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" To oll whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Georee T. MarLETTE,

a citizen of the United. States, and a resi-
dent of Irvington, in the county of Essex

5 and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Pack-

- ing-Frames, of which the following is a de-

scription. . )
This invention relates to packing frames,
10 and more particularly to frames used to
space phonograph cabinets or other arti-
cles away from the shipping or packing
case during transit, so’ that the highly
polished and ornamental surfaces. of the
15 cabinet will not be marred, scratched, dis-

" figured or damaged. )

n present constructions it is usual to pro-
vide 2 top packing frame, as it is called, in-
closing the cabinet, or other article hear the

20 top and provided with plugs having pads,
engaging the sides of the cabinet. The top
frame is usually held in position against
movement upwardly and downwardly by
straps or tapes attached to the frame and

25 extending over the top of the cabinet and

by a second frame or cradle extending under
the cabinet and connected to the top frame
by strips of suitable material.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of the top frame,
whereby articles, such as phonograph cabi-
nets which are highly polished, can be
shipped in packing cases without becoming
marred, disfigured or damaged.

In particular, the object of the invention
is to provide a cheap, durable top frame
which can be easily and quickly adjusted
around articles or cabinets of different
sizes, and which will engage the article or
cabinet in an efficient manner, whereby it
can be safely shipped without danger of
becoming disﬁgure«f, scratched, marred or
damaged.

My invention consists further in the de-
tails of construction and combination of
parts hereinafter more particularly de-
scribed and claimed. .

In the accompanying drawing, which

. forms a part of this specification and in
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like parts in the several views—
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the top
packing frame; ,
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation, with parts
556 broken away, showing the application of

which liké reference characters refer to -

the entire frame to the cabinet with the pack-
ing case therearound; and '

Fig. 8 is an elevation of the upper portion
of the cabinet with the top packing frame
applied thereto.

As here illustrated, the packing frame 1
comprises four side members or pieces 2,
providing a square frame corresponding in
shape to the article which it surrounds.
The present invention, however, is applica-
ble to frames adapted to surround articles
of any size or shape. The side pieces 2 are
substantially alike in construction, and con-
sist preferably of wood with the grain run-
ning lengthwise thereof. A block 3 is fas-
tened to one side of each member or piece
and extends from one end 4 thereof a short
distance inwardly. Nails 5 are driven
through the block and its side member in
order to securely fasten the block to the
strip or piece 2 although other fastening
means may be employed. The heads of the
nails are countersunk in the block, while
the points of the nails are driven through
the piece 2 and clenched on’ the outside
thereof, forming a secure fastening for the
block. - Each-block is preferably of wood.

A block 6 is also attached to each side
piece 2 at a point spaced inwardly: from
the opposite end 7 thereof and upon the side
upon which the block 3 is fastened, provid-
ing a portion 8 on the piece 2 between the
block 6 and the end 7. The several side
pieces or members 2 are arranged when as-
sembled as a square frame, with the blocks
3 and 6 on the inside of the frame near
the corners and with the block 3 of each
member adjacent the block 6 of another
member. The several side pieces are so con-
nected that they can be adjusted at each cor-
ner to vary the distance between both pairs
of opposite pieces, the square outline of the
frame being maintained without ends pro-
jecting, whereby the frame and article can
be tightly and evenly packed in a case with
the frame fitting the case throughout. For
this purpose, the portion 8 at the end 7 of-
each side piece faces the end 4 of the ad-
jacent side piece, while the opposite end 4
of the same piece faces the portion 8 of the

~ piece adjacent thereto. Holes 9 are bored

through the portions 8 of the side pieces,
which, when the members are assembled, face
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the ends of the blocks 8. Screws or other .

fastening devices 10 extend through these-
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holes into the ends of the blocks 3 whereby
the several frame pieces are fastened to-
gether. The structure is the same at all cor-
ners. The grain of each wooden piece 2
and block 8 connected by the screws at each
corner is so arranged that the danger of
splitting the wood by the screws is practi-
cally eliminated, the screws entering the
block at right angles to the nails 5. In as-

sembling the side members, it is preferable

to leave spaces 11 between them so that the
frame 1 may be adjusted or screwed up to
cabinets of different sizes.
however, three side pieces or members 2
only of the frame are assembled or screwed
together before placing the same around the
cabinet, and the fourth side member is
placed in position only after the frame has
been placed around the cabinet.

In order to support the top frame 1 from

"the top of the cabinet there are provided

straps 12 and 13 of webbing extending, for
instance, from one member 2 to the oppo-
site member, and a strap 14 extending at
right angles to the straps 12 and 13 and
connecting - the remaining members. The

~ straps are of sufficient length to space and

80

85

40

45

50

56

30

65

support the top frame 1 below the cover
of the cabinet, substantially.as shown in
Figs. 2 and 8. The strap 14 extends across
the cabinet cover in front of the hinge 15
and parallel therewith and serves to hold
the cover in closed position during transit.

The, several straps have their ends directed -

downwardly inside of the frame 1 around
the bottom and up to the top, where they are
secured by nails 16.

Pads 17 comprising cork plates or disks
18 are secured to the blocks 3 and 6 in any
suitable manner. Felt pieces 19 are glued
to the cork disks or plates. The present
construction provides contact between the
frame 1 and the cabinet at or near the cor-
ners 20 only of the latter which in present
cabinet construction are the strongest por-
tions thereof, being usually provided with
corner posts. When the top frame is assem-
bled, there will be a block 3 with a pad and

-a block 6 with a pad at each corner arranged

at right angles to each other and engag-
ing the cabinet at the corner. Any pres-
sure exerted upon the cabinet will therefore
be transmitted to the same at the corners
and not to the frail panels between the cor-
ners. The pads 17, comprising the cork
disks or plates with their felt surfaces, pro-
vide a yielding resilient construction,which
gives sufficiently when the cabinet is jarred
or moved, and also a construction. which
will not mar, disfigure or scratch the cabi-
net, or damage the article shipped.

