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This invention has reference to improvements 
in cans or containers for liquids, and the in 
Vention has particular reference to a new and 
novelpouring spout or nozzle through which the 
Contents of the can or container may be dis 
charged. The type of can in which the in 
Vention of the spout is employed is not provided 
With an opening at the time that its contents are 
Sealed therein. Usually they are hermetically 
Sealed. If all of the contents of the can are to 
be removed at one time, it is feasible to remove 
the end of the can with any suitable type of can 
Opener. However, certain types of goods which 
are packed in these cans are liquids which are 
used periodically in Small portions and in the 
interin it is desired to employ the can as a re 
ceptacle in which the remaining portion of the 
liquid may be stored for future use. One such 
product may be mentioned as olive oil. 
The well known manner of utilizing the can 

With such a product (where only a portion of 
the contents is used at one time), is to puncture 
One end of the body material of the can and pour 
the contents therefrom from time to time as 
needed. This is unsanitary because it leaves the 
Orifice open to the collection of dust, and also 
small portions of the oil collect on the outside 
of the opening and spread over the end of the 
can where it collects dust and dirt, and also be 
comes rancid under conditions of exposure. The 
proposal of this invention is to remedy the over 
flow of the liquid, such as oil, on the punctured 
surface of the can and at the same time provide 
a vent whereby air may be admitted to the can 
simultaneously. With pouring liquid therefrom so 
that the contents will pour evenly and smoothly. 
Among the objects of the invention are to pro 

vide a can which may be readily opened and to 
provide a spout or nozzle which may be inserted 
within the opening and supported therein by rea 
son of the characteristics of its structure. 
With the foregoing and other objects in View, 

all of which Will be more apparent as this de 
scription proceeds, the invention is exemplified 
in one form in the novel construction and com 
bination of parts hereinafter described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended, it being under 
stood that various changes in the form, propor 
tion, size and details of Construction of the ap 
paratus may be resorted to within the scope of 
the appended claims without departing from the 
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of the 
invention. 
To more clearly comprehend the invention, 
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reference is directed to the accompanying draw 
ing Wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of a can body showing the 
relation thereto of spout or nozzle. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary enlarged vertical sec 
tion of a portion of a can body showing the rela 
tion of the spout structure thereto. 

Fig. 3 is similar to Fig. 2 with the addition 
thereto of a cover member for releasably closing 
the open end of the spout. 

Fig. 4 is a laterally transverse section on line 
IV-IV of Fig. 2. 

Referring to the drawing, represents general 
ly a can body with hermetically sealed ends as by 
double seaming ff. In one end of the can body 
the metal material thereof is circularly scored as 
shown in Fig. 1 to provide a disc 2, the scoring 
being interrupted at one portion f3. The scoring 
does not go completely through the metal but is 
Sufficiently deep So that with a reasonable amount 
of pressure the remaining thickness of the metal 
may be ruptured and the disc 3 bent down 
Wardly into the can, but being prevented from 
dropping into the can by means of the tongue 
portion at the portion 3 where the scoring is 
interrupted. When the disc is pressed down 
Wardly into the can, as shown in Figs, 2 and 3, 
there is provided a substantially circular opening 
which had previously been closed by the disc 2, 
a slight irregularity in the circular opening being 
caused by the thickness of the metal at the bend 
portion 3. 
A spout or nozzle is provided for insertion into 

this opening. The spout is indicated f4 in its en 
tirety. It is tubular throughout, having an upper 
portion f 5 and a lower or skirt portion 6. Be 
ginning in the side Wall of the upper portion 5 
there is provided an external longitudinal in 
wardly formed groove T which extends to the 
lower or terminal end of the skirt 6. This longi 
tudinal groove T provides a went whereby air 
may be freely admitted into the container when 
the contents thereof are being poured through 
the spout. The inward folding or deformation of 
the metal of the can body at groove reduces the 
diameter and therefore also reduces the Circum 
ference of the spout, and since the groove f is 
made progressively deeper from its point of be 
ginning to the terminal end of the skirt, the Spout 
structure is slightly tapered thereby, SO that the 
lower end f 8 of the skirt portion 6 is of a smaller 
diameter and circumference than the upper por 
tion 5 of the Spout. There is provided in the 
spout a circumferential groove 9 in Spaced rela 
tion to the lower terminal end of the skirt, which 
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circumferential groove provides a shoulder on 
either side thereof as indicated 20 and 2. The 
skirt portion is provided with a plurality of slots 
22 which may be headed With eyelets 23. 
Assuming that the disc 2 has been pressed 

