an article 
of footwear having means for directing water 
off the forward edge of the heel face, a resilient 
splash guard member Secured to the breast of 
Said heel adjacent the inner edge thereof and 
extending downwardly below the heel face with 
at least a lower portion of Said member extend 
ing beyond the inner edge of the heel in front of 
the forward inner Corner of the heel face, the 
lower portion of Said member across the trans 
werse extent thereof being beveled downwardly 
away from the breast of the heel, Said guard 
member presenting an unbroken face to the for 
ward edge of the heel face and Spaced therefrom. 

5. In Combination With a heel for ah article 
Of footwear comprising a tread member having 
a channel extending from the inner edge of the 
heel to the breast thereof across the forward in 
ner corner portion of Said tread member, a re 
silient Splash guard member Secured to the breast 
Of the heel in advance Of Said Channel and ex 
tending downwardly below the lower edge of the 
breast of the heel and laterally in front of the 
forward inner corner of the tread member, the 
lower portion of Said guard member across the 
extent thereof being beveled downward?y away 
from the breast of the heel, Said guard member 
presenting an unbroken face to the forward edge 
of the heel face and Spaced therefrom. 

6. In combination with a heel for an article 
of footwear comprising a tread member having 
a generally arcuate channel separating a forward 
inner corner portion of the tread member from 
the remainder thereof, a resilient splash guard 
member Secured to the breast of the heel extend 
ing in advance of the channel and projecting 
beyond the inner edge of the heel in front of the 
forward inner corner of the tread member, the 
lower portion of said guard member across the 
extent thereof being beveled downwardy away 
from the breast of the heel, Said guard member 
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presenting an unbroken face to the forward edge 
of the heel face and Spaced therefrom. 

7. Article of footwear including a raised shank, 
a heel having means for directing water of the 
forward edge of the heel face, and a resilient 
splash guard membersecured to the breast of the 
heel adjacent the inner edge thereof, said splash 
guard member being generally flattened and ex 
tending downwardly with the lower portion of the 
member projecting below the heel face with the 
lower edge generally parallel to the plane of the 
heel face, at least the lower portion of one end 
of Said guard member projecting beyond the in 
ner edge of the heel in front of the forward inner 
corner of the heel face, the lower portion of said 
member being undercut across the extent there 
of to slope downwardly away from the breast of 
the heel, Said guard member presenting an un 
broken face to the forward edge of the heel face 
and Spaced therefrom. 

8. In combination with a heel for an article 
of footwear, a resilient splash guard member se 
cured along the breast of the heel adjacent the 
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inner edge thereof, said member comprising a 
generally flattened wedge-like element having 
the rear face of the upper portion thereof Secured 
to the breast of the heel in face-to-face abutting 
relation, the lower portion of Said element being 
beVeled acroSS the transVerse eXtent thereof With 
the rear face slanting outwardly and downwardly 
away from the breast of the heel and terminating 
downwardly in a feather edge, Said member ex 
tending laterally beyond the inner edge of the 
heel and having the lower edgethereof below and 
generally parallel to the face of the heel, said 
member presenting an unbroken face to the for 
ward edge of the heel face and Spaced therefrom. 
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