In order to prevent the top frame from
moving upwardly and to retain it in. posi-
tion about the cabinet with the straps taut,
a bottom frame or cradle 21 which extends

In assembling, -
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across and under the bottom of the cabinet
between the legs and projects beyond the
sides thereof is.provided. After the top
frame is positioned around the -cabinet,
strips 22 of any suitable material are con-
nected to the top and bottom frames by nail-

70

ing, providing a construction which spaces

the cabinet at all points from the packing
case 23 and which at the same time will not
scratch, damage or disfigure the cabinet.
The frame is secured to the case in a well
known manner as shown. \

The cork and felt material used for the
pads to prevent scratching, ete., may be re-
placed by other materials having similar
properties, if so desired. ,
" The advantage of my frame resides in its
durability, whereby it remains in good con-
dition during transit so that broken pieces
will not scratch or damage the cabinet; in
its adjustability, whereby it can be easily
and quickly placed around cabinets of
various sizes; and in the efficient manner in
which it engages the cabinet and case so that
it will not mar or scratch the former and fits
evenly in the latter. :

It is to be understood that my invention is
not limited to the embodiments and features
specifically shown and described herein, but
that such embodiments and features are sub-
ject to changes and modifications without
any departure from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

Having now described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to protect by Let-
fers Patent of the United States is as fol-
ows: :

1. In a packing frame, a plurality of side-
pieces, fastening devices directly and ad-
justably connecting the adjacent pieces to-

gether thereby forming a frame the adjacent-

pieces of which are adjustable in directions
at an angle to each other and pads applied
to said pieces and adapted to be moved into
engagement with an article to be packed
upon adjustment of the frame, substantially
as described.

2. In a packing frame, a plurality of side
pieces, fastening devices adjustably connect-

_ing said pieces together only at their ends
‘and forming an open frame the adjacent

pieces of which are adjustable in directions
at right angles to each other and pads ap-
plied to said pieces and adapted to be moved
into engagement with an article to be packed
upon adjustment of the frame, substantially
as described.

3. In a packing frame, a plurality of side
pieces, blocks secured to sides of said pieces,
pads attached to said blocks and fastening
devices connecting the pieces together
through said blocks, substantially as de-
scribed.

75

80

86

90

95

10¢

105

110

118

120

125

4. In a packing frame, a plurality of side

pieces arranged to form a frame, an end
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portion of each piece overlapping an end of
an adjacent piece, and means for adjustably
drawing up each piece in a direction to move
it toward the end of the piece that it over-
laps to adjust the size of the frame, sub-
stantially as described. _

5. In a packing frame, a plurality of side
pieces each provided with blocks secured
thereto near 1its ends, pads attached to said
blocks and providing two pads at each
corner of the frame arranged at an angle to
each other, and fastening means for adjust-
ably connecting said pieces together only at
the corners of the frame, substantially as
described.

6. In a packing frame, a plurality of side
pieces provided with blocks secured thereto,
each adjacent pair of said side pieces being
adjustably connected together only at their
adjacent ends thereby providing a frame the
adjacent pieces of which are adjustable in
directions at an angle to each other, and
pads attached to said blocks and adapted to
be moved into engagement with the article
to be packed upon adjustment of the frame,
substantially as described.

7. In a packing frame, a plurality of side

ieces, each pair of adjacent side pieces be-,

ing adjustably connected together only at
their adjacent ends thereby providing a
frame the adjacent pieces of which are ad-
justabie in directions at right angles to each
other, pads applied to a side of each of said
pieces adjacent its ends, providing two pads
at each corner of the frame arranged at an
angle to each other and adapted to engage
an article packed at its corners upon adjust-
ment of the frame, substantially as de-
seribed. - :

8. In a packing frame, side pieces, blocks

E2

attached to each piece, one of said blocks of
each piece being spaced inwardly from an
end of the piece, pads attached to said blocks
and fastening devices connecting the sides
of said pieces between their spaced blocks
and said ends with adjacent blocks of adja-
cent pieces, substantially as described.

9. In a packing frame, a plurality of side
pieces, blocks attached to the inside of each
piece adjacent to its ends and providing two
blocks at each corner of the frame arranged
at an angle to each other, one of said blocks
of each piece being spaced inwardly from an
end of the piece, pads attached to said blocks
and screws extending through the sides of
said pieces between their spaced blocks and
ends adjacent thereto into adjacent blocks of
adjacent pieces whereby the pieces are con-
nected together and the frame is adjustable
in directions at right angles to each other,
substantially as described.

10. In a packing frame, a plurality of side
pieces, blocks secured to the inside of said
pieces adjacent to their ends and provided
with pads to prevent the marring or dis-
figuring of an article packed and to engage

- the article at its corners, screws extending

through said pieces near one end of each into
adjacent blocks of adjacent pieces, means
supporting said frame from the top of the
article, a cradle extending beneath the
article and strips connecting said pieces to
said cradle, substantially as described.

This specification signed and witnessed
this 18th day of September, 1917.

GEORGE T.MALLETTE.

‘Witnesses: :
Cuas. H. Kesrer
JacoB UNger.
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