inWardly relative to the can body So as to provide 
the opening in the can body at that point, the 
lower tapered end portion of the skirt portion of 
the Spout 4 may be inserted into the opening 
and upon longitudinal axial pressure thereon the 
nozzle may be seated in the opening with the 
groove 9 engaging the circular edges of the can 
body at the Opening where the disc 3 has been 
removed. The slots 23 render the skirt 6 Suf 
ficiently resilient so that the shoulder 2 of the 
skirt may be sprung past the edge of the open 
ing in the can body, which permits the shoulder 
2 to engage the lower or inner face of the can 
body and the shoulder 20 to engage the upper 
Or Outer face of the can body, thus bracing and 
maintaining the spout in a substantially fixed re 
lationship SO that it will not be dislodged by pour 
ing the contents of the can through the spout. 
For convenience of description in the appended 
claims, that end portion of the Spout consisting of 
the skirt is referred to as the connecting end of 
the Spout, and the opposite end is referred to as 
the pouring end of the Spout. The pouring end 
Of the Spout may be cut at an angle to the axis 
of the spout, as illustrated in Fig. 2 to provide 
a pouring lip. It is preferred that in seating 
the Spout into its operative position within the 
Can, that the groove should be positioned so 
that the additional thickness of metal of the por 
tion 3 of disc 2 may extend into the groove . 
This portion of metal 3, which may be called 
a tongue, is not sufficiently large to prevent the 
paSSage of air through groove E, so that it in no 
Way interferes with groove if serving as a vent 
through which air may enter the can during the 
pouring operation. 

Having thus described my invention, claim: 
1. A Spout for an outlet of metallic cans which 

have a circularly Scored area which may be opened 
by rupture of the metal along the score line, 
Said Spout comprising a tubular body including a 
pouring end portion and a connecting end por 
tion, said tubular body having an inwardly formed 
externally Open groove longitudinally thereof and 
terminating at the connecting end portion of the 
tubular body, said groove being formed by a lon 
gitudinal in Ward deformation of the body of the 
tube whereby the circumference of the tube at the 
Connecting end is less than the circumference 
thereof adjacent the pouring end, said body hav 
ing an externally concave groove circumferential 
ly thereof adjacent the connecting end and said 
Connecting end having longitudinal slots extend 
ing from adjacent Said groove to the terminations 
of Said Connecting end, whereby a laterally re 
Silient skirt is provided at the connecting end 
for insertion within the can opening provided by 
rupture of the metal along the score lines. 

2. A Spout for an outlet of metallic cans which 
have a circularly scored area, which may be opened 
by rupture of the metal along the score line, said 
Spout comprising a tubular body including a pour 
ing end portion and a connecting end portion, 
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said tubular body having an in Wardly formed ex 
ternally open groove longitudinally thereof and 
terminating at the connecting end portion of the 
tubular body, and said tubular body having, ad 
jacent the connecting end, an externally Open 
groove circumferentially thereof, said longitudi 
nal groove being formed by an in Ward deforma 
tion of the body of the tube with depth increaS 
ing toward the connecting end whereby the cir 
cumference of the tube at the connecting end is 
tapered to a lesser circumference than the cir 
cumference of the tubular body adjacent the 
pouring end, and thereby providing a tapered 
Skirt at the connecting end for insertion. Within 
the can opening provided by the rupture of the 
metal along the score lines. 

3. In combination with a metallic can having 
in its body a disc circularly Scored for the larger 
portion of a circle, and a portion at Which the 
circular scoring is interrupted and in which the 
scoring provides a disc which may be opened 
by rupture of the metal along the SCOre line leaV 
ing the disg connected to the can body by a 
tongue, a Spout comprising a tubular body in 
cluding a pouring end portion and a connecting 
end portion, said tubular body having an in Ward 
ly formed externally open groove longitudinally 
thereof and terminating at the connecting end 
portion of the tubular body, said groove being 
formed by a longitudinal inward deformation of 
the body of the tube whereby the circumference 
of the tube at the connecting end is less than the 
circumference thereof adjacent the pouring end, 
Said body having an externally concave grOOWe 
circumferentially thereof adjacent the connect 
ing end and Said Connecting end having longi 
tudinal slots extending from adjacent said grOOWe 
to the terminations of Said connecting end, Where 
by a laterally resilient skirt is provided at the 
Consecting end for insertion. Within the can 
opening provided by rupture of the metal along 
the SCOre lines. 

4. In combination with a metallic can having in 
its body a disc circularly scored for the major 
portion of a circle and a portion at Which the 
circular Scoring is interrupted and in which the 
scoring provides a disc which may be opened by 
rupture Of the metal along the Score line leaving 
the disc connected to the can body by a tongue, 
a Spout comprising a tubular body including a 
pouring end portion and a connecting end por 
tion, said tubular body having an in Wardly formed 
externally open groove longitudinally thereof and 
terminating at the connecting end portion of the 
tubular body, and said tubular body having, ad 
jacent, the connecting end, an externally open 
groove circumferentially thereof, said longitudi 
inal groove being formed by an inward deforma 
tion of the body of the tube with depth increas 
ing to Ward the connecting end whereby the cir 
cunnference of the tube at the connecting end is 
tapered to a lesser circumference than the cir 
cuinference of the tubular body adjacent the 
pouring end, and thereby providing a tapered 
skirt at the connecting end for insertion within 
the can opening provided by the rupture of the 
metal along the score lines. 
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